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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

OFFICE OF DIVISION HISTORIAN

APO #257, c/o Postmaster, U. S. Army


4 September 1944.

SUBJECT:
After Action Report Of 7th Armored Division for Period 




13 August 1944 to 31 August 1944.
TO

:
Adjutant General, XX Corps, (Attn: Historical Officer,




APO #340, U. S. Army.).

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS.

1.
Enclosed herewith the After Action Reports, with reports of Staff Sections and Tactical Units, with all available supporting documents, as called for by Par D, C3, AR 345-105, dated 9 March 1943, and letter order, HQ XX Corps, 23 August 1944.

2.
The Historical Officer, 7th AD, requests that he be kept informed where these records are held in the event that the documents be needed at some future date.


Nils S. Jacobson


NILS S JACOBSON,


Capt. Inf.,


Division Historical Officer


7TH ARMORED DIVISION


APO #257, c/o Postmaster,


U S ARMY


AFTER ACTION REPORT


13 Aug--31 Aug 1944

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO #257, c/o Postmaster, N. Y., N. Y.


31 August 1944.

COMMANDED BY: Major General Lindsay McDonald Silvester.

CHIEF OF STAFF: Colonel George H. Molony.

COMBAT COMMAND "A":
Colonel Dwight A. Rosebaum.

COMBAT COMMAND "B":
Brig. Gen. John B. Thompson.

COMBAT COMMAND "R"
Lt. Col. James E. Newberry.

DIV. ARTY. CMDR:
Colonel Orville W. Martin.

G-1:
Lt. Col. John V. Maxwell.

G-2:
Lt. Col. Everett W. Murray.

G-3:
Lt. Col. Alvin L. Mente, Jr.

G-4:
Lt. Col. Reginald H. Hodgson

TRAINS:
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Adams.

17TH TANK BN:
Lt. Col. John P. Wemple.

31ST TANK BN:
Lt. Col. Robert C. Erlenbusch

40TH TANK BN:
Lt. Col. Edward T. McConnell.

23 ARMORED INF. BN:
Lt. Col. Leslie Allison.

38TH ARMORED INF. BN:
Major Curtice H. Rankin.

48TH ARMORED INF BN:
Lt. Col. Richard D. Chappuis.

434th ARMD FA BN:
Lt. Col. James G. Dubuisson.

440th ARMD FA BN:
Lt. Col. Norman E. Hart.

489th ARMD FA BN:
Lt. Col. James W. Milner.

33rd ARMD ENG. BN:
Lt. Col. Clyde A. Keltner.

77th ARMD MED.BN:
Lt. Col. Stephen J. Karpenski.

87th CAV RCN SQ MECZ:
Lt. Col. Vincent L. Boylan.

129th ORD. BN.
Lt. Col. Hughes

147th SIGNAL COMPANY:
Captain Hickey
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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO #257, c/o Postmaster, U. S. Army


4 September 1944.

SUBJECT:
After Action Report, 7th Armored Division.




Period:  10-31 August 1944.

TO

:
A. G., XX Corps (Attn: Historical Officer).

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS.

The 7th Armored Division landed at UTAH and OMAHA beaches on the 10-14 August. Elements of the Division were committed in the Third Army operation to exploit the break-through at AVRANCHES and to encircle PARIS from the South, in quick pursuit of a disorganized enemy. Advance elements of the Division were marshalled under XX Corps direction, immediately on landing, in the vicinity of ST SUZANNE, and ordered to attack northeast to establish an objective on the SEINE RIVER in the vicinity of MANTES-GASSICOURT. At this time only half of the Division had reached the ST SUZANNE area. On Corps order, the direction of attack was shifted due east, to establish a bridgehead over the SEINE RIVER in the area of MELUN. During this attack there was a major engagement with a rear-guard at CHARTRES, on August 15-19. Isolated resistance was encountered on the route of march and another major engagement was fought at MELUN on 22-24 August in the process of establishing a bridgehead. The Division was immediately ordered to continue the pursuit of the enemy to the town of NANGIS and from this point northeast to REIMS. Enemy resistance was increased in this area and the enemy attempted to make a stand on the MARNE RIVER. The Division established a bridgehead over the MARNE RIVER by a quick seizure of the bridges at CHATEAU-THIERRY before the enemy could organize his positions there. The Division immediately began an envelopment of REIMS and isolated the city before it could be defended by the enemy. This was accomplished on 29 August.
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Immediately the Division attacked to the east, through the ARGONNE FOREST, and established a bridgehead over the MEUSE RIVER in the vicinity of VERDUN.

