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BEADQUARTERS 17th TANK BATTALION gou o < AERgE)
AP0 257, U, S. Army ‘Z/“ § U~

U-N-I-T H-I-S-T-0-R-Y
of the 17th Tank Battalion

for the month of September 1944,

Pask Force WEMPLE which was composed of Co "AW and Hq & Hg Co of the 17th Tenk e
Bn, Co ™" of 38th Inf Bn, Btry "C" of the 440th F, 4. Bn, one platoon of Engineers s
from the 33rd Engineer Bn and one Platoon of T, D.'s from the 814th T. D. Bn went into
an assembly position east of Verdun, France near the town of Btain at 1¢@d on 1 Septem=
ber 1944, C.C."R" Hq and the other two tssk forces under that command also assembled at |
that point however the tssk forces remsimed intact. Thet is the wrious elements of the
task forees did not revert to their respective unit commenders, 411 of the forces of & i;
" C.C."R" remained in this peosition until 153 on 2 September 1944 at which time the command.
moved back to the west to an essembly area nesr the town of Dieppe-sous-Donavmont. - o
X
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Task Force WEMPLE closed in the new ares at Disppe-sous-Douaument at 1737 2 Septen-
ber 1944, 411 of the eslements of the 17th Tank Bn reverted to the Bn control on 3
September 194/ while still in this seme area, The Bn remsined in this same sres until
6 September 1944 becsuse the Division could not get fuel to move with, During the per-
iod 3 September to 6 September the Bn performed some: much needed maintenance. The :
light tank company, Co *D", turned the tracks on all their tanks and the medium tank
compsnies got replacements for the tracks which were worn out on their tsnks, It was
during this period that the Bn. recelved its first issueof Cognac which was received
very favorsbly by most of the men, The Bn Commander controlled the issuing of the
spirite in such a way that no ome could sbuse the privilege, in other words there was
no exeassive drinking. oY)

The Bn strength for duty as of 5 September 1944 was 37 Officers, 2 Warrant Offi- R ;
cers and 644 Bnlisted Men. On this date companies "A" and "B" were detached from the A
Bn and placed under the command of the commending officers of the 87th Ren Squadron, Sohed
The history of these two companies of the 17th Tank Bn for the period during which e
they were attached to the 87th Ren Squadron will be found in that Unit's hstory. o

The 17th Tank Bn received information in regsrd to the next move or operation 3
in the morning of & September 1944 from G. C. "R" Hq which in brief was to attack i
with the Division to the sast sndieross the Moselle River in the wicinity of Metz |
then on to the Rhine River st Frenkfurt, The 17th Tank Bn minus companies "A"™ and :
¥B" was to sttack under C.C."R" slong the route Eix, Chatillon, Haudiomont,
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?nii History of the 17t 'ank Battallon for the Month o ept 44,cont'd.

Pintheville, Maizeray, Moulotte, Hammonville-au-Passsge, Mars-la-Tour, Vionville,
Rezonville, Gravelotte, Ars-sur-Mosells at which point the Heselle River crossing
was Yo be made, C.C."R" was to follow in column slong the route indicated above
and 1t was to be preceded by s task force from C , C, "BW,

At 133F, 6 September 1944 It Col JOHN P, WEMPLE called a westing of his
officers and gave them sll of the informetion aveilsble in regard to the coming
operation, The order of march within the Bn was given ss follows: I & B Platoon,
Co ®C", Mortar Plstoon, Bn Hq, Hgq Co, Co "D", Trazins (which were ammunition
trucks and Bn WYeintenance Section). The remainder of the trains wers to mvert
to C.C."™R" contrel, -

The Bn started moving out on the route listed sbove at 150f on 6 September %
1944. 4t this time the Bn strength was 28 officers, 2 W. O'S and 439 E. H, Co's Gt
"A® & WRM had moved out st #115 6 Sept 44 in the 87th Ren Task Foree, At thie - 8
time Co "C" had 9 medium tanks with 75mm guns, 2 medium tenks with 76émm guns, one ' |
106 asssult gun tank, 2 one quarter ton cars, one half track sndone tank recovery i
vehicle, Co "D" had 18 M541 1light tanks, 2 one quarter ton cars and on 2§ ton i1
. truck., Hq & Hqg Co hed 9 half tracks, 7 one quarter ton vehicles, three 105mm B |
agssault tanks and one medium tank, Service Go had 34 2b ton trucks, 2 cuarter f
ton vehicles, 2 three quarter ton trucks, 1 C & R vehicle, one half track and one %
wrecker, .

The movement during the day of the ASth of Sept was rather slow bscsuse all
rosds were congested with t+roops, however, at 19f the Bn pulled off the road with
CC "R* into an sesembly area just west of the town of Mars-ls-four, At this time

we found that the leading elements were stopped just beyond the town of Rezonville
- by enemy action, The enemy had A.T. guns, Infantry and mines, Strength of enemy
was estimegted at 5 companies of men who hsd been recently shifted from the Russien
front to set up s defense at thie point., At 233 the Bn C,0, recelved an alert
notice from C.C."R" with an order to be prepared to attack on esll, The plan was

for C.C."B® %o attack in two columnsz with C.C,"R" in the middle, The Bn C, 0, issued
hig order to the Bn in casse the plan was executFad. Co "C" was to lead the sttack
followed by the asssult guns then the Bn Commsnder, Co "D® mimug the mortars, Bn

Hq, Hq Co, Medics and two tanks ‘romCo "D", The I & R Plstoon was tole with the Bn
‘Hq section to be used for special missions,

The Bn stood by all night on the alert for further orders but they were not
receivad, The weather was cold snd cloudy all night with some rain and it was ;A
still clondy snd raining some at @8JFF on the morning of the 7th. i

At 113f, 7 Sept 1944 the Bn recelved orders from C C."R" to move up to the 5
fown of Rezeonville snd to stert the movement in ten mimutes, The Bn sterted the 5
move at 1140 and moved into an assembly position north and esst of the town of i
Rezonville gt 1215. While in this positoon enemy artillery fire fell in omr ares ;
but no casualties resulted. - =

