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UPERATIONS OF COMPANY C, 38TH ARMORED INFANTHY BATTALION
{TTH ARMCRED DIVISION) IN THE CAFTURE OF BUROSIN, GERMANY
(RUHR ENCIRCLEMENT}, 29 MASCH 1545, (CENTRAL EUROPEAN CAMPATON)

{Parsonal Experience of a Company Commander)

DTRODOCTTON

This monogreaph covers the operations of Company C, 10th Armorsd
Infantry Battalion, Tth U. 5. Armored Division; in the might attack
and capture of the town of BURGELN, OESMANY, on 2§ March 15L5, during
the encirclement of the Ruhr.

In pregenting this monograrh, it is the desire of the writer to
focus the attention of the reader, initially, on the Buhr area, so
that the proper background may be provided upon which may be developed
a better underatanding and appreciation of the part played by the
gmaller units during the encirclement of the Euhr,

The Fuhr industrial area is comprised generally of a roughly shaped,
rectangular ares extending approximately Cifty (50) miles frem ESSEN,
GESMANY, south slong the sast bank of the Ehine Biver and sast from
the river approximately seventy-five (75) miles. (See ¥ap A) (1) This
arca is located inm the valley formed by the Fuhr River, which runs
east and west through the northern sector of the Fubr industrial area
with ita eastern end joining with the Rhine River. Included in this
area are such towns as ESEEN, BOCHUM, DORTVURD, FAGEN, DUISBERD,
DTESSELDONF and others, (2) South of this built-up ares is a roll-
ing, hlly country approxisately sixty (60) miles square and to the
north a stretch of plains. (See Map A) (3)

The Fahr ares had long been recopnized as the great industrial center
of Germany, producing the bulk of her crude stesl and coal, (L)

Attentlon was given to the strategle importance which Germany pleced
upon the Buhr when Hitler in his hlitskrieg (5) plans of 1940, provided
far the occupation of Holland as a precantlonary measure to prevent

(1) A-1, (Map} p. 1355 (2) A-1, (Map} p. 1213 (3) 4-2, p. 315;
(L) A-3, p. 51h; (5) Lightning, mechanized war.
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the landing of British troops there and its consequent threst to the
Rulr. (4)

By Jamary 1945, General Eisenhower had decided that the allied
nain effort would be made across the Hhine in the north and that a
strong secondary attack would be launched in the south, thereby
providing the mesns for an encirslement of the Fuhr. (7)

By 22 March 1945, with the &llies in control of the west bazk
of the fhina and with two (2) armies holding bridgeh:ads east of tha
Rine, the stage was set to exscute the leng planned double envelep-
mant of the RBuler which would go down in history as the largest

successful eneirelement ever ascomplished. (See Map &) (B)

THE SENERAL SITUATION

Identified enemy units, opposing the allied armizs and dispoged
to defend the Ruhr ares, consisted of the Fifteenth and Fifth Fanssr
Armies and the First Parachute Ammy. These units were undsr the
command of Field Marshal Kesselring. It was evident thab the EnETy
had guessed the intentlons of the Al11es' main effort in the north
and had shifted the bulk of their trospe in that direction. (See
¥ap &) (9)

For days prior to the actual crossing of the Rhine in pirength
allied strategic and tactical air had bombed and strafed enemy troop
concentrations, supply installations, rosd nets, trarsport and com-
mnications in the Ruhr area thereby isclatine the epemy and prevent—
ing withdrawal cr reinforcement.

