
November 13, 2007 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 

 
 

In the summer of 2007, I visited Guadalcanal on a survey team searching for the remains 
of Marines lost during WW-II. During that trip, I met the Assistant Superintendent of the 
MANILA AMERICIA CEMETERY. During our discussion, he mentioned two definitive 
books on the recovery of Americans killed in WW-II. 
 
The books are: 
 

Final Disposition of World War II Dead 1945-51 
U.S. Army, Quartermaster Corps, QMC Historical Studies, Series II, No. 4 
Steere, Edward; Boardman, Thayer M. 
Washington, D.C.: Historical Branch Office of the Quartermaster General, 1957 
Pages 710 

 
And 
 

The Graves Registration Service in World War II 
Q.M.C. Historical Studies No. 21 
Steere, Edward 
Washington, D.C.: Historical Section, Office of the Quartermaster General: 
U.S.G.P.O. 1951 
Pages 210 

 
Unable to obtain used copies on the Internet, I went to the local library and obtained 
copies through their Inter-library Loan program.  
 
Desiring to have a personal copy, I decided to scan the books and produce an Adobe 
Acrobat electronic book. The CDs contain the Acrobat version of the books. This was my 
first attempt at a project of this size; therefore, I learned many techniques and will apply 
them to future projects. 
 
Since the books are United States government publications, there are no copyrights; 
therefore, feel free to distribute the CDs. 
 
Each book is on a separate CD. Because of the size, the Final Disposition… book 
consists of several PDF files. The attached chart is a layout of the PDF files related to the 
chapters of the book. The index is included in the Contents Index Readme file. All files 
are OCR searchable. If searching by page number use the book printed page (49) and 
not the scan page number (049) although the book page numbers and Acrobat 
bookmarks are coordinated. 
 
The Graves Registration… book is in very bad condition and will shortly turn to dust. 
Although it is OCR searchable, be suspect of the results because of the condition and 
tight binding. I did not crop the title page to give the user an idea of the condition.   
 



I feel it was a worthwhile project, enjoy. 
 
 
W. Douglas Drumheller 
dougdrum@comcast.net    
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