At 1430 Co "G™ of the 17th end the Mortsr Platoon were attached %o = force
commanded by Col, EEELER which wss to sitseck via Gravelotte to Ars-sur-Moselle
to 8 point just north of Dornot on the Moselle River, Our tanks and mortars were
to support the Infantry while they crossed the river and formed alridgehesd, The
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Unit History of the 17t 'ank Bn for the momth of Sept 4, . contid,

plan was for the twe Artillery Bns in C.C."B® todeliver hesvy fire for thirty
mimites just prior to Col, KEELER's force moving out, 4 Bn of Infantry was to
procesd in front of the %nks on foot. Howsver the Division Commander csme for-
ward before the plen was exscuted and ordered that the attack be pushed on more
rapidly., 4s s result the artillery conesntration was not laid down,

& 1428 Co "C" and the Wortar Plstoon moved forward behind the Infantry,
Co "C" was ordered to move a Plstoon close to the woods to the left flark and de-
livwer fire to protect Infantry, Enemy wes firing on our tenks with gmall arms and
mortars. At 154f Co "G"'s commander recqussted our mortars to put fire on dug-in
enemy positions to his left which they did immediately. Ehemy strength st this
point was estimsted at 20 men in well dug-in positions with machine guns, rifles,
mortars and bazookas. At 1510 Lt Col WEMPLE was ordered to come forward behind Col.
KEELER's force to sct ss resr guard with his remaining force,

The original plsn was for the tanks to move along each flank along a valley
with woods on both s ides and for the Infantry to:dvance down between the tanks and
under their protection, However sfter getiing into the fight it was found thatthis |
plan would not work for the terrain was not exactly iike the commandersthought it was 1
~ and the movement was mot fast enough, :

At 1615 one tank on the left flankwms Ht by & bazooka snd four members of
the erew left the tank, The lsst man couldn't get out because the tank wes surr-
ounfed by Germans, The man left in the tank was Tec 4 BOOTH and he called Capt
GEORGE on the redio and ssked him what to do, Capt GEORGE told him to ry and start
the tank end trp to back it out and thet, Capt GEORGE would be down %o help him,
Sgt. BOOTH stazed the tank and Capt GEORGE moved his tsrk down and put fire on the ..
snemy while Sgt BOOTH backed the tenk up to a safe position, Four members of ths tank
- créw were evacusted but they were not seriously wounded, One officer, 1Lt. FRANK B,
ZINN, wes evacusted with a hand wound, The tank was hit in the turret and damaged
but ean be repaired,

The ‘assault guns were moved up and put direect fire on snemy positions andths
mortars were moved to a position so they could put fire on the leftflank,

: Two light tanks from Co "D® were called up to sesist evacuste some wounded
infantrymen, The tanks went over close to a wooded sres hanting for the wound-d

men and one tank commsnder, Sgt, HAMMOND saw & German preparing to fire a bazooka "‘
at his tank, Sgt HAMMOND turned his tank sharply and the bazooks hit his tank st B e

an engle on the side and did not penetrste., However the equipment on thebakle ofthe o
tank ceught fire, As socn ss the fire was put out Sgt HAMMOND took his section baok
to try to destroy the men that had fived on him, Sgt HAMMOND and his tark crew e
showed plenty of cslmness and ability during this operation, e

At 1715 Capt GEORGE was ordersd to precede the infantry with one pletoon of
medium tanks, The route to he followed was @ very narrow trail through dense woods,
The tsnk plastoon started along the route with ths infantry dismounted gnd following'

the tenks and thrfy procseded in this formation until 181¢ when the whole o
action was halted by higher hegdquabters, They did not meat any evemy resistance in
“he woods which is very fortunate for tha trail was so narrow snd the woods so denge

that it would have been very sssv for the enemy to have destroyed the tanks with ba-
zookas, At this time an slement of the 5th Inf. Dilv, wss ordered to reliwwe this task
fcrrw. Ca
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- Unit History of the 17th ™nk Bn for the month of Sept 44  ut'd,

and procesd with the mission, G.C."R" wss ordered to withdrsw as they were relisved
S to the oricinal assembly area nesr Mars-la-Tour, The 17th Tank Bn mims
Cots ™A and "B" yere back in the assembly area by 2148,

The Br was in the assembly ares near Mars-la-Tour on 8 Sept 44 snd the Bn Com-
mander was informed that "Am & ngn companiss bsd reverted to his contrel and that
they would join the Bn in this agsembly srea, Orders were issued to g1l elemente in
the assembly sres to perform all maintensnce ppssible at this time, GCompanies maw
& "B re-joined the Bn at 1607 and their tanks and vehieles were immediately re-
fuelled and their smmuinition supply wee replanished, '

4t 1637 on 8 September 1944 theBn Gommander was ealled to C.C."™" Hy and was
informed thst the 17th Tank Bn had been attached to the 90th Inf.Div, The 90th Inf',
Div, was thonght to be in danger of = hesvy tenk attack and 17th wes to be used in
repelling such an attack, Lt, Col, WEMPLE proceeded immedistely to the 90th Inf,
Div. Hq which was to the north nesr the town of Higny. The executive officer was
ordered %o alert the ¥n and have it resdy to move ati the Bn Commanders orders, The
En Commander carried psrt of the I & R Platoon forware’ with him %o be used to gend
hack snd guide the Bn to the new location,

At 1877 the Bn, Commander ordered the Bn to move forwsrd to an gssembly area
nesr the town of Msinville, At 1813 the heed of the ecolumn moved on the road, The
route wes on the highway through the towns of Mars-la-Tour, Conflans, Abbaville :
Ozerailles, Fleviler, Lixieres, Merry-la-see and Mainville, The march %o the new
eT®a was very orderly and uneventful; we did not contact the enemy and did not logze
sny vehicles due to mechenicel failure, The Bn closed in the assembly ares Just South
of Mainville by 2415, The ®n, Commander and the I & R Platoon leaders had picked out

- the assembly area and the Bn was guided into the area by the I & R pletoon, This areas

L weg excllent for-Gur purpose for it was wooded with excellent fields of fire from the
rorth snd east $he direction from which the ememy was most likely to sttack, The Bn
vemaiped in ths area until @7¢¢, 10 Sept 44,