The Second British Army launched a succesaful crossing of the Rhine
in the north at three (3) different sites on 23 Yarch, but its armor
vag unable to break cut into the plains north of the Rubr as soon as
anticipated and was delayed until 27 Mareh., The Ninth U, S. ATy
crodsed the Rhine early on the morming of 2|, Warch and keaded dus sast
throvgh the heavily bullt-up sectors of the Ruhr with a view toward 2
(6) &=l, p. bB; (7) A=3, p TH0; (E) A=l; ps 1305 (9} &=1, p« 131.
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possible link=up with the First T. 3. Aroy operating out of the Bemagen
bridpehsad,

The First U, 5., Arey broke cut of iis Remapen bridgebead on the
morning of 2L March and, in a classic exampls of the use of arpor
during the exploitation and pursuit, raced for sixty (60) miles east
and southesst by 26 Mereh, 7. . %

n the night 23 = 24 March, the Third U. 3. Army crossed the river,
advanced rapidly, captured DORMSTADT and headed northeast for a future
Junctlon with the First U. 5. Armys

The Seventh U. 5. Army croseed the Rhine on 26 March near TORES
and eade contact with slements of the Third U. 5. Arny shortly there=
after. (See Map A) (10)

Tiue, with [ive (5) armics acroas the Rhine in strength, 28 March
ended with the encirclement of the Ruhr well on its way. The Hinth
Te 2. Arsy in the north was becoming the northern pincer end the First
T. 2. Army the socuthern pincer of this glgentic doemble envelopment.

The discuasion which follows shall be confined te action smd evenkts
within the central porticn of the scuthern arm of this pincers move-

nent; namely, elements of TIT Corps, First U. 3. Arcy.

THE SITUATION OF THZ 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

The Tth 0. 5. Armored Division assigned to ITI Corps, Firet U. S.
Aroy, and commanded by Major General Robert Hesbrouck, had been
comritted through the 9th and $9th Infantry DMvisione on 26 March and
raced out of the FEMADEN bridgehead eastward, It was spearheading JIII
Corps in this operation with elements of VII Corps on its left (north)
flark and ¥ Corps en its right (south) flank. (3se Map 3)

The Tth Armored Division, with all three () combat commands
commitied, wtilized secondary roads to advance by task forces of tanks
and armored Infantry. Utiliging this procedure, it traversed very

(10} A=5, p. 1113, 1128.
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rugged terrain btut was able to retain the impetus and momentum of its
advance throupgh by-pasaing enemy minefields, strong points, and road
blocks organized along the FRANKFORT autcbahn (11} and other primary
avemes of approach, Directions were changed ofter and by operatling
in mmeréns small parallel columns the enemy was kept completely off
balance ard uwnable to keep owr armor bottled or stopped. (12)

It was during this drive that the division epcounterad a new
twist in the enemys' employment of weapons, that is, antlaircraft guns
fired mgainst our infantry. (13)

By 28 March; the Tith Armored Division had reached and sleared
the tomm of HAFFEL arnd wos halted on orders from Corpe celling for a
change in direction of advance to the north 4o begin on 2% March.

{See Map B) {1L)

The divisicn's objective in the drive north to begin on 29 March was
the Ederstau See and its controlling dam. (See Wap B) The diviaion
plan called for combat cormand R and corbat command B to start out on
the afterncon of 29 March for this cbjective, utilizing task forces
operating over parallel routes,

Combat eommand R was commanded by Colonel Francis F. Tompkins and
was divided into three task forces for this operation. These were,
Task Force Beatty, Tosk Force Brown, and Task Force Oriffin, each
nered fopr the task force commander and composed of varying ratios of
tanka and armored infastey.

For purposes of this monograph, consldereticn will center om only
one of these task forces, namely, Task Force Griffin and the area

around KAFFEL and to the immediate northeast. (15)

THE SITUATION OF TASK FORCE GRIFFIN

Task Forge Oriffin wes commarded by Lieutemant Colonsl Mareuws 5.
Criffin, commanding officer of the 36th Armored Infantry Hattalionm,
and sonsisted of the fallowing undte:

21.1‘1 Hationzl highwey in Germany; (12) 4-5, p. 25, 26; (13) A-E, p. LS;

