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FOREWORD

This book contains letters John Peter Hazenberg, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, sent home
during WWI I . Johnds mother saved everything
discharge papersin 1945. Teetlt er s wer e compi led into this
Gertrude (Trudy) Boerema Fetters in 2012.

John took his Army training with the $3\rmored Division at Camp Beale, CA and
Camp Bowie, TX from 1943unel944. He earned the following Qualifying Medals:
Expert: Thompson Machine Gu8harpshooter: Machine Guand Marksman: Carbine.

In Europe John was assigned to tHeAfmored Division, known by the nickname the

ALuc®y 7 He was a gun |l oader/radio operator ¢
but couldalso drive the tank, and perform all the duties to keep the tank functioning.

John landed at Omaha Beach on 13 or 14 August Wi4he 53d Replacement Depot,

assigned tohe 7" Armored Division, 48 Tank Battalion, Company B.

| think John was intte first platoon, tank number 2ohn has a photo of himself by tank
#2and | assume it his tank A company consited of 16 tanks, divided into 3 platoons

of 5-6 tanks each. First plate was made up of tanks23-4-5-6; 2" platoon waganks
7-8-9-10-11; 3" platoon wasl2-13-14-15-16. There were 5 men per tank, so 80 men per
company (plus another 20 men were officers and staff). These 100 men and 16 tanks
made up Company B. The five man tank crew consisted of a driver airdveowho

sat in thedwer part of the tank. In the turret were the gun loader/radio operator (John),
the gunner, and the tank commander.

Mr. Ralph Arneson (¥ Platoon tank #1) said he men would sometimes spend days in
the tank, sleeping in their seats, egtifirations, ad using an empty shell casiag a
port-a-potty. At times they would sleep underneaththetarikt h it s 1706 ground
- a relativelysafe place frominexpecte@nemy fireat night

The 7" ArmdDiv fought all the way from the beaches of Normataithe Baltic Sea of
northern Germanyburing the Battle of the Bulgée¢y are credited with stopping the
Germans at the cross roads of St. Vith, thus preventing the Germans from taking the port
of Antwerp, BelgiumSt. Vith was strategically more importahan Bastogne, but that

town made for a more interesting news story and sadly the heroism of St Vith is relegated
to the history booksJohn was in thbospital Nov 194March 1945 withfrozen feet.

After Germany finally surrendered on 8 May 1945, doksn company moved from
northern to central &many, through the towns of Giazig, Schweinberg, and on to

Strasbourg, France where they turned in their tanks in late July 1945. According to Mr.

Ralph Arneson (¥ Platoon tank #1} it was quite emotional tsay goodbye to their

tanks whichhad so served them so well through many dangers.

John was transferred to the 40th Amphibian Tractor Battalion in Terneuzen, Holland to
train for the invasion of Japan. Japan officially surrendered 15 Augustd®d3oh
was transferred to lHeavre, France in early October, 1945, in preparation to being sent



home. While at Camp Philip Morris (the camps were named after cigarettes, and thus
were called Cigarette Camps.) the men had the duty of watching German prisomars of
who were responsielfor clean up duty, KP, etc. fidre camp.

Towards the endfdNovember 1945 Johwent with the other men from ti"
Amphibian Tractor Battalion to Southampton, England and sailed for Nelwabtout 11
Dec 1945 on th&/SS Europm along wvith 12,000 other men. Becauseaofongshoreman
strike in New York harbothe ship waited a few days in England. President Truman
went to N.Y. and ended the strike so the boys could come home.

The shiparrived in New York harbor 17 December 594aking only 3 days to cross

instead of the usual 5, and wast with boat whistles and fire boats using water cannons.
It was a very emotional experience said Mr. Arneson. John spent about a week at Camp
Kilmer, NJ to complete paperwork, check his tlsitigru customs, and get necessary

shots, etc. before taking a troop train to Camp Atterbury, IN the end of December 1945.
After a little more paper work he was given $16.80 travel pay 28 December 1945 to take
a train home to Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Johnwas awarded th&ood Conduct RibborEuropean Theater Ribbon with 4 bronze

Campaign Stars (Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Europe, Northern France), American

Theater Ribbon, and World War Il Victory Medal. THRArmdDiv was also awarded

the BelgianFourragee. This is a red and green braided rope worn on the left shoulder. It

was not awarded until 1950, so Jgobablynever received his. In 1982 the

Netherlands presented th ArmdDivwi t h t he Net herl ands Resi st a
length of service wa3 years, with almost half of that spent in Europe. His rank upon

discharge was Corporal, earning a pay of $80 a month.

The USSEuropawas built by Germany in 1929 aadquired as war prize in May 1945.

A normal crossing btheUSSEuropatook5days at 28 knot s. Johnds ¢
only 3 days, with a speed of 40 knots (46 mph) according to Mr. Arneson. That ship had

a most precious cargo to deliver ASAP2,000 war weary troops!

I have

typed Johnés | ettt er snotenakaanydpsllingpas t hey
or punctuat.

on corrections, so the errors yo



Johnds Ribbons and Awar ds

Johnos s ho urhed® Armg was at @mpsBeale, CA and Camp Bowie, TX
John trained with the ¥3rmor for 1 Y4years, from 1943 to June 1944,

In July 1944hesailedto Europeon the RMS Aquitaniaand was assigned to ther83
O Re p | fobteepl Abmored Division, 48 Tank Battalion, Company B.