The 17th Tark Bn was placed in reserve by the 90th Inf Div and the Bn Commander
and the different staff seetions made petbdic visits to the Div Hq in order tc ksep
up with the situation. During the night of the 9th and 10th of Sept the Bn received
an order to displace forwsrd on the following morning to an assenbly position nesr
the town of Sancy. The route to follow was Mainville to Mairy to Arnderny to Sanecyd
The march was started «t F7ff and the 5n closed in the assembly area near Sancy at
f8ff5,The Bn Commsnder and stsff officers went to dudon-le-Roman to contzet the 90th
Inf Div Task Force Cormander =nd to find out how the Bn would be employed, The Bn
was ordered to remsin on thcfﬁ alert and to stand by for orders,

Armd Div and under the command of C.C."R", There gb specific instructions as

. %o where the Bn whould go so the Bn Commander decidsd to return to our origingl

. G.C.PR* gssembly area near Mars-la-Tour, The order of mereh was I & R Platoon, Go
"BY, Go "%, Hg and Hq Co, Co "C", Co "D" and Serv Co. The Bn moved out at 1437 -

and the mareh prograssed very satisfactorily slong the route Saney, Trieux, Briey,

‘ darney and alomg N 52 towsrdMars-la-Tour until 1615 st whichtime the column was

At 1345 the Bn received an order revertingvﬁhz 17th Tank Bn bsck to the 7th
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. Unit History, 17th Tank Ba for the month of Sept 44 cont¥d-

halted on the highway nsar Mars-le-Tour at 163&4& this point on highwiy N52 the Bn
received the following messace: "Proceed to Conflans then to Batilly, thence %o St.
Marie-sux-Cheves, then to assembly srea, gas up and await orders,t :

4t 1635 the Bn Commander contacted the Exscutiwe Officer ef C.0."RM aad re-

ceived orders to proesed to the sssembly ares near St, ligrie along the route Marg-
la-Tour, Brunville, Dancourt, Jouaville, Batilly, St. A1l and St Merie which the
Bn did and closed in the assembly ares at 193¢, The Bn Commander west to a upit Yoas
commanders meeting at 213% and called for a compsny commanderk meeting at his Br
Hg st 233/, The Bn Commander returned to Bn Hq at 235 with his order from G.C."RW, Bl
&gain C.C."R" was to he divided into three task forces with the mission of clesring . e
oud” the enemy resistance in the viecinity of Hsrange-Silvange, Semecourt, Sronvaug, S i
Feres,,and St.Privat. It Col WEMPLE was placed #n command of Task Force WEHPLE which
congisted of Go "O", Hg & Hq Go of the 17th ‘ank Bn, one companv of the 38th In?,
one platoon of T.D.fs from the 814th T.D.Bn and one platoon offngineers from the 33rd
Eng.Bn, Lt,Cgl SEELER wes to command Task Force KEELER which was composed of Go "A®
of the 17th T&nk Bn plus Inf, Eng., and T.D .elements, Major RANKIN was in command
of Task Foree Rankin composed of Co, "B" of the 17th Tank Bn pius Inf, Eng. end T.
D, elements, The plan was for Task Forece WEMPLE followed by Task Force XEBLER to
attack from zssembly sres st St. Marie glong the routs Roncourt,Pierre-villers
and to the west and back through the valley between Feres and Marange-Silvenge, Lt.
Col WEHPLE assembled the officers commanding the elements of his task force at
g 235¢'and issued his order. It was known that we would not meet#enemy resistsnce .
i, until gfter we had psssed through Pierrevillers snd over the high ground to the
- north and west of thet town, so his plan was as follows: The task forece would move
« out mounted in their vehicles in the following order: one platoon of medium tanks
¢ leading with a plstoon of infsntry right with them mounted in half tracks; then a
© tank and @ half-track snd a tank and & helf track, The forward observer from the

4#8th F.4.Bn who wes mounted in s medium tark wes to msreh Just behind the two

lead tanks. The platoon of T.D.%§§was placed behind this tank infantry point for- o

mation to beff ¥*%y a platoon of tanks, a platoon of infentry, s platoon of 4
' tanks end a plset of engineers; then the Hq section followed by the assault gun

‘platooh and the mortars. Lt Col WEMPLE ordered thet the forcs proceed slong the
rosd in this formation until resistance was met st which time theinfantry was to :
diemount and attack on foot, The lesding element wes to mross the I.P, just out o
of the wssembly sres at f/63), The attack wes lsunched as planned at #4637 on the
:orning of 11 September 1944. K1l trains remained in the & ssembly ares neasr 5%,
arie, : .

. At the time the attack was launched it was known thet the enemy occupied the

p;ﬁ;ﬁ%gts.a\eng the high ground south and west from Semecort and Feres. Due %o the
" -nature of the terrszin the whicles wers to remsin on the rosd until resistence wes
it bacame necessary todeploy the foree,

't.¢7§§ on 11 September 1944 the point of the Task Force ran into s road block
h# Toad about 1,000 yards beyond the adrupt right turn in our route of advance
or stifhe point where the railrosd passed over the road. The Germans had blown the

=5u
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Unit History, 17th Ter n for the month of Sept 44 eon

railroad over-pass and the rzils and ties blocksd the roed; they had pleced s faw
mines and booky traps st this point, This block was on the crest of a hill snd it
was possible to by-pass it to the right so the tanks and the infantry pulled up to
the erast of the hill on the right and deploved slong the crest and the enginsersg
were called forwsrd to elesr the voad block, As soon as our tarks snd ir‘zfa;itrymen
exposed themselves on the crest of the hill the enemy fired on them with small arme.
machine guns and = rtillery. The srtillery wes identified ss 105mm, At this peint
there was a slight hill to our right, high ground to the lef% and s high ridge %o
our right front dfong which we knew the forts were loested., This high ground which
was held by the Germsns was wooded and furnished exellent conceslment for them for
this reason; our troops could not loeate the exact positions ef *he cermans, Our
tenks and infantrymen from our position on the credt fired at all likely targets,
The platoon of Tank Destroyers were breught forward and deployed slong the erest of %
the hill and fired on all likely tergets, sl The e-m%:y had at lsast three gr-
tillery pieces and they fired intermittedly on our fores from #73 on throughout
‘the day, The infantry hed several ¢ dsuslties from small ame fire and the irt111ery :
esrly in the morning, In fact they were forced to remain behind the crest of the