1L) &-T, pe LB; (15) Personal lfgﬂﬂﬂlsm



38th armored Infantry Battalion (less Companies 4 and E)
Company A, LOth (Mediunm) Tank Battalien
Cne platocn, [(light tanks), Cospany B, LOth Tank Battalion
Cne platoon, B1lith Tank Deatroyer Battalion (5F)
ime squad, Company B, 33d Armored Engineer Battalion
200th Field Artiliery Battalion (SP), (105-mm artillery outfit
attached from Corps) .
Cme Tactical Air Control Farty (from 9th Tactical Air Foree) (16).
The task force had been assigned a route of advance to begin the
sfternoon of ZF March from EAFFEL, skirting the southeastern pertion
of MAREURG, presently occupied by the 3d U. 5. Armored Division, then
esst along a secondary road to BAUERBACH, north aleng another secondary
read to GINSELDORF, then passing throuph BURGELNH, contlnue north to
REDDEHAISEN. (See Map C). At that point, new routes of advance would
be gszigned by combabt command R. Task forces Beatty and Brown were
to operate on the right of Griifin om routes psssing through the tosm of
EIRCHAIN. The mission of all task forces waz to clear out all towns
and enemy resistance along their routes of advance. (17)
4

Enemy reaistance encounteresd in the past had been sporadic, run—
i

ning from extremely light to famatical, The primeipal type of re- )
s

pistance enoountered thus far had been road-blocks and minefields, = o

Host of the elements of task foree Griffin had operated together
of previous occasions which greatly facilitated plans and matters of
coordination,

The order of march of the task force for this opsration was to
be a single column on the road consisting of a platoon of tanks from
Company &, LOth Tank Battalion, mounting a platoon of armored infantry
from Company G, 38th Armored Infantry Battaliony the squad of armored
enginedrsy the task fores :u:nu-.u:iu and the tecticel alr control party;
the remainder of Company A, LOth Tank Battalion, mounting the remsin-
ing infantry of Cempary O; the plateon of tank destroyers; Headguarters
{15}, (17) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt. Coleonel Griffin.
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Company, 35th Armored Infantry Battalion and Fedieal Detacheent;
service Company, 30th Armored Infantry Battalion; and the attached
seli-propelled field artillery battalies, (See Figure 1) (18}

The plan of the task force commander was very simple. It called
for dispatehing a plateon of light tanks from Cospany D, LOth Tank
Sattalion and the assoult gun platoon from Headguarters Cospany, 18th
Armored Infantry Battalion, as a recormaissance force to precede the
tagk ferce over the route previously designated, This reconnaissance
force was Lo have one (1) of the assault puns equipped with a loud-
speaker and carried with it an interpreter from Headquarters Company,
3fth Armored Infantry Ba;tt::l.im. This foree was to proceed to the
firat town, call the burgomeister (19) throueh the loudspeaker and
damand the surrender of the town. A refusal would mean the subjecting
of the town to artillery and tank five wpen the arrival of the task
torce which wes following by approximately fifteen (15) mimutes. Should
the burgomeister acceds, he would be carried by tha foree to the next
town along the route and sent inte the town to demand its surrender.
The procsdure was to be repeated until a town was reached which
refused to surrender and would neceasitate the commitment of the task

Lorea, (20}

THE STTUATION OF COMPANY C, 3OTH ARMCRED INFANTEY BATTALION

It will be remembered that Company Gy 30th Armored Imfantyy
Battalion, was a part of task foree Oriffin. In order ta foliow pro—
perly the events which transpired, s briaf descripticn of the organi-
gation of the company iz necessary.

The company was organized along the same lines as all other
armored infantry rifle companies and consisted of a cospany headquarters,
mhich included administrative, mess and maintenance personnel, three
(3) identieal rifle platosms and an antitank platosn, Each rifle

Eﬂé Fersonal knowledge; (19) German town Mayor; (20) Personal know=
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platoon was cosprised of a2 platoon headquarters, one (1) headquarters
squad, two (2) rifle squads, a light machine gun squad (actaally two
{2) 1ight machine gun crews), and a S0-mm =ortar spad. The antitank
platoon consisted of a platoon headquarters and three (3) 57-mm antitank
gun sguads. (See Figure 2) The company possessed twenty (20) half-
tracks each, meunting caliber .30 or ealiber .50 machine puns, one (1)
2l t.-:m. kitchen truck and thres (3) 1/l-ton trucks with 1/h-ton trailere.
Comeunication while mounted was provided by 3CE=-506 and 510 radiocs
while the compeny commander and each platoon was equipped with an
SOR=-300 for dismounted action. (21)