At the end of the war John had the following ribbons on hisoumif

Top Row: Good Conduct Medal

Second Row: American Campaign Medal, Euréeca-Middle East Medal with 4
bronze stars fot EuropearCampaigns, Victory Medal.

Corporal stripes.

Quialification Badges, earned in training A
Stateside. m
Expert: Sub Macime Gun e ‘_

Sharpshooter: Machine Gun
Marksman: Carbine

X

[Tl
John was also awardeukt Belgian (i W
Fourragere in 1950vhich is a braided red
and green cord worn on the left shoulder.
In 1982 the ¥ Armored Divisionwas
awarded the Netherlands Resistance Cross
See pp 151152
Johnprobablydid not receive either of these
awards, and most likely was not even awar

that he was honored with them.

******




Brief Biographical Outline of John Peter Hazenberg

Born 4 Feb 1922in Grand Rapids, Michigan to Dutch immigrant parents. John had an
older sister, Gertrude, born 1912, and an older brother, Edward,19904 John
was a member dfirst Protestant Reformed Church and IMeryfair Christian
Reformed Churchni Grand Rapids, MI.

1941 graduated from Central High School.

June 1942Registeedwith the Selective Service

October 1942Passd his physical and is classifiedA

December 194Drafted into Active Service, Camp Grant, lllinois.

10 Dec. 194217 Dec. 193 Stationed at Camp Beale, CA (about 40 miles north of
Sacramento) for training with the 1 2rmored Division.

Aug 1943 Home on leave from Camp Beale, California.

Nov. 1943 Home on leave from Camp Beale, California.

17 Dec 1943May 1944 Transferrd to Camp Bowie, Texas (Near Brownwood, in
central Texas.)

April 1944: Promoted to Private First Class.

May 1944 Home on leave from Camp Bowie, Texas.

JuneJuly 1944 Ft. Meade, MD, waiting to ship out to Europe.

14 July 1944about):sailed on the RMS @uitaniafrom New York toScotland.

Late July 1944 Somewhere in England, mostdily Tidworth Barracks, WiltshireEng.

13-14 Aug 1944 7™ ArmdDiv replacement trooganded at Omaha Beach.

15 Sept 1944 Arrived at 7' Armored Div. detachment in N.E. d&frce. Assigned to
40" Tank BattalionCo. B.

16 Sept1944 Battl e for Met z, France; Johnos

7 Oct 1944 7th ArmdDivsent up to Holland.

Oct Nov 1944 Battle of OverloonandBattle of the Canald;lolland.

16 Nov 1944 left Co. B at Gonsveld, Holland, for the 111Evacuation Hospitaland
then toParis, France. John had severely frozen feet requiring medical attention.

29 Nov 1944 Sent td94th GeneraHospital Bristol, England.

28 Dec 1944Sent to 828 Convabkscent Center, Hatin, England, a 2,300 bed
rehabilitationfacility.

December 1944 to Jan. 194Battle of the Bulge! John missed this.

March 1945 on leave in London prior to rejoining his outfit.

12 April 1945 President Roosevelt died.

20 April 1945 Rejoins his outfiin Germany.

8 May 1945 Germany surrenders!!

23 July 1945 Sent to Holland to train with the A@&mphibian Tractor BNfor the
invasion of Japan.

15 Aug 1945 Japan surrenders!!

25 Aug 1945 Promoted to the rank of Corporal.

9 Oct 1945 Sent to Camphilip Morris, LeHavre, France to await orders home.

Late Nov 1945sailed to England.

11 Dec 1945 (about) Sailedrom Southampton for New York on tléSSEuropaalong

with 12,000 other GI &6s.

ibapt



17 Dec 1945 Arrived New Y ork harbor and sent to Camp KilmeNJ for a week.

20 Dec 1945(abou) Sentby train to Camp Atterbury, IN (near Indianapolis) for
discharge on 28 Dec 1945.

28 Dec 1945 Officially discharged from the Armed Services after 3 years, 1 month, 8
days. John was allotted $16.80 travel moiteget home.

29 Dec 1945 John Arrived home!!

13 June 1950 Married Blazina DeLooff.They had three dllren.

31 May 2003 John died at age 81. The United Stédssa quiet hero!




1942

IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY

Headquarters Reception Center
Camp Grant, Illinois

Date__ /2 — 4 — FZ2—

will reteive notice of his permanent
No visitors will be allowed.

Dec 5,1942, Saturday

Camp Grant, Il

Dea Mother and Father,

We arrived in camp Friday at 8:30 PM. Had been riding the train all day. Got here and

had a lecture. Wilbur and me are in the same barracks, close together. Got our uniforms

and enough clothes to last a century. Had our examsranghot already. They say that

we ol | probably get shipped out Monday, donot
when | get stationed wil/| l et you know. Di d
Boy, you sure get lonesome for the homestead out betgou just have to take it.

Conditions are different. Going to Chapel tomorrow with Will and Pete. Get up at 5:15

(ha ha) dondt | au dgdrthe oldGadatdome. Yowheat lot@fdho b uc k s
good language around here, but you just hayaitaip with it and trust that God will

keep me from doing it. Co u | akkiFi@artkbecpese pass t o
we were not here long enough.