‘5 hill to our right for the enemy placed ver accurste fire all sl 2w
i . behind the mesh of the hill, o AL e e A

At 1¢0F the Force Commander ordered the mortsrs %o place smoke on the hill
. %o our right which thay did, However this smoke on the snsmy probsble O,P. did not
stop the artillery fire, . ]

o 8t 11183 the Force wes ordered to contimue the attack regardless of artillery
five, The tanks led out and the attack procesded over the crest and down into the
velley, The tanks placed heavy fire on a dug-in position on our left flank and it
© . was estimated thst about 20 “ermans were killed, The one medium tank company(Co,
i % MCH-17th) and the infantry company (Go "B®, 38th) which wers lesding the sttack
. were stopped in the valley by hesvy srtillery fire and small arms fire, Howsver
«  the ensmy had such exesllent natural concealment and cover thet the sctusl enemy
' positions could not be located, The asssult gun plstoon had been moved to g posi-
" » ¢ tiom where it could place fire in front of the attacking elements but since we ;
_ could not locate the enemy gun positions it wes not known whether their fire was
., ‘effactive, : G

; "-.

. The tanks pushed out in front of the infantry and when the artillery fire

+ @nd ~small arms fire beceme so intsnse the infantry bscame separated from the
tanks, This \iﬁbﬁlem atteck foree was in svery bad spot for they were exposed
to' fire from the forts to their front and to ¥Yire from the high ground %o their

e _1 :‘EftLﬂank. s

A : At approximstely 12¢¢ Golonel Molony, the G.G."R"™ Commsnder, Wajor LAUER,
-\ ‘the $-3 and Lt.Col, KEELER who commanded Task Force KEELER were woundedby artillery
" fire., Col. MOILONY and Lt. Col KEWLER were evscusted, however Gol, MOLONY geve Lt.

- Col. AEMPLE his place snd orders before hs was svaouated. The plan was to push Task |
Forece KEELER over the crest of the hill amd to the right of the Task Force WEMPLE
ard bring Tesk Force RANKIN up to proteet the rear of both forces, &t this time
Lt. Gol WEMPLE took commend of C.C."RW, Major DAILEY too k Task Force WEMPLE,
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Unit History, 17th Tank =dey fOr the month of 'Saptemb;r Lo contid,

and Captain NEIL took Task Fores KEELER, Task Force KEEL7R and Task Fores RANKIN
started moving into their nosition sccording to the plan, However the artillery fire
contimed and it was bscoming even mors ohvious all the time that this force eould
not go down theymlley in front of the forts along the Feres ridge as planned,

Lt. Col, HARY wes placed in commsnd of €C.C."R® and Lt, Col WEMPLE assumed
commgnd of his force sgain, At 1515 it was decided that €.G."R" could not sccom-
plish the mission es planned and the forees were ordered to withdraw to s position
behind the ridge from which the original attack was launched,
The cesuslties in this operation were: Co “G® of the 17th Tank Bn hed one

officer killed by artillery fire, Lt STETS, and one tank commander, Sgt, WARE 3
injured snd evacuated. Theymxawx svacusted two medium tanks becasuse of the damags &
done by the artillery one of which was Captsin GEQRGE'S tank, the company commsnder. :
Co "B of the 38th Inf. Bn, had fifteen (15) casuzlties including one officer and
two enlisted men killed. Lt. GEIGER who commgnded Gompany "BR of the 38th Inf Bn

was wounded by artillery fire and avacuated, o

Go "A" of the 17th Tark Bn, Capt PIER's company was pulled back to the ridge R
and left to repsl any connter-attack which +he enemy might mske. GCo, "C" of the 17th S
Tank Bn was moved with Bn. Hg of the 17¢h %0 an assembly position slong the road pi SN
between Pierrevillers gnd Silvange. The ssseult Gun Plstoon and the Yortar Platoon
were sent back to S+, Marde %o furnish protection for the trains. Go "p® of the 17th

minuie one platoon which wes sttached to G.C. "N Hq and one platoon which was R

- attached to an Artillery Bn was sent to the trains srea. Co "B" of the 17th wasfhe1d

in the vielnity of Plerrevillers to be used in g night operation, _ /
: Major RARKIN with one platoon from Go nge of the 17th, some elemants of the 38th éf
, Inf and a souad of Engineers was given the mission of crossing the %411 from the north 7y

accomplished during the night of 11-12 Sept 44 snd the tank plstoon had no easualties,

Lt. Col. WEMPLE was ordered to teke a fores composed of one tank plstoon
and slements of the 3%th Inf and g squad of Bngineers over the high ground to the

south-east and gecure en 0, P, position in the vieinity of Bronvaux. This missién
was sccomplished during the night of 11-12-8ept, 44. However, the tanks were not

used es the timber was sc dense thet tha tenks could not get through,

During the day of 12 Sept /4 the 17th Tank Bn simply held its position while
the e réillery and the gir corps worked on the enemy positions. 1Lt, Col 4Damg
assumed commarnd of G.C."R" on this date, at 1998, Co "B® of the 17th Tank Bn
wasg given the missitn of securing the own of St. Privat, This company was orderad
by higher Hg. to dismount some of its tank erews and teke them into the town to
secure it., The tanks could not be taken into the town becauge it was not olesr
of mines and booby traps. Co, "BM of the 17th, commanded by “eptain PILAT held -
this town until after dark on the night of the 14th September 1944, at whigh
time 1t was relieved by elements of the 90th Inf, Div,

The 17th Tank Bn wes inactive during the day of 13 Sept 44. Bn, Hq, Hq Co,

= --'?0_--«--
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 zalieved by the 90th Div as ouieck as had been expscted so C. C. ™" attacked first,

'lﬁyb& by the rbsf:of ihﬁ Bn moved to a new ssssmbly araa.nsar Puxisux after it
vordered to do so by C.C."R " xt 10Pd on 1. Sept /4; moving with C.C."R",

At 1§55 on 14 Sept 44, Bn Hq, Hg. Co., Co ™A" and Co "G" started moving from
the ares of Pierreville to the gssembly erea near St, Marie, At this time one pla-
toon of Co "D* was atbsched %o the 558th Field irty Bn for their protection, one
platoon was sttached %o C.C,"RY Hg and the remainder of the company was attached
to the C.C,™R® trniy%.

