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BATTLE OF CANALS

Operstions of the 7th Armored Division
27 October - 7 November 1944

INTRODUCTION

At 0718 on 27 October the Germen Army launched a
vigorous attack against the 7th US Armored Division
guarding the right f lank of the British Second Army
in Southeastern Holland. For three days two powerful
Germen Panzer Divisions clashed with the 7th Armored
Division in an attempt to force a diversion from our
drive on the Scheldt Peninsule to the west, or to cut
our lines of communication and supply along the Hollsnd
sallent towsrd Arnhen,

On the morning of 27 Qctober elements of the 9th
Panzer Division began the attack against the town of
Meijel, Holland. When our efforts to counter his thrust
hed failed, the enemy, who had reinforced himself through-
out the day with additional armor am infantry, leunched
a second atbtack to the north and west from Meijel. By
this time the reServe of the 7th Amored Division was in
position and prevented further substantial geins. During
the second day of the attack the enemy was content to
hold dawn our forces while he built up his strength by
the eddition of & second division, the 15th Panzer
Grenadier. On the third day the eneny sgain struck
vigorously to the north and west from Meijel. To the
north he penetrated the line to cepture the town of
Liesel but was unable to clear the main rosd from Meijel
to Liesel, while to the west he attempted to overrun our
forces astride the roed to Asten., By a firm stand in
both sectors and with the invaluable sssistence of the
artillery of the division and attachoed British units
the enemy attzck was contained.

On the third night reinforcements arrived, and the
sector of the 7th Armored Division was cons id erably
ghortened. Two days ls ter the arrivel of additional
British forces still fur Lher strengthenced the front.

On 2 Novenber the div ision on s narrow front struck

back at the enemy to renove him from = pert of the territory
he hsd gained. TFour days of pushing brought our troops
almost to #ie limited division objective, but the final
assault was to awailt the parsllel attack fr-m the nor th,
Once sgain additional British units were brought up and

the 7th Armored was able to return to the Ninth U.S. Army,
its mission of contezininz the Gemen s along a wide sector

of the British right flank Heving been successful,
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THE SITUATION

October, 1944, was a month for consolidetion and
preperetion for the Allied forces. A prime prerequisite
for any lerge-scale push into Germany was the shortening
of our much-extended supply lines. The lightning thrust
of the British armored units to the north in the latter
Wzeks of September had caught the Germans off gusard;
Antwerp had been captured before extensive demolitions
could be effected, Here was the needed link in our
supply line. Antwerp, one of the larzest ports in
Burcpe, was close to our northern flank end could be put
into operation with & minimum of reconstruction,

The German wes not to relinquish his erip on this
prize without s stiff fight. His trump csrd was control
of the Scheldt Estuary, the approaches to the harbor. It
was essential to remove the enemy from this srea. Units
for the mopping up operation were drawn from the western
flank of the Holland selient end concentrszted in the
Antwerp sector,

The plan of action outlined for the month of October
called for the'7th U.S, AFmoed Division to protect the right

flank of the British Second Amy during

Division the Scheldt operation, (1) The command-
mission ing general of the 7th Armored Division

ordered the division to establish a counter=-
reconnalssance screen and maintain contact with the
Belgian Brigade on its right flank, end to be prepared
at all times to comnit the bulk of the division against
any serious thrust the enemy might attempt in the sector
from Deurne to Weert, (2)

POSITION

The division front in the latter weeks of October
was as follows: on the north, Combat Command B (CCB)
held two bridges across the Griendtsveen cansl (7018)
in the center, the 87th Reconnaissance Sguadron patrolled
24,000 yards of the Deurne and Nord censls from east of
Liesel to the canal junction immedistely to the south of
Nederweert; and to the south, Combat Commard 4 (CCA)
patrolled 10,000 yards slong the Wessem csnesl to the 90th
east-west coordinate, On the extreme right (south) flank,
the Belgian Brigade, attached, held a sector south
along the Wessem canal to the junction with the Meuse
River, and then south to Ophoven. GConbat Gomuand R (CCR)
was in division reserve et Astern. The total front extended
about 25 miles,
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