Good bye, John

Donét write back wuntil you hear from me & |
Dec8, 1942

Post card oftte Post Exchange, Camp Grant, lll., with a postmark from Cheyenne,

Wyoming

| am in Cheyne, Wyoming so far.

Postmark De®, 1942, Salt.ake City, Utah

Dear Ma & Pa,

Stayed in Camp Grant a few days and got shipped out. Willy, doeJad Helder.

Somewlere out in Wyoming now, been riding all day & night. Seem to be getting near

the mountains, still goingannot leave the traiar go from car to car. All us kids in the

same case. Have had wonderful food so far. Going overthe madbsa v en 6t s een



civilization so far, for quite a long while. Sit in the car all day, talking anoksmg.

Cant write very goodkinda crowded & bumpy¥soing further away from home all the

time. Hope you are all well. So many guys were coming into Camp Grant whert,we lef

it wasenteven funny. If you ask me they just get and order and pick out the first cards in

the rack, good or no good. Not so lonesome yet, but would rather be home. If you ask

me webre going for the pacifitingicseaat.t, but yoO
They switch engines every once in awhil e, [
we 6 r e h eHadngalgodd time. Woke up 6:00 AM Sunday morning, had duty

Sunday night from 12:00 AM to 2 AM and got to be about 3 AM. Satdrotberly

office waiting for any telephone calls, but then had to wake up the sarge. Gwbutp
Mondaymorning. Gota® bed on traifMonday night about 12:00 at nightVo n gotto

bed about same time Tuesday. So that figures up to about 8 hoprmgteelast 60

hours. Well have to say good bye. God bless you all and hope to write later.

Your son, John

Included with the letter is a newspaper clipping of a poem

A Conversation

By Anne Campbell

The burden of our conversation was fiafter th
Al would | i ke to -ggfof, Oplsad els Gle ohr yvee mdwerf abee
AFl ying to London would be fun!o B|II sai d.
Altéds Pikebdbs Peak for me! 6 | aughed ed.

They were all younger men, but there was one,
The youngest son,
Home on furlough, and heaid to me, quietly:

Al 6ve been a | ot of places; |l 6ve seen a | ot

| 6m ready for thbhenggzhanges that the wa

But when the war is over | wondot want to r oa
Thereds just one place 10611 head for and t ha
Dec9, 1942

Postcard of thdllinois Central Depot, Chicago, with a postmark of 9 Dec 1942, Salt Lake

City, Utah. Written by Johndés friend, Wil bu
Hello Folks

Dropped a |ine to say Hello to you both. T a
Il 611 writeWlhwu both | ate

Dec12,1942 post mark

Pvt John Hazenberg

Camp Beal, California

DearMother& Father,

We left Camp Grant Monday, Dec. 7 about 1:30 P.M. Arrived at Camp Beal, California,
Thursday De. 10 at about 8:00 P.MWNe rode on the train about 80 hoat®gether.

The climate out here, which is aentralCal.,is kind d crisp. It rains quite a bitAll us

kids, Willy, Joe Fron, Jud HeldearveDeWitt all rode down on the same car. We saw



many scenes and different landscapes. The most deselateVidyoming & Utah, not

seeing any people for many miles. We arrived in cahyrsday Ded.0, and

immediately all us kids were separated attleagreat share of us. MaybdllWand Joe

stuck together but the rest of us are in different barracks. Wieen got her e di dnodt
very good reception, ifact | thinkwe got the worst thegould giveanyone, and so does

everyone else, byou musthave to take it aihmake the best of it. We didget no food

here lashightwhen evergne was hungry thanhkag. Infact to tellyouthe truth you

have to walk Bout a mile and a half evetime you want chow (eat). Haxd even got

no drinking water in the barracksdithe closest place to get that is also to the mess hall

which is 11/2 miles away. Thebarcak s we got i n the first night
in them. We had to wait around till 1:00 AM before we got into bed and got up at 5:30

AM. The ground arountere is terrible, all red clapat stickgo you. As far as | know

this place is a place f@n armored division é&p tanks trucks et®aid thereare arriving

about 1,000 a day obere. Had a nice trip but danrite more in letter. | will send my

address later in quarantine.

Love, John

Dec16,1942 post mark

Pvt John P. Hazenberg

Co E 48" ARMD REGT

13"ARME&6D DIV APO #263
CAMP BEALE, CALIF.

US Army

My new address, use this address

Dear Mother& Father,

How ar e youwoodgl tK.myt hmaegew saddress today, thato
We arrived in our new barrackoés Dec. 14, 42.

about 14 days. | n ot lcewe wanoto, sush,as thegpost an 6t go a
exchange etc. But | can go to the officers day room and write letters and reachesmgazi

if 1 want too. Jud Hel der isn6t so far fron
heés somewhere in the Medical DBpnatrt ment . I
know what doing yet as | am | wbkingamlit arti ng my
drilling and doing odgobs. Cathnetics (excercise) ¥z hours in the morning when | get

up then we run for a while and march, can yo
legs just sem to keep on going until they gettted May be | dlhtlhdpe s e s ome
SO. It will ease my burden a | ot. The comp
them big things that go through anything. I
dondt find out wuntil about ictrainmnglessl30f my bas
weeks. A tank consists of about 6 men, driver, radioman, 3 gunners, and an assistant

They also have trucks and other implements. This camp is only 3 months old, no water

yet, water is impure, so once in a while, we get a canteseatef from the mess hall.