- The trains §ére all brought under G.C."R® control and the 17th $ark Bn Ser-
vies Co, Commandst, Capt GEHRLING was placed in commsnd of the trains,

7
At 1555 the 14th ths Battalion started the march to Puxieux by the route
of 8%, arie,fﬁatilly, Jouaville, Doneourt, Bruville, Marsg-la-Tour and Puxieux,

The msreh wag/ very orderly and uneventful and the Bn wag closed in bivouse by
173f. The Bn remained in this assembly sres nesr Puxieux the night of 14-15 Sapt
44 and until sbout 14ff of the 15th,

Duzlng the morning of the 15th the ®n Gommander, Lt. Gol, WEMPLE received his
orders and the plans for the next operation. Briefly the plan was for the 7th 4 Dy

~ to ¢ross the Moselle River in thevieinity of Arneville, pass through the 5th Inf,,
- gDiv, and eirele sround e Metz and seize the high ground on the east side of the
river in the viminity of Thiony 4o form s bridgehead for the 90th Inf, Div,, %o

‘eross the river, The division was to attack in twe columns or two forces after the

river wes’ g;oesaﬁ €, C. ®R" and C,C,"A" ware to tske the north route thvough ths

towns of Arry, Lerry, Sillegny, Pommerieux, Verny, Penitoy and on around te the high
ground to the north and east of Motz in the ¥ieinity of Thionville., C. C."™B" was to - ' .
sttack along a route more or less parsllel to this route bwt to ths south and sast |
of £t., C. G, "A" wee to lead the attack followsd by C. C,"R8 but G, C. "A" was not 7//’T-A

L, Cél. WEMPLE was pleced in command cof the advance guard which wes composed u"f-
of one platoon from the B7th Ren Squadron, Co ™A™, Hq & Hq Co of ths 17th, Co "AW -
of the 32th Inf,, one platoon of the 814th T, D. Bn., one platoon of the 23rd ey

< fiu - Eng. Bn., snd ona battery of the 440th F. A, Bn, Co "B" of the 17th was to be
L usady ‘8s a right flank gusrd and Co "C" was to be with the mein body of C. C. "R%, o
© Go. "D® of the 17th was still split up betwesn the 558th F. 4, Bn., G. C. "R® Hg ES o

ﬁné'E G."R" traine, - #ﬂff

Buring the mcrning of 15 Sept 44 Col, HEFNER assumed command of G.C,"R",

.&t 1115 on 'I‘ha morning of 15 Sept 44 Lt Col WEMPLE sssembled his officers

"_a_nd dsened hie order for the sttack., Since the river crossing had bsen sscured by

C.C. "B of the 7th 4.D., #nd the 5th Inf.Div., we did not sxpsct to meet the
enemy until we were scross the river so the following mareh order was given: One
‘platoon from the 87th Ren Sg., Co "A" of the 17th, €o "A" of the 38th Inf,, Bn,
the T, D. platoon, the Engineer Platoon, the F,4.Battery, Bn., Hq., of the 17th,
the Mortar Platoon and the Assault Gun Platoon, Co "B™ of the 17th Tank Bn plus
onie platoon from the 87th Ren So whichwes to be the right flank guard was o rarch

- behind the sdvence gusrd until after we had crosssd the river, This of courae WaS

!‘ollmd hy the main body of 6.C."R" g part of whichwas Co, "G" of the 17th Tank Bn,

% 143f on the 15th of Sept 44 theleading elsments of the Advsnes Guard passsd
the I, P, which was near the town of Phxieux, The route to the river was on z high®
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Unit History, 17th Tank Bn for the month of Sept 44, Cont'd,

way to Chambley, Waville, Onville, Bayonville, Aranville and then to the river eross-
ing., The march to the river and the arossing itself was unsventful sxcept that the
erossing was slow, Two pontoon bridges were scross the river hut the trsffic on the
other side was congetted, therafors the crossing was slow. The 5th Inf, Div., and
C.C."B" had hsd much trouble in msking the crossing for the ensmy had plsced heavy
artillery fire on them 811 the time. In fact, the xossing was still under artillery
fire on the day that we crosced hut it happened thst the enemy was not firing right

at the time"%hat we crossed, howsver the bridges were protected by a heavy smoke
screen as weecrossed.

At 1845 we passed through the town of Arry and by 1935 we were through the town
of Lorry which had just besn captured by the 5th Inf. Div.

, 4t 2020 the Ren Flatoon from the £7th Ren was sent forward to try to &t ermde what
- was in front of us, They moved on past the road to the mépih'of Mariewlles and to the
| edge of the woods. This plstoon reported that they could hear motors running in the

| woods and & road block in the edge of the woods. By this time the advance guard had

| drawn enemy machine gun fire from the left flank. The advance guard pulled off the

| road at this position and deployed to the right of the road, This wes near the junc-

' |tion of the road to Marieulles and the road to the east of Sillegny. Cofs "aM & npn
lof the 17th were dployed to the right of the road to advance to the sast snd Co, mG*
of the 17th was brought up and deployed to the 1eft of the rosd as s left flank guard,

ole C.C."R" remsined in thisposition throughout the night, Lt. GCol. WEMPLE for-
mulsted his plans for pushing his advance gusrd forwerd esrly the next morning snd is-
| sured his order. The medium tanks were to attack along the rosd followed clossly by

