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712 West Pierce Street
Kirksville, Mo,
28 Sentember, 1048

QMGMR 095 ;Z»EB

The Quartermaster General , ‘;
Washington 25, D.C. : 2

i)

Dear sir:

I received v-ur letter of 1. Sentember a few davs ago end
would have answered sooner but for the faect thrt I em at enllege
and needed some naners which vere st mv home, My first letter
seems to have been somewhet eonfusine to v-u, but I'm sure that
T ean clear un some ~f the issues with this one, .

- E
P ;.
Landviche il cRicde T

In the first nlece, vnru stated that the historierl. records e
and Morning Renorts nf Comnanv "C", 23rd Arm-red Infantry Battalion,
7th Armored Division, hed been checed s2nd no narallels for the 1;
two casualties could be found, This is essilv understeandmble if
the situestion is considered, since onlv two of us ssw the men in
question after thev had been killed and the C, P, helf-treck
(where the Morning Reports were alwayvs mede out) weg six miles to ;3;
the rear at the time. Also, let me exnle’n the cirecmstences ._~1
which preceded the arrival of our grou~ of renlscements: on -
about 10 September, 19LL, elements of the 5th Infantrv snd 7th
Armored Divisions crossed the Moselle River at a2 town cr1led J
Dornot and were contained by the ememvy within & verv smell
bridge-heasd, After three days of heavv fichtine s withdrawal
was effected, but most of the remaining members of the 23rd i
Armored Inf. Bn, were forced to swim bsck, Casuslties vere
excessive, and a large number of men were being esrried on the T
.reeords &8 ¥.J.A. on 21 Sentember, 1°L4, vhen the renlacement
packagze to which the lste Pvts, Pancev and Perrv and myvself
belonged was assigned to Comnanv "C", Hence, the enomnany records
were full of missing men, =nd evidentlv the -absence H»f the two
men in ouestion wasn't nnticed until mieh leter. And, on 29 : f{sJ
October the C.P. half-treck wag hit bv 2 shell snd burned, The
two men were killed before thev c¢-uld be mssirned to 'a soued: the <:2f>]
first time we went "un" we went as a groun of re-lacements =nd et
dugz in _behimd Comnany "C", 6 which at thet time consisted of one
offi ’R!Eﬁqiﬁﬁer Centain-Williem D. Tommev) snd fortvy some-
oddimBfr, (Comhémies "A" and "B" had nothing to do with the

; 1tj@#sMn_ocugstion) It might heln if T would sketch 2 man
of Thegtgeticel situation s I remember it:
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T Armored Ditision, on <ad Sc‘:(’em'of—",la‘-l‘/.(ln
X Cur(g Seckor of He 34 f-\rm)

My guess would be thet we renlacements vere nnt rsgigned
to squads and nlatoons the first time "un" becsuse ~f the
exnectation of a divisional move tn enother sector snd slso
because of the very accurste morter snd srtiilerv fire.vhich
made movement impossible during the hours »f davlight.

After receiving vour letier I sent h-me for a e¢omnanv roster
I happened to have snd received seme vesterdav., It did not
include the ranks snd onlv listed the men ‘n the enmnanv in
July of 1945, but T believe the name ~f the tonkick wes George
Lande, and his address at the time was 1 Tennis Court. Brooklvn,
N.Y. At the time of mv sworn stontement he weg p staff sercesnt
acting as First Sersesnt., As I srid in mv nrevious letter, I 4o
not remember whiceh officier witnessed mv stertement., but 2 list of
names and addresses of the comnmanv's officers in Julv, 10.L65,
(of course, some of the addresses mav have heen echenced bhv now)
follows®

'ﬁ:‘\'s«.a&'\"-n o‘ QA3rd Armored In-‘fa’nm Bﬁ_‘“‘al.’oﬂ,
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Tommey, Williem D. (C.0.) Murnhreesboro, Ark, ;L:;" I

Amos, Charles L., Jr. 1034 Roekford Roasd ,High Point, N.C.
Bray, Jack J, LO1 Forest St. Mari-n, Ohio
Finnell, Ishmeel E, 925 Idlewild Ct, Lexington, Kv.
Harding, Richard D. 2L02 Chase St. Falls City, Nebr,
Pavne, Gardon H, 2640 E. 5th Ave, Knoxville, Tenn.,
Tennent, Henrv D, 513 Lawton St., S.W, Atlanta, Ga.

The only other man hesides mvself vwho sev the two cesuaslties
after thev were dead wes & T/5 medic nemed Wricht, He wes
awarded the Siver Star for geallentrv in sction 2t Dornot =nd
was captured at Meijel, Holland, on 29 October, 19/, the desv
after I was evacuated the first time, Hence, bv the time the
company headquarters section got around to streightenineg out the
roster we were both gone, and so Pvts, Pancev snd Perrv were
listed as M.I.A. * don't know Wright's first neme or his rddress,
but I think that a buddy of mine mavy know his nresent vhereabouts,
and I will write and trv to get this informestion. All the other
men presert—th close to the men in ruestinn 2t the time of their
deaths were subsecuently killed or evacusted with wounds., 2nd T
can't remember their names,

I am wondering if wvou have substentieted the fact thst these
men are really dead, since there must be a record concerning them
somewhere in Washington.. Thev both hed femilies (Perrv told me
the dav before he wes killed that he hed "ne ehild which he hed
never seen) and I verv much want to eset in touch with their
wives in order to set their minds at erse 8 to whest happnened to
them,

You will note thet I am writine this from mv collece asddress,
and I would enpreciate it if vou vould send anv future
comunicetions to me here. I hore thet vou will be able to throw
more licht on this matter with the informetinn enclosed
herewith, and I shall be eagerlyv erweiting the nute-me ~f thig
affair, ]

Very sincerely yours,

%,LA £. WL"@*‘*""“»%"