The company cormander dosignated the first rifle platoon to ride
- the lesding platoon of tanks, exclusive of the first iwo tanks In the
eolunn. They were to be followed hy the second platoon riding the
gecond platoon of tanks and the third plateon the last platoon of tanks.
The company commander and his ocommard group rode on the tank company
commander's tank for purposes of lialison and coordination. The re=-
painder of the company headguarters, the antitank platoon and the
compary's vehicles were all to [ollow at the rear of the column with
Service Company, J8th Ammored Infantry Battaliom. (22)

The sompany posseased only ome (1) officer at this time other
than the compamy commander. This officer was Lientenant Browaw who
comranded the f£irst rifle platoon. He had just joinsd the company
the day before having been transferred from Headguarters Company of the
battalion where he had commanded the assault gun platoon. Therefore,
tha company camander «new little of this officerts ability or ex=
perience, The second rifle platcon was commanded by ite platoon
gerreant, Technical Sergeant Lee. This plateon had lost its platcon
leader the day previcus when he had been wounded during acticn ine )
volving his plstoon which had been riding the lsading t.mhm: p;.u:t':n;;l 4
that days The third rifle pletoon was copmarnded by its platoom

(21}, (22) Persomal knowledge.



gergeant, Tecknical Serpeant Cook. (23)

The company had followed what had almost becoms an SOF in pre=
paring for thia fype of ocperation. Each rifleman carried a cartridge
belt and two (2) bandoliers of caliber .30 ball ammnition. Experience
had proven that since the company esployed "marehing firet and its
consequent rapld sxpenditure of smminition so often, this method of
providing ammunition for the individual rifleman 4id not burden him
excesalvely when he was riding & tank, In addition; each rifleman
garried one (1) white phosphorus and ome (1) fragmentation type hand
grenade attached to the "D ring of his web pack suspenders. Submachine
gung ware taken from half-treack deivers and given to riflemen in
exchange for rifles or carblnes,; Bwveryone in the company carrled a
full canteen of water and one (1) day's emergency D ration. Add-
itional ration=, water and anmumition were carried in Service
Company vehicles at the rear of the eclurm. Zach rifle platoon was
roquirad to deaipnates and arm & banooka tean, Spare battories were
carried by 5CR=300 radio operators in &0~mm mortar ammunition bags.
A1l company light machine gunners were equipped with a single asbestos
glove, appropriszted from unit kitchens, for use 4in firing the weapon
from the hip in assault fire. Hesupply of the company was to be
accomplished duoring brief night halts when directed by the task lorce
commanders. {(2k)

The morales of tha men of Company C was good despite their inces—
gant riding of tanks since 26 ﬁ;r:h. During this period, they had re-—
peatedly demonstrated their efficiancy and ability by quickly dis=
posing of any enemy resistance encountered and had provided for the
uninterrupted advance of the armor. Howswver, fatipue, dust, the hot
fupes and confinement resulting from this prolonged period of riding
tanks had mads the men restless. A noticeable effect upon discipline
appeared. The men had been warned about ageepting food or drink
passed to them by civilisns along the route and the nencommissioned

(23}, (2L) Peracnal Knowledpe.



officers instructed to be alert to interfere with any such efforts
pads, This ig menticned here as it was not too long before the
importance of this measure was brought homs rather forcibly. {25}

Just baefore the task foree moved out om the afterncon of 27 Mareh,
the company commender of Company C received a radio message from the
task force comander passing on inlormation concerning the enemy re-
ceived from the division G=2, The suohstonce of this =essapge =& Lo
the effect that a civilian scurce had reported arproximately 100
enersy troops from DEMMARE hed detrained at BURGELN the night bafora
and were heavily armed with panzerfausts. (26) (See Map C) This
onemy forge, it was further stated, had forced the local eivilian
populace to assist in unleading ammnition and in preparing intrench-
monts. (27}

Thie information indicated immediately to ths company commander
that plenty of resistance could be expected at DURGELN.