The 7th Armored Division in 21 days, after its landing in France, had spear-headed the Allied Armies in their advance toward the German border, travelling over 600 miles in rapid pursuit of the enemy, had fought major engagements at CHARTRES, MELUN, CHATEAU-THIERRY; had taken REIMS and VERDUN without losses to the civilian populations or material damage; had overcome numerous bands of resisting enemy; had destroyed and captured large amounts of enemy materiel; including 10 tanks, 202 Personnel Carriers, 40 planes, 43 guns, 4 cargo trucks with trailers, 73 cars including a large amount of paper supplies and have accounted for almost 6000 of the enemy. During this operation, this Division has had light losses in men and material.

ASSEMBLING DIVISION FOR ACTION.
The 7th Armored Division left TIDWORTH BARRACKS on 7 August and boarded Liberty ships at PORTSMOUTH and SOUTHAMPTON on 8 August. On 8 August the Division embarked for France, landing in France on UTAH and OMAHA beaches at the base of the CHERBOURG peninsula. The process of unloading the Division was slow due to the Army's inability to put stevedore companies aboard the ships. This necessitated the unloading to be done the ships' crews. While the unloading was in progress the Division Commander, Major General Lindsay McDonald Silvester, and his Staff, proceeded to the Assembly Point of the Division in the vicinity of LA HAYE du PUITS. The General was informed that the 7th Armored Division was to be used immediately in the Third Army plan for exploitation of the AVRANCHES break-through, and that they were to send as many complete combat units as could be assembled, to LOUVIGNE via COUTANCES, AVRANCHES, and DUCY, a march of 75 miles. Since the Battalions were not being unloaded as units, there was considerable difficulty to prepare units for this march. However, by 1700, 11 August, the 40th Tank
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Battalion moved forward, and was followed soon thereafter by Combat Command "A". As rapidly as possible other combat units were to follow in priority: tanks, artillery, cavalry and armored infantry battalions. Leaving behind the Chief of Staff Col. George H. Molony and the assistant to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G--3, Major Fred C. Sweat, to expedite the movement of the remaining elements of the Division, the Division Headquarters moved to LOUVIGNE, arriving 2200 Hours, 12 August. The units gathered at LOUVIGNE, were ordered forward, under command of Brig. Gen. John B. Thompson of Combat Command "B" while General Silvester and the General Staff went forward to XX Corps headquarters. There General Silvester was informed the Division would assemble all possible units in the vicinity of ST SUZANNE, in preparation for an attack north. The Corps plan was as follows: CCA to attack on the right; being attached to a RCT of the 80th Infantry Division, while CCB was to attack on the left, with the RCT 317th Infantry of the 80th Infantry Division attached to it. The 80th Infantry Division was to begin the attack at 0800 Hours and begin developing enemy resistance to its front until it was passed through by CCA and CCB. At this time, CCA consisted of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 489th Field Artillery Battalion and 40th Tank Battalion, while CCB had the 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion, 31st Tank Battalion and the 434th Field Artillery Battalion. Only two troops of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized, were available at that time.

Before this attack, XX Corps was given a new Mission. At 1500 Hours 13 August, the Division Staff was informed by XX Corps that it would assemble in the vicinity of LA FERTE BERNARD, in preparation for an attack northeast, the objective being the SEINE RIVER, in the vicinity of MANTES-GASSICOURT. Due to the heavy traffic in this area, the Division ordered this move to be made in three columns. Units of the Division began assembling near LA FERTE BERNARD at 0200 Hours 14 August. Units which had been trailing the advance of the Division from the beaches, caught up with the
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main body at this point and the last of the Division arrived in the area by 1200 Hours. Up to this time the Division had had no contact with the enemy. The moves have been made under considerable difficulty since all of the roads in the area were traffic-jammed with combat units and suuply vehicles, moving to support the Third Army's attack, then taking place. Due to radio silence, there had been great difficulty in keeping informed of the locations of units enroute, and their status of Class I and Class III supplies. On 14 August the Division Staff prepared for action.

DIVISION'S FIRST ACTION.