| the infantry, the T, D.'s snd the Asssult Guns. #

At #73 on 16 Sept 44 Cspt PIE® with his Co "A" of the 17th moved out, They
drew some srall arms fire from the left 3fank snd from the woods to the front as f
goon as they reached them. At 83 the sdvance gusrd was stonped by the rosd block
in the woods, The engineers were sent forward to remove the block but prior to ¥
this the infantry commanded by Capt DAN JENNINGS was brought up to cover the block 5
while the engineers removedit. From this point the infantry preceded the tanks for 15
the woodswre very thick snd the tanks could not lesve the road, The enemy withdrew'
as we pushed forward but they left three road blocks, These blocks were formed by
falling large trees across the road. By 11¢f the infantry and engineer teasm had
clesred the road for a distance of sbout 400 yards or to the first clesring in the
woods and the tanks moved up to this point. This clearing in the woods was about
200 yards wide and the forward elements reported snemy activity inthe woods to the
front; .they could also see thet more timber hsd been fallen seross the road ahsad,
During this time our artillery had gone into nosition and was putting fire on the
road to our front. The enemy started putting artillery and mortar fire on the srea
ocecupied by EF 17th Tank Bn C.P, and the C.C."R" C, P. early in the morning of the
16th of Sept "contimied to do so throughout thé day. The srtillery fire was coming
from the north and east but we could not definitely locate their guns. The ensmy had
their artillery zeroed in onthe roads in this vieinity and the firing placed on the
roads did not seem to he observed however, some of the fire was observed for it was
too accurate for unobserved fire, The enemy counter battery fire was smazingly ac-
curste, The bettery of artillery which was a part of the edvance guasrd was compelled
by enemy fire to move severgl times during the day of the 16th ofSept 44.
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Uﬁit History, 17th Tar 3n for the month of Sept 44, con.td,

It was amazing how few casuslties that the 17th Tank Bn had during the dav and
night of the 16th and 17th of Sept for w were under artillery fire almost constantly
during this period. Hq Co. had one non-battle casuslty avscusted and two snlisted
men wounded snd evacusted with shrepnel wounds, Hq. Co had one helf-track knocked
out by artillery fire. Co "A" of the 17th had one man killed by artillery fire ond
three other enlisted men wounded end evacusted, These men waressll outside of their ;
tenk when they were'gounded, None of the other companies had any vehicular or per- &
gonnel casualties, Yo, "A® of the 17th with Co "A" of the 32th Inf Bn end +he nlatoon
of engineers tried throughout the day of the 16th to push on through the woods *oward
the town of Sillegny but the enemy srtiliery fire and sutometic weapon fire from the
woods held up the attack, 4t 1637 our artillery 1sid down s heavy concentration on
the woods to our front and at 164f the stteck moved forward. By 1837 the infantry
had pughed through the woods end set up outposts on the edge of the woodg, The enemy

- hed withdrawn From the woods to the town of 8illegny when our artillery shelled the

woods, The Bn G. P, was moved up to the first clearing in the woods and sll the Hg:

Co vehicles were dispersed in this erea, It rsined hard during the night of the 16&h
and 17th and ths esnemy contimied to put srtillery all over our positions, The infantry
wes puched back in the woods by enemy artillery fire st 1900 snd the Gombet Commander '
ordersd. thst we all just try to hold our positionduring the night, Lt, Col. TEYPLE
was ordersd to push on through the woods and to the town of Sillegny, The attszck was
to be launched at f73¥ on the 17th of Sept. During the night of ths 17th the engineers
and infantry hed clesavsd the rosd through the woods except one which was left for our
p roteetion. : : :

Lt. Gol. WEMPLE assembled his officsrs =t 220 , 16 Sept 44 end issued the fol-
lowing order, The artillery wes to lay down a 10 mimate concentrztion on the srea just
outside the woods at 720, 17 Sept 44 and Co "A" of the 17¢h supported by fo "AM of
the 33th wes to push off on the ettack st #730. GCo "AM of the 38th Inf Bn wse supposed
to hold their position st the end of the woods during the night of 16 snd 17 but the

srtillery drove them baelk] They had meny cssusliiss snd the company wes pretty well o

# demoralized, The 3%th brought up another company of infantry to support the sttsek.
“,.The artillery lgid down their fire st #72f and Co "i" of the 17th moved out st 37 L
and the infantry wss with the tsnke. As the sttsck movad up through the woods and '
into the clesring the enemy artillery fire increased, in fact the fire was =o hsavy
*that the Infantry could not proceed so our tanks deployed to the right and left $he

roed just beyond the woods and held their position, The 17th Bn tanks remained in
~ this holding position throughout the day while the 3%th Inf Br.re-organized their

forees, It rained someduring the day and 1t was rea!ly a miserable day with the snamy
“artiliery snd the bad westher, Our artillery fired all dsy but the observstion was =o
poor we do not know how sffective their firing was, Hq Co 6. Co, Capt AHEARN was
Lvacusted due tolettle fatigue ard one offiesr and three enlisted men were evecusted

from Co "A", The Bn strength at the end of the day was 38 Officers, 2 Warrasnt Qfficers

and 661 Enlisted Men, :

CCYR" planned to tryto take the town of Sillegny sgain on 18 Sept 44. I was

to be a coordinated dnfaniry and tenk ettack end the attack wse to be at 1200, however

the sttack did not actually start until 1515 on the 1%th of Sept. The plan wes for the

tanks to move down close 0 the town and put fire on it while the infantry went into

the town. Lt. Col WEMPLE used his tanks by hoving Go"A" deploy ik to the left, Com®

o the right and Co  "C® was to move straight up to the town along the rosd. As Co ™"

of the 17th moved into position or the left they were teken-under fire by direct fire

AT guns from the left flank and from the town, = )

10

0




AALAL AL I ; R |

Authority AJND 7350/ 7

By<& NARA Date?__*/?—af .
T Ll e R i D ¥

!

Undt Tistory, 17th Tenk B, or the month of Sert 44, cont¥ :
Three Co "IN tanks snd one recovery vehicle was knocked out By emsmy AT guns and their
axact positions could not be located, lowevsr, our tanks put fire on all likely posi-
tions. Co "BM™ on the right flank recieved Mavy artillery fire and mortar fire, By
16@¢ on the afterncon of tle 18th of Sept both Co "A" and Co "B" of the 17¢h ware TuUne
ning lown on smmunition and fuel so 0o "C" wss brought up and pushed through to take
up the asssault position, Co's PAM and "BY fanned out to the left and right flanks to
protect the flanks and ‘deliver what f£ire they could, Ammanition was brought up %o the
‘edge of the woods under srtillery fire and Co "A" started pulling tanks back a section
at a time to get smmunition, This process of re-supply of smmunition was glow but it
was the only wsy it could be accomplished beceuse we could not weesken our line by pull-
‘" ing the whole company back and the smmunition conld mot be carried up to the tanks be= 4
csuse of the intensive artillery fire., As seon as it started getting dark on the 18th o
‘of Sept Lt. Col. WEMPLE pulled all thres co fas of tanks back slightly but not sll IR
the way back to the woods to form a defengivs line for the night, Co "G* held the srea i
to the front or Bsst, Co "A" joined them on the left flank and Co "BY on the "right®, '