The food is pretty good here, better than we
weat her is kind of chilly here. And the fog
morning and starts settling about 6:30 at nighe are 3 hours behind you as we are on

Pacific time Ithinkthi s camp i snét very settled yet, th

1C



time, you candét go to any town, because the
that town has only 7,000 people.aW k one street and youdre thr
according to the best information | could get covers 88,000 acres, so you can see its really

a big one. Hardly none of the barracks are furnished very good. The heating in them

i sndt wo.Thebfficars afietery goung, | imagine some tfem 90 day

miricals, probleywent to officers candidate school. Lots of southerners in our barracks.

Only found one other Hollander in our place, pretty nice kid form near Chicago, went to a
Christian Reformed Glirch out there. Fella by the name of Langland sleeps near me, all

the others seem to be from Ohio, Kentucky, and Virginia. Maybe wont get out of
guarrantine until after Christmas. Il donodt
money, spent only alnt $1.10 maybe not even that since | left home. Get some lecture

on something different every day, but the marchingl!dll the same almas(walk, walk

this wayand that way. Hear and awful lot of bad language, but you just hawe tp p

with it andhope for thebest. | think the 46Regiment is mostly practicing for desert

warfare as they have maneuvers always in the d@skirtda hot place) Sure would like

to be a |little closer to home, |l 6m only 2,70
one sleeping on that bed at home instead of this army cot, but | seem to sleep OK. The

other night I got up in the middle of the night to go to the bathroom and thought | was

home, and then came to my senses and realized | was in the barracks, aadefjaves

funny feeling. Didbdo much at classification, ask you if you drove a car hatd about

all. It seems they just put a fella anyplace they feel like wherelleeehave room.

Seems they ddrtare wether a fellas had any experience in a cditdih Seen one fella

who drove a truck all the time for about 6 years, he got stuck in the infantry but maybe

they have a reason for it. Qdall wether my skin is getting better or worse yet. If it

starts getting worséde ldoich oqui blutgétdoOma hpaps R ¢
Try to keep up with church activities as much as possible, but there are certain

restrictions whennh in quarantine. lsually read a passage out of the testament at night,

and sometimeduring the day, althoughdont have much time, always on the go. But

hopethat the Lord will keep me iperfect safety in this war torn world nowadays. Hope

the Lord may bless you all and provide you all sufficiently and take care of you all.

Religion is very scarce in thesargs, especially when you are amongst some fellows who

never saw the inside of a church. Enjoy going to chapel on Sundays and hope to continue

on going to it. Have to be closing now as time getting a little short. Am allowed to stay

up till 11 o clock lt usually retire before that. Get up at 6:00 in the mornkigpe that

the Lord may bless you and keep you all.

| remain

Your son JohiHazenberg

You can start writing now, use the address on the first page.

Dec17,1942postmark

Camp Beale. Calif

Christmas card, with a note on the back.

Dear Everyone

This was the only Christmas postcard | could get. As hlasgnt gotmuch of a post

exchang@ ut her e, nionthd ng Ilim athtewafigafelacaddo t her e i

11



for entertainment at nig out here. So this card goes for every one, Gert, Chuck, Walt,
Bert, Coral, and every one else, all relatives, etc. etc.
With love, John

Dec18,1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Dear Mother and Father,

Still going s ttga muh,fordntethironent in fat ndthang. €l'lnedost
Exchange hasegpt nothing in it and the guys are lined up about 7 deep. Stidmmay

& drilling and excerciseCant write much now asnlin bed already but hope to receive
a letter from someone soon. It takes@mlfor a letter to get here sometimes 5 ddys
sending this one via airmail let me know how many days it takes to get to you. My
address is on the other side, when you send a letter put your returrsamdties back of
it. Ifitdontreachmeyouwl!l | get it back. Writing this |
morning. Have to quitow.

God Bless you all, John

(Enclosed with the letter is@atholic devotional cardiith a picture Jesus behind two
servicemenfiOur Divine Protectax. On the back ofie card are the Act of Contrition
and a Prayey.

Dec19,1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Penny postcard

Dear Mother& Father

Am not writing anything much on this card, but just to let you kiteat Im all O.K. and
will write you a full lettera little later.

Your son, John

Postmarked De80, 1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Dear Ma & Pa,

You probabl y derfdrouwte awhile wel domerryaYol will

probably get letters regularly nowhe slight irregularity in theontinueus supply was
causedbym being put in the (you guessed it
throato about Dec. 17. | went to the d
couple of lozenges to take when | cough. Thatevea Friday morning. Well the cold

got pretty bad Sat. night. The Commander of the Co. told me to go to the doc in the
morning, as | could hardly talk andyrthroat was so sore | could &y swallow. | went

to the doc in the morning, and what do you think they did, they gave me bditike of

cough medicine. Boy if anyone tells you the army gives its men the best medical
attention in the world you tell em there nuts. Well they let it go so far that Monday nite
Dec. 21, | wlaws threwang uips, coggipingnetcpsore threte that | told

the sarge | wanted to go to the dispensary again. They took my temperature, they wont

) Hos
i spen

12



let a guy in the hosp. unlessthgota temperaturd dort careif ya dort fed good, and

then they say theyog the best medittention for its mernn the world. Theres a little

spread of #ASpino Magituso or something |ike
camp. The Heck of it they got the kid that sleeps next to me in the barracks,dagme

from the hosp. Dec 29, heft today for the hgs. and now our whole Co. is quarantined

for an indefinite time. And we had just got out of it so now we have to stay in awhile

longer. Havent got many luxuries here. No footlockers, they have classes always out

doors and its always cold out (chilly) arany, well it just rains for days out here, never

saw such terrible weather, sun never shines, this gampee is in the Sacrentalley.