The task force moved cut and the commander's plan worked admir-
ably for the first two (2) towns along the rouie, HAUZRHACK and
GINSELDORF, but when the burgcemeister from ODNSELDORF was sent into
the next town of PIRGELN, he did not return. (See Map C)

The reconnaissanes foree, without waiting for the arrivel of the
task foroe, then attempted to take the town with the loss of three (3)
light tanks from enemy panzerfausts. They then deployed, contirmed
firing into the town, and notified the task rorce commender of the
aituation by radic. It wos 1330 hours when the task force arrived
on the outskirts of BURZELY and the light was failing fast. (Se= Map
¢l

The task force comander ordersd the leading tank platoon and
the artillery battalion to shell the town. This was done until flames
had started throughout the towm from the terrific wolume of fire,
Then the task forse someander ordered the leading eloments of the

(25) Personal knowledge; (26) German infantry antitank weapon; bazookaj
{27) Porsonal knowledge.

11



colusn to barrel on through the town, evidently under the impression
thot the intense shelling had driven the enemy sut. The leading tank
had just crossed a rallroad embankment on thz outer edge of the toem
when it was disabled by enesy panzerfausta. In oo doing, it had
become an affective road block for the remainder of the colurm since
tha road was very narrow, ({3ee Eap ¢) (28)

The company commander of Company C had dismounted from the tank
be hed been riding when the column halted and went forward to try and
g2t a better view of the terrain.

In the weak ramaining light he moted a samall village abouwt 300
yards teo his front with its teo (2) story houses astride the dirt
road on which the column was halted., A steep railrosd embankment lay
perperdicular to the road and approximately fifty (50) yards short of
the first btuilding of the town. In the dim light it appeared as if
tha ra.i_l.rmd croased over the road and the leading tank wapg burning
in the road between the railroad and the first building of the town.
Further on, ahead of this tank, were the burat tulls of the three
light tanks from the reconnaissance Coree which had been knocked out.
The reilroed embankment was too steep to permit a crossing eisewhsre,
_‘t«huruh:r, camalizing the movesent of the task force armor to the road,
(See Map D) (29)

Darkness had fallen and the fires in the town seemed to burn
brighter tham ever, It wag st this moment that the task forca posmandes
contacted the coopany commander of Company G personally and ordered
him to take his company in and clean out the town so that the salumm
could procesd. He informed the company commander that he would try
to effect recovery of the disabled tanks from the road so that they
would not obstruct the way of the column once the town had beesn sleared,
(300

The company had dismeounted as soom as the column had halted and
was deployed now with a [ile on each side of the road awaiting ordars.

(28), (29}, (30) Perscral knowledge.
12



L T

=
-

Based upon hia hwrnd and limited recormaissance; the company
cognander had mads hds plan. He called the rifle platoon leaders
around him and issued an oral order. The first pletoon would attack
on the laft of the road cleaning out all houses im its zone and procesd
For a distance of 300 yards the other side of town. The second platoon
would do the ssme thing in its zone on the right of the road. Tha
third platoon would be in gupport follewing closely the first platoon
and maintain eontact with the rear elements of that platoon. (See
Map D) The platoons would move out initially astride the road with
squads in column for purposes of control. The company commander would
move between the first and third platooms. Company medical aid men
ware with their assigned platoons snd a medical jeoop with litters
was parked near the task fores commanderis wehicle.

Ho further firing had taken place on either side when the platoons
quickly took up thelr assigned positions and formatdion and moved out
into the attack. (31)

THE CAPTVRE OF BURORLN
The men initlally started forward rapidly but as the laading

alements of the company aspproached the railroad embaniment the move-
ment slowed down while the firat and second platoons carefully erossed
the enbankment checking for the presence of any dug—in enemy. There
was a pause of o few amments while the platoons were recornoitaring
the embankment. Experience had taught them the traglc results of
overlocking a thorough imspection of sueh positions before passing
through them. Strangely enough, net & ahot had been fired as yete
The embankment was eovered with quite a network of intrenchments, but
all seemed unoccupied. This proved pusszling to the men and they moved
forward from this point with a great degres of caution. (See Map D) (32)
A2 the cimpany approached the town, flomes from the burning
bulldings lent an eerie aspect to the entire scene, Leading elementa
(31), (32) Personal knowledge.