The asssult guns and the one gun which was left out of the T.D. platoon were usad as
. flank protection, During the day of the 19th, Co "A" of the 17th had twoc men killed
end 5 men miseing in artion, The other companies had no cesualtiss even though they =
were under srtillery fire practically all day and night,

On the morning of 19 Sept 44 our tenks were still in their holding positions
waiting for the infantry to get reorganized so we could attack the town of Sillegny
sgain, A&t @407 the platoon from 87th Ren Sg., which had been attached to our organ-
izetion was ordered by higher headquartess to mport back to their organization.This =
platoon hsd bBeen a great help to Lt, Col., WEMPLE for he had used them on several
occasions to reconngisssmee to the flanks for routes and theplestoon had slways ac-
complished their mission excellently. ; :

o At ¢2@% 19 Sept 44, Cept CEORGE, the compsny commander of Co "G" of the 17th
' wes killed by enemy small arms fire, He was stending up in Ms tank tarret throwing

g hend grensde st some dug=-in enemy infsrirymen to s front at the time he was

killed, Capt GEORCE had done sn evee lent job and Hs loss was a gresl blow te his

; ‘gompany, Lt. MAHONEY 4ook command of the company and csrried on effieciently. -

% Duming the morning of the 19th of Sept, Capt BILES the Bn S-4 was uwr forward .
at the forward swminition dump and was wounded by shrapnel, Soon after thig the am= :

miniton dump was moved further to the rear beecsuse of the intensive aryillemy fire, - = =
During the day and night of the 19th tanks were pulled baeck by sections to the fuel

 and smmunition dump for re-supply. 4t this time the tanks were also fupplied with
water and food for the craws. ; S

" On the 19th one man from Hg Co., Privete JAMES PAYNE was killed by ghrapnel .- =y
shout 75 yards from the Bn O, P,, and st the same time Pvt GORTON was gserdously  ° -, %
wounded, Lt BUCEK, ths ssssult gun rlatoon leader and acting commander of Hq Co ~ = ' .
at the seme time wss wounded and evacuszted; he was with his platoon on the fromt
line when wounded, Co "A" hsd six men evacuated on this dats with battle wounds,
Co "C" had twoessuzlties in addition to the company commander, Hg Co hed two men :
evsousted with bettle fatigue, i '

-9

5 "'-‘11 - -




AALA L ADOIT I E B |

Authority AJND 7350/ 7

By<& NARA Date 7-/705 |
Sl i

- Tnit History, 17th Te~% Br for the month of Sept iy v wa, B

During the morning of the 19th of Sept the tanks simply held their position
weiting for the infantry to get reedy to enter the town agein. Since this oper-
. ation at Sillegny had begun the 38th Inf Bn had had four different commanders dus
' ! to the respective commsnders being wonded or killed b y enemy srtillery fire,
Three Bn Commanders were killed and one wounded,

At 1348 on thel9th two tanks from Compsny "A® of the 17th supported by what
- remained of the 33th Inf Bn entered the town of Sillegny and just inside +he town
they ran into a raod block and mines, The infantry started removing the moed block
and called the enginsers forward, 4s ocur troops entered the town the enemy started
~_laying heavy artilisry fire on it and theve w2s very 1ittle enemy resistence in the
' "town other than she artillery fire. Apparently the enemy had withdrewn so that they
'~ could place srtillery fire on our troops. The ertillery fire beceme so dense and
heavy thet the infantry had gone forward behind our tenks had withdrawn or took re-
. fuge in bullding basements and our tanks were left in the town without protecticn,
At 1644 a P.W, reported that sbout 20 enemy tanks were coming into Sillegny from ths
northeast. ibout this time the Division notified us that their sir corps hsd deg-
troyed a eolumn of eﬁ tanks and armored vehicles on the rosd %o Sillegny north-
east of the town. At 1715 the assault gun platoon lesder reported two snemy tanks
approaching the town of 8illegcmy from the north end ' fired on them as they came
into range but did not stop them. . However our Co "G" tanks knocksd out one of the
tanks and other one went on into town, By 183 the two Co "A® tsnke had been pulled
baek out of the town hacause the eremy Iinfantry wes coming beek intoc the towr with
Haznokas gnd theres were mo j_nf'anf-,ry bt T T A s I'Oﬁm
to protect the tanks, Approximstsly a platoon of infantryfrom the 28th TAf Bn re-
mained in the town and barriceded themselves in g s tone building in the southsrn part |
-of the town. They had e redio and were in contaoct with G .C."R", Hj until sbout mid-
~night when they called for artillery fire gnd reported that they were surronnded by o
enemy infantrymen, We-trisd to send a section of tarks into the town @rom Co VBM But v B
. Yhey could not get in becsuee of anti~tani gun fire and srtillery fire, One tork was vE
. Xnocked out, e . . '-

SATTY
i

S e e A

* By 190 on the J9%th the tanks of the 17th had been pulled back out of the town
- of 8illegny sgain to hold = defensive line just west of the town, Again Co A" hald
 the left flank, Co "C® the center sector and Go "BF the right flenks. Dufing the night

© = of the 19th and 20th we received word that C. €. "A" would pass through cur lime on -
. the following day and we would sesume the role of supporting their actions, =

The C L."a" plen wes to sttack from the esst through our line snd to by-pass the
i town of siﬂegg to the south and tske s placs of high ground ‘4o the south-esst of the
fown, Co ™A and Co " of the 17th were to hold 8 position on the left flenk so thay
could place Tire oh the rosds to the north and esst of the town of Sillegny and thus
protect the le t flank of the C.C, "A" effort, Co "BY of the 17th waa to take up &
position s to the ‘south to protect the right flank of € .G, man, - '