Field Order #2, issued at 1000 Hours 14 August called for an attack to seize the SEINE RIVER line. The 7th Armored Division was to attack in three columns, CCA, composed of the 40th Tank Battalion, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, 489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, and Company "A", 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, on the left; CCB, composed of the 31st Tank Battalion, 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion, 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Company "B", 814th T. D. Battalion on the right; and CCR composed of the 17th Tank Battalion, 814th Tank Destroyer Bn, (-) and 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion and the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion in the center. From the Assembly Point position to the LD for the attack, it required a march of two hours. At 1200 Hours the Corps Commander, Major General Walton H. Walker arrived at the Division CP and ordered the attack to begin immediately. This order threw the attack off schedule. However, by 1600 Hours, the attack began. No immediate resistance was met until reaching the line, generally East-West through NOGENT la ROTROU. At this time Corps orders were received, changing the direction of the attack, from northeast, to East. This change of direction in the axis of attack entailed a maneuver swinging the Division generally in the arc of a circle to COURVILLE, and thence to CHARTRES. During this maneuver, CCA came up in front of CCR and the two units moved in one column under the command of Col. Dwight A Rosebaum.
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This maneuver was made at night when most of the columns were under intermittent enemy fire. The 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized, leading CCR, suffered losses in personnel and materiel in a skirmish with enemy rear-guard in the vicinity of LA LOUPE.

CCA was following a route which took them into the north of CHARTRES, CCB advanced through COURVILLE toward CHARTRES. It was expected that CHARTRES would be defended by at least 1000 troops, more or less organized. There was known to exist in the city, an anti-aircraft training school, Quartermaster Depots and a German Army HQ.

BATTLE OF CHARTRES.
CCB, under Brig. Gen. John B. Thompson, encountered resistance in the outskirts of small villages surrounding CHARTRES. General Thompson divided his command into Force 1 under Lt. Col. Leslie Allison consisting of the 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion (-"B" and "C"); "D" Co., 31st Tank Battalion, "A" Co., 179th Engineer Battalion; "A" Bat., 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, "F" Co., 87th Cav. Rcn. Sq. Mecz, and, Force 2, under Lt. Col. Robert C. Erlenbusch, consisting of 31st Tank Battalion (-"D"); "B" and "C" Co's., 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion; 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (-"A"); "C" Co., 179th Engineer Battalion; "B" Co., 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion. Force 1 attacked east from the northwest side of town while Force 2 attacked northeast from the south of town. The attack was preceded by a light artillery preparation from the 434th Field Artillery Battalion and jumped off about 0800 Hours. Force 1 penetrated enemy defenses with Infantry and established a CP within the northwest sector of Town. Force 2 encountered heavy 20MM and 88MM anti-tank fire in the suburbs of LUCE and LUISANT. Force 2 penetrated to CHARTRES but due to losses and the inability of tanks to maneuver in the narrow streets of the town, was forced to withdraw to the west and re-group.

The second attack on CHARTRES began early morning of 17 August with the same composition of troops and additional artillery support from XX Corps artillery. However,
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on Corps order, the artillery was limited to observed point targets and all effort was made to spare destruction of historic buildings. The troops of CCB encircled the town and pushed forces in from the southeast, and east, of the town, while a force remained occupying the northeast quarter. The CHARTRES garrison held positions facing the encirclement in the vicinity of LUISANT, COUDRAY, and the high ground directly to the east of the town. Under this attack the resistance was greatly reduced. It was evident that CHARTRES contained a larger garrison than had been estimated. It was a "report" station for disorganized and beaten units, and stragglers from surrounding areas. the garrison was reinforced by an estimated 200-300 men during a 12-hour period.

On 18 August a third attack was launched on CHARTRES with the 11th RCT of the 5th Infantry Division. This attack completed the clearing of CHARTRES. The German dead were estimated at 1800, while 1500 prisoners were taken. Many vehicles and stores and two airfields in the vicinity together with 30 to 40 destroyed planes were also taken. CCB suffered approximately 100 casualties during the battle of CHARTRES.

BRIDGEHEAD AT MELUN_ 

The 5th Infantry Division relieved the 7th Armored Division 18 August at CHARTRES. The 7th Armored Division was ordered to move to the northwest to occupy DREUX and to protect the left flank and rear of the XV Corps. CCA proceeded directly to DREUX to relieve CCR of the 5th Armored Division and to establish a defensive position to screen the assembling of the remainder of the 7th Armored Division.