of the company, nearing the first houses within the town, were aware
of the intense hzat from the fires, The men wers silhoustted apainst
the lipght furnished by the flasmes and the company commander was hoping
and silently praying that the lssding platoons would reach the covar
atforded by the first houses quickly, thereby minimizing the length
of time they were axposed,-

It had become evident by now that the second platoon would reach
the first house in its zone before the firat platoon reached its
First toilding sinee the distance to the house was considerably shorter
than that of the firet platoon. In fact, lsading elements of the
second platoon had indtiated a sudden rush for their first house.

The thought had persisted in the mind of the company commander
that 1t was strange that no enesy fire had been recaived by the company
ag yet and he had just about decided that the enery must have withdrawn
from the town during the artillery and tank fire when the faniliar
sound af a German Schmeiser machine pletol, cosmonly called a "burp
gun®, was heard. The burst had szemed to comé from In front of the
second platoon and 1t was followed guickly by a scriea of miffled
explesions and rattle of small arms fire. Flpgures could be seen dart-
ing inte the first building in the zome of the second platocn and in
a few moments the company commander recejved & report from Sergeant
Le#e oo his SCR 300 radio stating that the second platoon had taken
the firat building successfully, killing ona (1) of the enemy and
wounding another within tha honse. Sergeant Lee further reported that
he was surprised at the extreme youthfulress of the enemy sncountered
thus Iar, estimating thelr apes at about sixteen (16) or seventeen
(17}. This was a considerable change from the Volkaturm, or pecples!
army, we had been encountering horetofore. Complaining of the um=
bearable heat from the buildings, Sergeent Lee advised that ks platoon
wes now headed for the next building in its sone. (See Wap D) (33)
(33) Personal knowledge,
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It was difficult to understand how anyone could continue to
utilize and ogscuny positiens in buildings in flames such as these,
but 1t certainly was 8 good indicatiom of the Lype of enemy we were
maeting.

As mentioned before, the Cirst platoon had s little Durther to
go to reach their first buedilding. When they had reached & point about
twenty=five (25} yards from the building, the cracking of enemy amall
arms {ire was heard. The fire was coming from the house directly to
the front of the firat platoon and the platoon immediately returned
the fire. 0(ne squad was sent out to the left in an eneircling move=
ment, taking advantepe of the darkness existing on the cuter edge of
the tomm, in an effort to sppreach the house fronm 8 flank with better
concealment. {(See Yap D) (3L)

While this squad was moving in on the flank of the house, the
sozrany comsanderfs attention was diverted momenterily by the sudden
mowment of a silhouwetted fipure from the [first pletocon stapggering and
moving, without attempting to secure any cover, down the center of the
road toward the houses, The exchange of fire between the [irst platoon
and the enemy cccupying the building contirved. Belore amy warning
could be shouted to the individuwal so fodlhapdily moving in tho road,
he erempled suddenly and fell in the roed. The company cormander
cursged to himself over the stupldity of a mam so feolishly and needless-
ly exposing himself, but his thouphts ware intsrrepted by the sogplosiom
of hand grencdes and bazooka rounds from the vicinity of the [lanking
squad, This sguad, from the first platoon, entered the house and
gshort borsts of fire were heard ceming froe within the bodlding, A
report was received from Lieutenant Brokaw that the house had been
taken by the first platoon with three (3) enemy killed in the base-
ment and two (2) wounded on the first floor. HKe, too, remarked upon
the youthfulness of the enemy and advised the company cosmander that
(3L) Personzl knowledpe.
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ha was lesving part of hie platcon in the vieindty of the hovse and
leading the remainder forward in a dash for the next building which
was acout seventy-fiwe ([75) yards from the firgt. ([Seas Map D) (35)