I n other words it isnbét no place to enjoy yo
months but that stiio long. Saw Willy & Joe night before | went to the hosp. They

happened to drop in to feblsogtodthen.aSulewast o see U
funny spending Chr i wdawaesvistomrthe 8 thagl wasdherp.. di dn ot
But hope © have a better letter to writext time. | have to quikriting now. Have to sit
on kunk or cot to write, they havegot any tables or chairs hardly or a room to write in.
In other words they aint got&XX thing here. But maybe it might improvesure do
hope so. | get sick of not having any thing to do or any place to go. Will write you more
later.
| remain
Your son,John
P.S. So far | dont need anything.
1943
Januaryl, 1943
PVT Wil bur O06Del |
HQ Co., Ren BN
APO #263Camp Beale, Califnia
U.S.Army
Hello Folks,
Finally dropping you a |Iine to | et you know
weather. Went to see Johnny once but he had a bad cold, | have a bad one too.
we |, |l dm having a good ti me. Army | ife 1 sni

years and we have it off. How is everything at home. Hope you both are well and fine.
Il 6m i n t he Isattatoo of thia divisiora We ae the ones who go alasad

do the scouting. We find the enemy positions, and report back to our division and tell
them thenews.

| see Johnny got in the tank corps and so did Judd. Fron is with me so | am not so
lonesome.

Boy, there is some big rabbits here. If lhad myghotn | 6 d pl ugndsendf ew of t
you home a rabbit.

Well amclosing. Pray for me and write.

God Bless You All,

WilburO6 De | |

13



Jan3, 1943

PVT John P Hazenberg

CofiEd, 46" AR M 6 Regt

13"Ar m6d Div A.P.O. 263

Camp Beale, California

U.S.Army

DearMother& Father,

Am still in quarrantine andstgetting mighty tiresomjust staying in this small carea.

Not a thing to do.The sun shone today, but notexrywarm one. Thely a v gat Bot

heat in these barracks, they ggiesrunning thru them but thejort throw out any heat,

last night it got so cold in here thatwita s evéntfunny. This XXX climatbere Every

0 n £gdta cold and they have someone out to the hospital every day it seems to be. No
bodylikes the weather heaiGot a chance to go church this morning about the first

time since here, this ground here is all clay and the barracks are full of the dust all the
time, really takes the pep out of a guy. Was on K&other day, boy you realy work,

haven got no equipment here, foretast week & half, havent had sheets on our beds,

just sleep on the mattress, and then they are supposed to keep up the morale in this army.
Got a package from Gert & Chuck and also from the church society and Miss Gretta
Whychers, that is she sent théon the society of the church. Havent been able to see Joe
or Willie yet as have been in quarrantine all the time. Is all we got to do in our spare time
islay aroundthe barrask and t hat i sgoddthingelse tb write.aboutbsa v e n
| haventbeen able to do a doggone thing since | got in this army. Surely appreciate the
letters you write as thats about the only news I get of the outside world. As they dont
have any services in thiBamp here. Will write more later. Hope you are all weill,

write more later and hope the Lord may bless you.

| remain

Your son John

Jan7,1943

Postcard

DearMother & Father,
Just got out of quarrantine. 1 whole month of it. Very damp here. Been learning about
different guns and equipment. Hopinguyare all well, will write full letter soon. So

long until then.
| remain

Your son John

Jan11,1943

Camp Beale, California
DearMother & Father, 7
Am writing you this Sunday nite. Went to chaple this Sunday sl
morning. The services were pgxehice. Theplace was full to.
We didnt do much today in the line of duty today. Kegur
group will get it next Sunday, most likely. Well we just got

14



kicked in the back again. We just got out of quarrariieeWed nite, and now Sunday
nite, they put the wholeamp in quarrantine or ei ght days @AOucho, CI

theaters, c¢clubs and every other place, so0 no

w a s n 1§ alivevnghe first place. Sawoe & Willy Saturday they are about 1 %2 to 2
miles away frommy barracks, quiet a hikeJudd Helder is in the barracks next to me.
Transportation facilities here are very bad. The fellows wiébkwend passésve to

wait sometimes-3 hours. The streets going into the nearest town which iggvile 15
miles dstant. Its a very pathetic sitgrou would think they would remedly it.

Boy oh boy, they have kids out of the barrack every day and take them to the hospital.
And the medical care is below par. All of us have colds or sore throat. Joe & Willy had
a cold& sore throat too, were in bed a day or two. Barracks are very crowded and the
heating system never throws out any heat. There cold all nite long, and us guys nearly
freeze.