On 20 August, Gen. Walker visited headquarters of this Division and stated that he planned to move the Corps from its present position to seize crossings over the SEINE RIVER in the vicinity of MELUN-FONTAINBLEAU in accordance with directions from Gen. Patton, Commanding General of the Third Army. In this operation the 5th Infantry Division was to be on the right to FONTAINBLEAU. In Field Order #4 the 7th Armored Division would attack as follows:
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CCB to relieve CCA in its defensive position at DREUX, CCA and CCR were to move in two columns, CCR on the right to assault MELUN, and CCA on the left, to reach the river, north of MELUN. This attack began the morning of 21 August. CCA was composed of 40th tank Battalion, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, 489th Field Artillery Battalion, "A" Co., 33rd Armored Engineers Battalion; "A" Co., 814 Tank Destroyer Battalion; and CCR, 33rd (-"A"); 17th Tank Battalion, 440th Field Artillery Battalion, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (-"A") and "C" Company, 33rd, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery. The 87th Cav.  Rcn. Sq. Mecz., moved ahead of the Division and protected the left flank of the Division with two reconnaissance troops. Both columns advanced steadily during the day against intermittent rifle, machine gun and mortar fire and secured its positions for the night of the 21st, east of DOURDAN-ARPAJON line. CCR continued to attack the next day to the outskirts of MELUN. CCA was held up by artillery fire during the day in the vicinity of ARPAJON. On the 23rd, CCA advanced to the SEINE RIVER at TILLY whre the assault crossing was to be made. Meanwhile, CCB was relieved of its mission at DREUX and moved through RAMBOUILET to the outskirts of CORBEIL where it remained until the assault crossing at TILLY was made.

As CCR approached within 5 miles of MELUN to the south, the Commanding General of the 7th Armored Division, personally came to deliver to the CO of CCR the order for the seizure and occupancy of the town of MELUN. It was thought that the city would be strongly defended by a regimt of the 48th Infantry Division. CCR proceeded on its mission. It met AT gunfire, heavy rifle and MG fire, and at dark had been unable to proceed any further than one mile from the Underpass. A coordinated attack was made at 2200 hours. This was preceded by a 20-minute preparation by two Battalions of 105MM Howitzers (440th and 695th) and one Battalion of 155MM Howitzers (177th).
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The attack was then launched and was canalized up two main streets to the Underpass. The enemy had a strong position here. On the railroad embankment to the west of the attack, he had employed AT and MG gunfire, protected by riflemen. The enemy had AT and MG guns sighted for night firing. They had also heavily mined the two avenues of approach. The attack made little headway. Prior to dawn, the force was withdrawn. It had been planned to renew the attack at 0900 Hours but this was not executed as the Division Commander directed a coordinated attack by the Division at 1500 Hours.

CCR attacked as directed. Engineers removed the mines and the attack carried the troops through the city to the northeast part, south of the river. The bridge was demolished. One company of infantry, "A", 38th, made the crossing to the island using the remains of the old bridge spans, the support in the center of the river, and by swimming. The advance and crossing was made under heavy rifle and MG fire.

The Corps Commander, Major General Walker was present when the crossing was made and he personally supervised it. Co "A" affected the crossing and seized the southern part of the island that night and remainder of the island the next day. The next morning a foot bridge was placed across and constructed between the island and the mainland.

One platoon of "A" Co., 38th, in charge of 2nd Lt. Walter H. G. Weissenberger was directed to proceed east after reaching the island. After going about 2 blocks the platoon was completely surrounded by the enemy. Lt. Weissenberger showed initiative and sound judgement by secreting remnants of his platoon in a building and kept them intact until 1000 Hours despite repeated enemy attacks. At 1000 Hours a patrol from "A" Co., of the 38th found them and they rejoined their company and assisted in mopping up the island. CCR now had that portion of the city south of the river and the island. A point of interest is the fact that on the island was a prison containing several hundred felons, who, as soon as the enemy withdrew, escaped and attempted to cross south to the mainland. The Civil Affairs Officer, Major Rex Thomson arrived promptly and coordinated efforst of the Military and civil authorities
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and the prisoners were rounded up under armed guards and returned to the prison and guarded by our own men. Guns and arms were given to carefully selected FFI men to relieve our soldiers as guard, but even so, one platoon of infantry was left. Complete order was restored to the island and in that part of the city south of the river through the Civil Affairs Officers and the town was turned over to the local authorities.

