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Dear sir:

A few weeks ago 1 reesd an article, "The Search for Soldier x", 3
in Foreign Service, the V,F,W, monthlv. The article was a renort
on the search for the bodies of those stil]l missing and caused
me to think of a matter whieh 1 had almost forgotten-- a matter
pertaining to two men whom 1 believe tn be buried in the foxhole
in which they died,

1 wrote to the éditor of roreign Serviece and asked which
government agency 1 should contact, and thev forwarded my letter

- to the American Graves Registration pvivision at the Kansas City
Quartermaster vepot, This morning I received & letter from the
latter telling me to send -my informat on to vou, hence this letter,

1n September, 1944, the 23rd Armored Infantrv Battalion of
the 7th Armored Division was held up in its advence befnre the
town of Longville, France, which is in the vieinitv o~f met=.
I was in a large rep acement package which joined thet unit on.
21 September, a larg a»of us going to "C" Comnany which lay. in
battalion support behind "R"™ and "A" Comnanies, Our grou» was
taken up to the line on the night of 22 September and ve were
not assigned to any varticular nlatoons, but inste-d wegé shown
where to dig in as a separate groun behind the eomvnany, 1 believe
that the idea of this scheme was to give us some exnerience with T
artillery and mortar fire, but the nonecom who nlaced us nicked
a very bad position, an area that was c¢lose to a road and hence
"zeroed in" by the enemyv,

On 24 September (I know these exact detes because 1 kent a
small diary while overseas) a mortar round fell into a foxhole
about 25 feet from mine and '~illed both oceunants instantlv, L 3
crawled over to their hole and saw that one had been comnletely
blown to bits and that the other was c-mnletely buried, Since
it had been a direct hit 1 didn't bother to uncover the latter.
Later that afternoon an aid man named VWright came by and 1noked
at the remains, but we were the onlv men in the ecomrany” who saw
them, <That night the 7th Armored »nulled out to 7o to“Holland,
leaving the two dead men in the hole. 1 micht mention thet the
weather and the terrain in the sector were vervy hesd, sn that the p:
chances of the bodies being found even if the 1jfie had moved on
were very slim, 1 happen to know that the towy of Longville was
not taken for at least five weeks, although t¥e 5th end 95th
Infantry bivisions both fought in this sectqof, 2nd L feel that
the mud and rain completely obliterated theSe bodies which were
already almost totelly covered. 1 don't lieve thet anv of the
men of the 5th and 95th used our holes betaunse (as I said before)
they were in a dangerous nosition and wefe of n» trctical use
whatsoever, éﬁ

-On 28 October, 1944, | was wounded/and the nther man who had .
seen the bodies was cantured. In Jung, 19L5, 1 returned to mwv
company (after being evacuated a second time) and was ca’%ﬁd
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the orderly room a few days later, ‘“here I was asked if 1 knew
what had happened to the two men in question and 1 swore under
oath that they were dead. The first sergeant told me that they
had been carried as "missing in action" since Sentember, so 1
believe that the bodies were never »icked un,

1 think that both men were from Cglifornia; end 1 know that
their names were rancey (I'm not sure about the snelling of this
but 1 do know that the man was of Mexican extraction) and Perrv,
The former had at lesst one child and the latter had three, one of
which he had never seen, If their bodies have been picked up 1
would like to have the names and addresses nf their next of kin
(if this is permissitle) in order to vrite and nut their minds at
ease, If thev were not recovered bv uraves Rpgistration them they
are still in that foxhnle between Kucsiéres (I'm not sure about
the spelling of that name) and lLongville, 1 doubt that I e¢ould
find the spot on a ma» now, sinece it has been three veers and
eight months since 1 saqggge area, but 1 do feel that 1 could
find the place if I wereaend if the edsze of the forest wasn't
mangled too badly by the artillery fire, 1t might be »of heln
to you to know that these two men were in the renlacement n»ackage
which 1 believe (I have no record of this however) was designated
"X-82-F" and had a temporary APO of 15422,

1 would like to near from vou in regerd to this matter, as
1 have been wondering about it for a long time and »nrobebly
should have written sooner, Hoping that 1 mav be of some heln,

1l remain,

Yours in comredeshin,
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