We have no footlockers to put our stuff in, just have to l&#awnethe barraks bag. And

you have no way to lock it up. Can not have any suitcases bathecks. They do not
have muchequipment here and tlvenditions are not so hot. Had to wait in line for 1 hr

in order to get a money order cashed. Got the order from Milet for the sum of 25
bucks, and will probably getaid soon, so maybe will send some money home soon.

| cant tell or explain much about my experiences in the line of work here, as you know |
am under an fAoat ho. | t hiuchlkabouyt @t as passibtke r st and
Will write more later and in the mean time hope and pray that you are all well. Hoping to
hear from you as the mail call puts a cheer in very dull place.

The Lord bless you all, Best Wishes and Happy New Year.

| remain

Your Son John

P.S. Will write more laterand hoping to hear from you.

Janl13,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Ma & Pa,

Heres 40 bucks. If you have to use it, use it. Pay any debts | owe etc etc.
John

Janl8,1943post mark

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother& Father,

It now happens to be Sunday morning, and the sun is shining, but it is a very chilly one,
so the sweater that Aunt Maggie sent me sure comes in handy. As we are in a
guarrantinenow, some kind of thing. We cannot have church services, but | can
understand it around here. They have Catholic services in front of the,¢hdpie
Protestant services.

| sent Pa 40 bucks by money order. Let me know if he gets it. Get paid thetlisd of
month so will send some more home in Feb sometime.bGyhmybirthday Fels.
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Wal ked over to see Jud Helder today (this mo
He told me his sisters husband was killed in action in New Guinea. Been doing quite a

bit of phsical work lately so my muscles are a little tighttop now, but by the time you

get this letter, they will probablye O.K.

So there was a new addition to the Boerema family. Well, well, a 7 Ib baby boy. Give

them my congratulation§. Char | es E. Boerema, Jr, 5 Jan. 04
Got aletter from Carrie the other day and one also fromlE&aEtta. Sure like to read

letters as it kind of make time seem to be better spent. ..dinner time.. Just got back from

dinner so will continue to write. For dinner on Sunday we usually have goeity

meals. Today for dinner we had 2 creampuffs, 2 slices of ice evhaboy mashed

potatoes & gravy, as much as you want, roast, lceerots, breadyutter, Jello, lima bean

soup, so/ou can see we hadpmetty good meal, though | doaver stuff myself. In fact |

dort always feel like eating very nab. Though | feel pretty full on just a little bit.

Its noon here now, and there is a couple of puddles of ice in front of the barracks, so you

can see, its not as sunny here in Cal. as they tryi tyotel

Saw Willy yesterday (Sat) but couldnét talk
Sat. afternoon. Boy, they really rob a fella out here. For a hair cut, they soak 40 cents.

A shampoo cost $1.00, they put some oil in your hair, then soape and then they rub

your head for 6 or 7 seconds, yes | said seconds, and rinse it. They call that a shampoo. |

got sucked in on that. If you want to they will put a little oil, to keep your hair down and

they soak you 20 cents for that. So that shgau how they rob a fella. 40 cents for a

hair cut and shampoo. 20 cents eftraa little oil to keep your hair down. Can see the

foothills of the rockies, out of the barracks windows, although its very damp here all the

time, so there is a fog indnt of them.

Well cant think of much more to write just now. So will write more later. Willy said he

got a letter from you the othday. Sure appreciated it.

Oh, yes, i f Apad gets time ma, send him down
met o get the press. Just do it for 1 month
40 bucks | sent you. So, | can get a little news from the home town. Tell pa to go down

on a Saturday, and put the order in, give them my address and tell therd tofgem

mont h. | f [ want it after 1 mont h, I 61 | | et
God Bless and Keep you all.
| remain

Your son, Pvt John P Hazenberg

Jan19,1943 post mark

1 cent postcard

Receivedhe Jan. 11 issue of the Press, here Jan 18. Let me knowpbiyiouthe
subscription. | wrote you yesterday a letter telling to send me the FBasgou or
someone else must have done it already. Will write more later.

With Love

Your son John
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Jan23,1943
Camp Beale, California
Dear Mother& Father,

Received youletter and was sure glad to get it. | get the press now, so can read a little
about the news, as to whats going on in Grand Rapids. So Gerts coming along O.K. and
the young one too. | have to come home some time and see it. That is my former home,

asthe army likes me to call Blg. N883 as my present home (huh).
Well we just got through having 2 ¥ days of continuous rain. And when | mean rain |

mean rain! When it rains here, there is always a terrific wind, boy how it does blow and

the rain cominglown at the same time. Sometimes the wind hits about 65 or 70 miles

per hours. And it just blows a fella all over. And the rain is a cold rain. Today it is very

cloudy (Sat) so far it haserdgined much today.
Went through the gas chamber this mornivge put our mask on outside and then walk
into a room filled with tear gas. After we all get inrtheve stand around for a couple of

minutes. Its O.K. when you got a gas mask on. But then when you are in the room, they

tell you to take itofft. And® Boy, you should have see 0Big
were running down my cheeks. Every one was
dont hurt you in any way. Then you go out, and get in the line of the wind, so to clear

your eyes. We are nevetaled to rub our eyes, as that is bad. They do that, just to

show you, how important a gas mask is.

Well, the time really flys out here. And have lots to learn yet. Went to the Recreation

Hall the other nite and played a little basketball. All us gusre just playing in our

under pants, when in walked 3 girls, oh boy did our faces get red. Women are not

allowed in it usually, but these 3 just happened to walk in. Stilhgdexcerces in the

morning and am feeling fine.