Meanwhile, at TILLY, the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, succeeded in crossing the river in assault boats and developed a slender bridgehead. A treadway bridge company was brought up and with the assistance of "A" Co., 33rd,  began building a Class 40 bridge at 1600 Hours. This bridge was built during the night while enemy 88MM artillery fire was registering in the vicinity of the bridge site. The bridge was completed by 0900 Hours 24 August. CCA then developed the bridgehead while CCB crossed over and assaulted Melun from the northeast. This attack began at 0200 Hours 25 August but was held up from time to time by hasty minefields. The 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion moved into the city at 0715 Hours. The infantry mopped up small pockets of resistance during the day and outposted the town to the north.

The enemy's attempt to establish a defensive line on the east bank of the SEINE RIVER had been broken by a determined and rapid assault. It was evident that the enemy was disorganized, and could muster only isolated resistance with small arms, AT guns, and some 88MM artillery. To take advantage of this situation, the Division prepared an attack for the quick pursuit of the enemy to the east. In spite of the fatigue of the personnel, and the worn condition of the equipment, on Corps order, the attack took place on the general axis, MELUN-NANGIS-PROVINS with CCA on the left and CCB on the right. The attack jumped off from the MELUN bridgehead at 1900 Hours 25 August but due to scattered resistance the progress was slow. Both columns just cleared the line of departure by nightfall and secured their positions. Meanwhile, CCR which had taken over the defensive bridgehead at TILLY was placed in Corps Reserve
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and moved to guard the bridgehead at FONTAINBLEAU. The reason for the change was that the Corps boundary between the VII Corps and XX Corps had been shifted southward. The TILLY bridgehead was taken over by VII Corps and all XX Corps traffic was to move by the FONTAINBLEAU bridge. The attack of CCA and CCB continued the following morning 26 August. It was known that there would be increased enemy resistance in this area. Horse-drawn artillery had been encountered east of MELUN and armor was being used in a defensive role to screen the enemy disengagement movement which was slow due to their inferior equipment. Whether or not there were major elements in this area was not positively known but the presene of enemy tanks in some strength in the vicinity of PROVINS-DONNEMARIA was established. The threat of German units known to be south of the Division sector, and the threat of attack by units escaping from PARIS, on the north, was a constant concern for the Division in its advance. By nightfall, CCA had advanced as far as JOUYE while CCB had cleared the town of NANGIS. At this time the Division was alerted for change in direction to the northeast to begin about 1200 Hours 27 August after CCB had cleared the town of PROVINS, and advanced as far as VILLENEAUXE.

ATTACK ON REIMS.
The plan for the attack, 27 August, was as follows: to attack north across the LD, generally an east-west line through ROZAY en BRIE, attacking in a northeasterly direction in six columns: CCB on the right in three columns and CCA on the left in three columns. Each column consisted of a company of infantry, a company of tanks, a battery of field artillery, a platoon of engineers and a platoon of tank destroyers.

The 87th Cav. Rcn. Sq. Mecz, reconnoitered the Division's zone of advance, while CCR followed in the rear of the six columns. CCB was given orders to by-pass PROVINS and the opposition that had developed there. It halted at SUZANNE, and organized its three task forces. On 29 August it moved out at 0730 Hours encountering small pockets of resistance. South of EPERNAY a road-block of four AT guns was knocked out and the town was entered by infantry commanded by Lt. Col. Leslie Allison
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at 1800 Hours. The attack proceeded to the MARNE RIVER where the tanks were halted by heavy anti-tank gun fire. The bridge in EPERNAY was blown by electric charges before it could be reached. The force halted in EPERNAY until 0700 Hours 29 August and then moved to cross the river on a treadway bridge which the engineers had constructed at PORT-a-VINSON. The Combat Command continued its attack to WARMERSVILLE. Meanwhile CCA organized its task forces in the vicinity of ST HILLIERS and moved out at 1300 Hours 27 August. At LA FERTE GAUCHER considerable German equipment was captured and about 20 prisoners were taken. During the day there were skirmishes with enemy forces at LA FERTE GAUCHER, MONTMIRAIL and at the junction of highways N33-GC11. At the latter an enemy artillery column was surprised and destroyed. In the day's action, three 155MM guns, three half tracks and five tanks of the enemy were destroyed, at least 70 prisoners were taken. The Command secured its positions for the night two miles north of LA FERTE GAUCHER, and continued its advance the next morning. Meanwhile Task Force McConnell advanced on the left boundary of the Division until 0300 Hours 28 August when it was forced to halt to refuel. This task force during the early morning hours continued its advance in the direction of CHATEAU-THIERRY meeting road blocks and artillery fire to the south of the town. In an aggressive engagement he forced the road-blocks and seized the bridges crossing the MARNE RIVER before they could be destroyed. This stroke made it possible to exploit the MARNE bridgehead before the enemy could set up a defense, and also resulted in the capture of considerable enemy equipment.

