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Armoured Brigade.

The front to be occupied by the 104th Division
faced north to the Maas-Yeal estuary 22 miles sway, and
in width extended roughly 8000 yards on each side of the
main roed running northeast to Zundert and Breda., The
land here is flet with an Impcrceptible slope to the
northwest., Under the sandy surface, impervious clay
prevents standing water from draining sway and necessitates
extensive ditching of roads, mesdows, and plantstions.
Grein, sugarbeets and potafocs are grown where the
ground is not too msrshy; elsswhere is rough pasture and
small but numcrous plantings of pine woods in various
stages of erowth. Sineec thsre ere no hills, the buildings
and steepnles of villages provide the only observation,
The only terrain featurse of the entire area is the River
Mark which flows east to west some four miles south of
the Hollandsch Diep. Vehicular traffic is road-bound.
The principal routes of stons construdtion are good, but
2ll others are narrow and incaoable of two-way ailitery
traffie.

QPERATTIONS

On 23 October 1944 as directed by 1 Corps, Regi-
nental Combat Team 413, undsr comnand of Colonel Welcome
P, Waltz, moved into the defecnsive positions of 56
Infantry Brigade in & zone about 8000 yards wide. On

the right the lst Battalion occupied

Relief the vicinity of Helden (8612} and sent

a reinforced rifle plztoon to Qosthrecht

(8210) on the division boundary to defend
against sttack from the northeast. In the center the
24 Battslion, with & platoon of the anti-tank comveany
zttached, ormganized neer Stapelheide (8514), holding &
rifle compsay (which could be reinforced with & section
cach of kcavy mechine guns and 8lmm mortars) in mobile
regimental rescrve, On the left the 3d Battalion
established itzelf sround ths wvillage of Losnhout
(B415)., It also had attscked a platoon of anti-tank guns.
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