Got a letter from Art Dekkethe other day. And also from a person at Michigan Litho.

Also Aunt Deanie, Susie, Deckers;.et

Will write more later, God keep you and bless you all.

| remain

Your son John

P.S. Got the Becan Lites the other day. Send me the bulletin with coriégbarcan

get hold of one.

Feb3, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father

Received your letters and Birthday package. And sure did appreciate it. Sorry that |

coul dndét writ e O beerkso Busyptimatel havdoundtime 6 wiite a

|l etter in the past week. Just couldnét find
details, work, etc.

Am starting this letter at 7:30 in the morning, just before calthengicd may get time to

finish it tonight. Boy you know thingg@so busy down here. | think they cut the basic

training down to 9 weeks instead of the regular 13 weeks.

Weve been doing many different things out here lately. The weather here is still very

damp and it rains quite a bit. Some days the sun shines,tbits a very. Went i
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little town, last Saturday and got a few supplies, Bdsmdout where the bowling alleys
were, SO maybe can be able to bowl a few games sometime.

Was out in field all day yesterday, eating in the open, etc, showing the @l .tabks
which are stuck, way down in the mud, how to
you see out here is hills and hills and hills. These tanks are really massive things. Think
the motors (5 motors) in them weigh 5,200 pds. And somesdadrthament protection is

2 inches and the turret on the tank is 3 inches thick. Because therekas G there in

that turret. So they need lots of protection. As you know these thweggh 66,00(and

cost $1 a pd or $66,00(60 you see it reallgost the goverment money.né you can get

1 mile on 2gal. ofgas. So you show big they are. Really dioknow what we are to

do yet. As they have not picked any fellas out for anyqadaii jobs yet. At least | don

think so. Was in a tank todayd started it up. Bulidnt drive it. That turretan turn in

any direction you wat it. A complete circle.

Got a letter and package from Gert Chuck and family. Also Irve & Minnie (letter and
package) Sure appreciated it. Cant write much more dost got back from having 2

mono shots in the arm.

God bless you all & keep you.

| remain,

Your son John

P.S. Got a letter from Ken Smith & also Bud & wife

P.S. No. 2 Send me Art & Di eataeh(gaidrdiFypss i n De
here. H can play it so we all sing those cowboy songs (huh).

Feb10,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother& Father,

Am very sorry | could not write earlier, but it was almost impossible, just to busy. Today
is Wed. the sun shone today, but it was kind dily one. There is nothing new to

report from this end of the line, except, that | drew guard duty tomorrow nite (Thursday)
ouch. Got another shot in the arm today.

Have inspection by thGeneral this coming Saterdsy will be very busy Friday nite.

May beable to write more Sat. Havelmad enough time to write any full letters so far, so
have only been sending out postcards to everyone.

Hows everything back in Grand Rapids, is the town slowly filling up with soldiers or not.
| get the Press prettyood lately. That is it comes on time, mayber 5 days late, but

that isrt so bad. Donhave time to go and see Joe Fron or Will. Once in a while | see
Jud Helder. But not much, as we are alwaybusy. We learn quite eVl different

things everyday.

Hows Chuck & Gert and the iitiren coming along? O.K. thegood. Received quite a
few letters lately and was sure glad totpetm. The kids are really going out of G.R.

fast, | see by the paper.

Will have to close now. Always trust in the Loes he is the only giver of all good

things. God bless you all and keep you.

| remain

Your son John
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P.S. Am planning on getting some pictures taken if | can, and will send you some, as
soon as possible, but it might be quite a while. John

Feb20,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mothe& Father,

Sorry | couldnét write more. BThissoapy hands a
weuseon K.P. (Goverenti ssue) 1 s to st stamehig Solhmyeqsitei n | u s
a few blisters. Sure hope thegtgversoon.

Say will you send me that camera, you know, Eddies box camera. Maybe if you gave

Charly it hecould wrapit up good. Also let me know what sizénfiit takes, some films

you can get any of thenaround herelf Chucksends it tell m to snd it the best way

and give him the moneyp pay for it. The weather here is pretty nice lately. Will send

some money home, soon as we get paid, ttaf the month.

Will close now, but will try to write more later.

| remain,

Your son John

Feb24, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your | etter and wa
really too busy to write back very often. Had some pictures
taken in town, and will send them as soon as possible.

Its raining here all the timehis afternoon it rained and hailed a
lot, soyouseei t 6 s not such Asunny
Will write more later as the lites are ready to go out.

With love,

Your son John

Feb27, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Well, its dout time | write a letter again. Wehe weather here varyery much. Last
week it was sunshine almost all the week. This week it was all rain. And once it

Ahail edo. Sor r vy islustanposgiblewAnd Itden wmor eebunh| es s |
in the mood for writing. | will probably send some money home next week as | think we
get paid.