" The company commander contacted the task force commander by radio
and adviesed him that a toehold in the town had been secured by the
coppary and that they were now procesding further into the town, (36)

For some time small area fire and explosions had been heard come—
ing from the gone of the second platoon; but the company commander had
logt visual comtact with the platcon when they had moved ahead. Upon
centacting Sergeant Iee by mdio, it wes found that the second platoon
was making pood progress, having clsared geveral more houses and were
new nearing the center of the town near a bend in the road. They had had
four (L) men wounded thus far and had just taken ten (10) prisconers
whom they were gending to the rear. Serpeant Lee was mdvised of the
Iirst platoon's position and thelr somewhat slower progress and was
cautioned to have his men watch their firing to the left of the road,
(see kap ) (37)

Sergeant Cook waz ordered by the company commander to move his
third platoon to positions in rear of the house just taken by the first
platoon,

As the compeny commarder noved past the burnt hulls of the light
tanks, he noticed that each tank had been hit several times by enemy
panzarfauats and in cach instance in different perticns of the tank,
(28)

i now fire fight had broken cut to the freot of the first platoon.
The platoon sad not mowved from its positions in the vicinity of the
houae and the company commander attempted to locate the platocon leader
%0 ses what was cemsing the delay. Tpon arriving at the house held
by the platoon, he resopnized the fipure which had been hit in the
roed previcusly snd saw that the man was dead, E.w:.ng b=en shot throagh

135), (36), (37), (38) Persomal knowledge,
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the throat. It wss learned that despite orders and .‘n.tn[:a to the
contrary this man had accepted intoxicants from eivilians throughout
the day and was in no condition to fight when the company diamcunted
from the tanks. He refused to rempir behind whem his platoon moved
into the attack and 5o had met his death as a result of negligence and
lack of alertness when it counted. (39)

Lieutenant Brokaw was found by the company commarder on the inside
of the koupe unconssious and shot through the chest. An aid man was
sdministering to him and told the oompany commander that the officer
had beeon hit as he attespted to jump from the window of the house and
lead his platoon to the next house. (LD)

The task force commander m notified by radic of the situation
end requested to send a litter to the house to evacuate the wounded
platoon e adar, .

Realizing that his present pl:u.n was inedequate in that it needed
rmore speed, the company commander decided to change his plam. The
platoon sergeant of the firat platoon was ordered to preorganize hia
platoon hestily and both the first and third platoons were moved 1o
the left flank of the town. From this position they were deployed in
a skirmish line extending the length of the remainder of the town on
that aide of the road with the third platoon on the right. (See Map D)
{L1)

Sergeant Lee had peported by radio that the second platoon had
almoat eleapsd the entire town in their zone ard was instrecled to
gove his plaktoon for a distance of 300 yards the other side of town upen
claaring the last house. He was also advised at this time of the
company cocmander's new plan for the employment of the first and third
platcons, (See Map D} (L2)

The firat and third platoons were led by the company commander in
the flank attack on the remaining houses, Moving gquickly under the
cencealment offered by the darkmess on that side of the towm, the two (2)

(39}, (40}, (K1), (L2}, Personal knowledges
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platoohs were soon nesr enough to begin their assault on the hooses.
Following the firing of basookas and the tossing of grenades, both
platoons rashed the remaining houses almost simultanecusly. The
houses were entered and following a brlef but intense fire fight, dur-
ing which both platoons received a rumber of casualties, the buildings
were cleared. The enemy, later identified as slenmsnts of the 166th
Infantry Division, hsd also suffered rumerous casuslties snd losses
theoupgh sapture,

The first and third platoons moved down the roed on the far sids
of town and contacted the second platoon. The task force commander
was advised that the town was elear and thus, the capture of BURGELN
was successiully completed following almost two hours of fighting.