From 1994 on the 19th of Sept until 167f on the 20th of Sept we simply held our
position moving ths tanks around very short distances to try to keep the enemy sr-
tillery from getting’ direet hits, At 1608 ¢.C. 4" sunched their atteck and » scsumed
our role es suppert and: flank protection which required very little charge in our po=

sition, One company of C.0."4" tanks plus one company of infsntry moved down to the
north south rosd approaching Siliegny and here the infantry was sigped down by enemy
artillery fire, Their tanks were not telng knocked out by the artillery but ‘due to
the fazet thst there was an impessible stresm to their front they eould not sdvance,
On the 20th flg Go evsenstsd ons batille fatigue case, Co "BY evscusted one of ficer
(Lt THOMPSSN) and ome KN with bsttle wounde, 2 -
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The 17th Tank pn remained in the supporting position throughout the day and night
. of the 21 Sept 44 and up until the afternoon of 2o Sept L4, We were under artillery fire
"most of the time but had no vehicular or personnel casusltiss during this psriod, The
22nd of Sept wss the seventh day that we had been in the Sillegny ares under the heavy
snemy artillery fire ang neny of our men ware almost exhaugted, C.0,"\™g gttack had not
besen any more successful than ours and we were sll setting thers baking a beating from
the ensmy artillery fire, '

It rained during the night but there wae no enémy artillery fire on so so the troops
enjoyed their first nights® rest inabout eight days,

: | Wajor WHITE was assigned to grd Joinedithe 17th Tank Bn and during the afterncon
of the 22nd was assigned to the Job of Bn §-3,

e e 93 nedivm tanks, 17 1ight tanks and 4-105mm asesult guns which were

availabie for duty on the 22ng of Sept 44,

The day of the 23rd of Sept was spent in the assembly ares nesr Psgny, It rained
mogt &f the day but all crews did what maintenance work they conld under the cireum-
“steness, There wss not srtiliery fire or enemy setivity in our assembly area,

Late in the sfterncon of the 23rd we received an order from C,0,"R" that we ‘would f
nove heck seross the river and into an assembly area at Puxieux which we hag occupied
onee b:fore, The ronts of mareh was to be = oposg river on the Pagny tridge then to

: Pagny Arnavilie, Waville gng Chambley and asssmbly area nesr Puxieux, The Bn moved
out ©n the march at F3f5 op 24 Sept 44 and elosed in the bivouse ares st Puxienx at
#5/5. It was very dari and rained most of the time during the march but we mede it

without any casualtiss, The members of the Bn wers ssllowsd to sleep until about 129¢,

The 17th Tank Bn remeinsd in thig assembly sres st Puxieux until 1225 on the :
¢ 25th of Sept 44 at which time we were alerted for 2 move to gn essembly areg near . Lo
© Btockheim, We knew that & big change in Plans was underfoot for s were ordered o get R

our duffle bags out of storage and beeanse 48 ihe long contemplated move but we did <y
not know the details of the plan, The route of march was to bes Puxieux, Marg~1asTour, .
Conflans, Longuyon, Longwy, Arlon, Marteange, Bastorge, Marche, Buy, St, Trond, Has~ 1
selt and Stockheim, The advance guard compc: .. .2 o "A", of the 17th plus other ale-
ments moved out at 1811, The march was rather difficult because it rained and was very
dark, One 4 ton car from Hy Co ran off the road and two men were slightly injured and
evecuated. The Bn was closed in the assembly area nesr Stockheim, Bslgium, gt 19p¢
on 26 Sept 44, - =

During the day of 27 Sept 44 we lssrned that we were in the lst U, 8, Army
and in the XIX Corps with the 2nd drmd Div and the 29th and 30th Inf, Divisions,
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Unit History, 17th Tank Bn for the month of Sept 44 somtimed,

We remained in the sssembly sres at Stookheinm until 184¢ on the 29th of Sept.
During this pefod the time was devoted to much needed first and second echelon
maintenance ovwhicles, Members of the command received showsrs whichwrs very
welcome by sveryons,

! On the 27th of Sspt 44 we learnsd that the plan was for the 7¢h 4.D., to move

%o an attack position in the vielnity of st. Anthonis, Holland, and to sttack south
and southwss* along the west side of the Maas River and to seize objectives in the =
vicinity of Grothem and Millert, The planx was for the Div to attack in two columns ;
with C,C."A" and C.C "B ghreast with G.C."4" on the right and G.C."3" on the left =
with C.C."R" initistady following C.C."8% in reserve. The 17th Tank Bn wes still an
element of C ¢ ,'m¥, i

On the 29th of Sept Co 7D of the 17th Tank Bn wes detached gnd placed under
the command of 15, Gol., JONES whoge foree was to furnish flank protection for the
Division for the fortheoming operution, : :

On the 29th the Bn was alerted for the move Yo the ‘assault position., The order
of march for ¢ £."R" was to be: Ths advance gusrd composed of one plstoon from Co L5
17th Tank Bn plus other elements, Hg, C.C."R% 32th Inf Bn, 774th F.4.Bn, 17th Tank Bn
(mirmsj_, 440th F.A.Bn and Gop™BM of the 17th mimis one platoon, The march order within
the Bn was to be Go "C", Hq and Hg 0o, Co "A" snd the trains. The leading elements
moved out at 184¢ on 29 Sept 44 and followsd the following route; Neerceteran,
Heikart, Neerhoven, Rinroy, Weert, Asten and into sn assembly ares east of Asisn
n8a*-Voordeldonk, The Bn closed in this eres st OP1F, 30Sept 4/ and remained there - ¢ v |
until 1315 on 30 Sept 44. s d

- ‘At 1315 on 30 Sept 44 the 17th Tank Bn as an element of CLC."R" moved into . .. ,
- @n assembly ares north of St. Anthonis, nesr De Psrk, The route followed was Lsten,
Deurne,“Bakel, Gemert, Heide, St. Anthonis, Ledecker snd the sssembly ares which

we closed in at 1514, ' '

¥ C.C. "A" and G .0 ."B¥ lgunches their attack as planned st 1315 on 30 gept 42
and C. C. "R" wes waiting in the initial sttack position at s 30 Sept L) for
orders to perform their misgion in the attack, At thig time Co "D" was s%111 de-
tached and esch of the medium tank companies had only 12 tanks,






































