Meanwhile the task force approaching the MARNE RIVER at DORMANS overcame resistance on the outskirts of the city and passed two platoons of infantry across the bridge, when the enemy succeeded in blowing the electric charges on the bridge. During the night of 27-28 August the 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion assisted by the 135th Engineer Combat Battalion, put two bridges across the MARNE RIVER for the use of CCB. All of CCA and CCR passed over the bridge at CHATEAU-THIERRY.
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The task force under Lt. Col. McConnell after taking CHATEAU-THIERRY, had worked its way north as far as FISMES. A second column under Major John C. Brown of CCA after crossing the bridge at CHATEAU-THIERRY and a column of the reserve task force Keller, crossed at CHATEAU-THIERRY to support Lt. Col. McConnell's drive to the north. On the morning of 29 August all columns moved back to their original routes in order to advance on a broad front encircling REIMS and seize crossings over the AISNE RIVER.

By 0845 hours 29 August sufficient troops of CCA were at the AISNE RIVER reconnoitering for crossings, and by nightfall, bridgeheads had been secured at PONTAVERT, NEUFCHATEL, BERRY, and other localities. By 1200 Hours 29 August CCB had seized bridges in the vicinity of PONTPORCIEN. This operation entailed the encirclement of REIMS and made it possible for the 5th Infantry Division to outpost the city with little opposition. Thus the city of REIMS was liberated without combat in its streets. The Aerodrome east of the city was of considerable tactical value for future operations and was easily occupied with no opposition.

CAPTURE OF VERDUN_

Early in the morning of 29 August a warning order was received by the Division to prepare for an attack to the east with the objective being VERDUN  and a bridgehead over the MEUSE RIVER in that area. This attack was to be made by all three combat commands moving abreast through difficult terrain including the ARGONNE FOREST. Reports from all sources indicated that the enemy was retreating to assembly points, to the east and northeast. The 9th Panzer Division was reported to be assembling in part in VERDUN. However, the enemy retreat had been so rapid and so many units had been disorganized and overrun that no major opposition was expected if the bridgehead was seized immediately. All units of the Division exercised caution against isolated attacks by overrun enemy bands.

CCA and CCB, holding bridges and bridgeheads over the AISNE RIVER were has-
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tily assembled in the vicinity of BIENE, reorganized, and by 1800 Hours began their attack to the east. CCB advanced as far as ST. ETIENNE by nightfall. CCA was in position generally south of the ARGONNE FOREST. CCR had been held up due to lack of gasoline. At daybreak all columns continued to advance to the east. By 1255 Hours a unit of CCA led by Lt. Col. McConnell had crossed the bridge at VERDUN and occupied the city. The enemy had laid mines under the bridge but had been forstalled from blowing them by quick action of the FFI. At the same time the bulk of the force of CCA had made crossings in the vicinity of VILLIERS, to the south of VERDUN. Due to their difficult routes over numerous streams and small rivers, which had to be forded, and bridged, CCB and CCR were delayed in reaching the MEUSE RIVER. They succeeded in crossing 31 August.

Supplying an armored division is normally a rather difficult job, but becomes even more so when such a Division travels. tremendous distances in a short period of time. The 7th Armored Division traveled more than 600 miles in three weeks and although a "Service Park" carrying stocks of Class I, II, and III and IV supplies functions close enough to combat elements to be of great value, the supply lines were drawn to the breaking point as the Division reached the objective----VERDUN.
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� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com). Most spellings have been left as in the original. The original from which this transcription is made is held at the National Archives II in Record Group 407, Box 15545 (7th Armd Div), Folder 1.


� The page numbering really does jump from 8 to 10 in the original.