(See Map D) (L3)

. l,‘::ﬂ: AMALISIS AND CRITICISM
L. ',;_r"\'
-)':P _ rd : In reviewlng this operation; there are several pointa worthy of

discussion,

The task foree commender's plen to have a recoanalssance force
preceds the rrgin body of the task foree aleng the route of advance was,
in my opinion, a good one. However, this reconneissance force, it
will be remembered, consisted only of a platcon of light tanks and an
asseult gun platcon. A notable wealmess here wos the omission of
infantry to provide security for the armored element of the recon=
naisgance foree, particularly, in view of the information which had
heen received mﬁmmm.g the enemy at DURGELN. This omission result-
ed in the losa of three (3) light tanks from enemy panzerfausts. Had
& platoon of armored infantrymen, or even & aguad, from Company O
been included in this foree, it is possible that these lozses may
have been avoided. The infantrymen would have been able to provide
¢lose=in protection for the tanks. By the same token, the recon-
naissance force cosmander should not have attempted to take the town

withoeot infantry.
(W3} Personal knowledge.



The radic message received by the company commander from the task
foree commandey tramsmitbting intelligence concerning bthe enemy in the
vieinity of BURGELY is an excellsnt example of prompt and timely
disgemination of infermation from higher headquarters. However, I om
inclined to belisve that this intellipence was not utilised properly
by its reciplente. With this intelligense, the tanks should not have
been permitted to lead the eclumn in an efflort to break through the
town without Tirst having the dismounted infankry precede and provids
¢lose=-in flank protectlon for the tenks. The result was the loas of -
the leading tank in the column and its subsequent blocking of the road.

In view of the necessity for the hurried employment of Compary
C and the lack of available time for plannding and recornaissance, it
is felt that the company's plan for toking the town was adequate,
Howewer, as was acon discovered on the ground, an approach or direction
of attack from the flank of the town would have provided more conceal-
s=nt and space [or mAnEuUvEeEr,

The individual who becoms an unneceasary casvalty as a result of
lack of gell control and discipline esphesizes the need for constant,
cloge supervislon and control of mem by officers and roncoomiszionsd
afficeras to prevent them endangering themselves or their unit.

The enemy proved that, although disorganized by pursuit cperations,
his capabilities should not be underestimated. The dissbling of four
(L) tanks, creation of mumersus casuslties, and delayinpg the advance
of a mich strenger force for two (2) hours is conclusive evidence of

the discipline, morale; and training of the enesy.

As a result of this operation, some of the lessons learmed are
ag Sollows s
1. Overcenfidence 1s likely and may become dangercus during the
pursuit,
2« During the pursuit all units employsd should be made as
19



galf-pustaining as possible,

- 3. During the porsuit frequent changes of direction should be
employed utilizing secondary roade to by-pass organized enemy re-
sistance and to confuse and deceive the enengr.

L. In the purpsuit infentry platoons riding the leading platoon
of tanks should be rotated Irequently for the same reasima that goouls
are changed often.

. Tanks should be sccompanied by supporting infaniry for close-in
protection when employed on independent misalons, due to the exireme
wvalnerabdlity of tanks to enemy infentry tank hunter trains.

6. Infantry should precede and provide closein {lank protection
for tonks during a night attack and attack of a tomm for the same
reason ag above basause of the lleited wisdbility.

T+ Ia the attack of & small town or villape 1t is deslrable to
attack against the long axis of the town or village since this approach
permits the entering of the maximon mmbar of buildings by the most
men 4t the aams Lime.

8. In pursuit oserations, [requently nipht attacks with little
or no preparation are necessary to maintain the impetus of the advance,
therety prohibiting the esnemy the opportundty Lo redrzanize.

9. Hand grenesdes, submachine guns and bazookas are sxcallent
weapons for attacking the enemy within belldings.

10, More thought should be given to the employment of bagookas
in pairs and threas, from different positions and [iring at pre=
selected parts of a tank simultanecusly,

1M, Aprtillery and tank Clpe alome will mot dislodes a determined
anemy. AsSsault by infantry is necessary and must be clesely coordinated
with these fires,

i2. All intellipenos recelved by commanders should be utilized

in formalating their tacticel plans.



13, A small unit, properly trained and diseiplimed, with an
aggresaive determined spirit and confidence in 1ts weapons, can

successfully delay and iopeds the progress of a much larger force.
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