Awhile, back | asked, if you would please send tteanerahat used to be Eddies. Sure

wish you would send it, as | would love to take some pictures. hals®to probably

settle up omimy income tax business. Ifpastme, go t o t heo IDd dhloer or
to find out how much Imade. ldbn know wet her youds people ar
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me and sign the papers or wether they have to be signee.byAny way, find out if

possible.
This coming week ddrexpect much writing from here, as this is going to be our busiest
we ek . Firing from tanks on the range. Go ou

markers classes etc etc. So you see hay tue are gmg to be. Am going into town
and select progffor my pictures, and will send them soon as possible (pictures).
Hows everythig going as home O.K. thas great. Well | got the bandages taken off my
hands (about 5 fingers) to nite so | cantavpretty good. | kind of burned and blistered
the fingers a week and a half ago on K.P. (ouch). But they are all not healed yet, but
getting along pretty well.

Will have to close now, but will write more later. God bless and keep all of you.

| remain

Your son John

March15,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought it was about time to write again. I
That is if | can get off.l sure hope | can, but you daell for sure all the time Took

some pictures Sunday, and am getting them developed. Could only take one roll, as the
sun only shone a little while. Went to Chapel Sunday and had a nice time. We start on
maneuvers in July they think. 2 months on the Cal. desérbae montlin Tenessesee

and Kenucky. At least that thatwhat they think it will be. | sent my income tax sheet in
today (the 18) and asked them to let me pay after the wahought thawvould be best,
asnowtheycan s ay tthedthihahmabout mkSe | dort have to worry about the

present.
Say Ma,ifyoucan get hold of a coupl e la8thdys f i | ms f
are hard to get around here, but maybe | can

Please darmind the writing as its aft€:00 and | want to get to bed’he sun shone all
day today but it was a very cold one.

About them films, just go to the drugstore on the corner and gexy got any. If they
haver, forget about it.

Hows everything at home? O.K. tlsagood.

Will wri te to Gert & Chuck tomorrow if possible.

Will have to close now as time is getting short and | need my sleep.

| remain

Your loving son John

P.S. I will write more later.

March21,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Boy | thought | hadbetter start writing right away. Its Sunday afternoon now and | better
step it up.
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| planned on taking a hike and go and see Jo
raining out here and so | had to cancelttie Boy | havehseen them for so long.

Weve leen so busy lately that | hawdrad time to do much. Oh yes, | went into town,

yesterday and got the pictures and sent them to you, they are insured. | also put a little

message in the package which | should not have done as its against reguBitoyrsu

will probably get thenanyway. They look pretty nice, although you will have to get a

frame for the 8x10 picturéds soon as you do get them, send me a postcard immediately

or a letter.

Gert was telling me that you had the impression thereneasiuch room in a tank. Well

theres quite a bit of room, enough to move around in easy. Although when you do move,

you al ways bump into something. Boy there |
tons of sol i Hgiveyoeadecrigionafhowwvesit. .In the tufret there

are 3 men. Looking down into the turret heres how they are arramgedwo drivers

sit in front of the turrenaind lower than the turret.

Will try and writemore a little later on ithe afternoon.

| got aroll of films developed and am sending you a set and also Gert & Chuck some.

Will write more later.

| remain Put dohn B Hazenbarg nenid¥111346

Your son John

COMPANY_Z= . dotn ARMORED REGIMENT
13TH ARMORED DIVISION

HAS SUCCESSFULLY/COMPLETED UMTPR THIRTEEN WEEKS

BASIC TRAINING AT CAMP BEALE, CALIFORNIA

April 4,1943

Camp Beale, Cal. (postcard) B

Dear Motheé& Father /% ’?/://D

Happen to be in town just now, but will write a full /. . JRA——

letter when | get back to camp. And will send
some more pictures.
John

April 8,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

Am sending you these pictures and will send more later when | get them. Tomorrow
Gen. Devers (one of the four in the US.) is aroundstave to spruce up for. | will

write you a letter probably tomorrow. The weather is a few days of sunshine and then
rain.

Will write more later.

Love, John

April 15,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father

Well its about time | started writinigr a change, sorry for the delay. Well the weather
here the last week has been very sunny and hot, and boy how a guy sweats.
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Say, have you got any of them pictures left or did you hand them all out, let mue kno
Received a letter from Mrfekker and o from Minuet in Detroit, sure appreciated

t hem. And wrote them both back, although I
cost a guy money, although | always have some on haag.and how the time does fly
out here. Iseems like yesterday w&sinday and here its going on Thursday already.
Boy | sure wish | could think of more to write but | just seem to run out of words all of a
sudden.

Well, hows everything in Grand Rap®i0.K. thas good. Huh, everyone in there

letters, ask me when Im gagro get a furlough. Well, it wont be for a long time, as tank
crews get them lasfall. They saythere is too much to leamhich is important. So we
dort know weather we will get one before or afbeprobably never. But we dbaxpect
any for a bng time.

They |y the temp average between 105° & 14€fe in the summer, and summer is just
about here. Ouh the desert they say it sometimesHiB5° & 140temp. Realjhot

stuff.

Will have to close now and hoping to hear from you

| remain

Your on, John

April 22, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Im just writing you a few lines tonite as it is almost time to get to bed.

The weather out here is O.K. now. Usually hot & sunny sometimes rain. Lately we have
been going to the range andrg from the tank. We spend all day out on the range and
when we get back are kinda tired. Sorry | cant write more tonite. But will try and get
moreoff later. | sent you another pillow case, let me know if you get it.

With Love

Your son John

April 25,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father

Im writing this letter on Easter. No Easter Parade out here as we are having a genuine
dust storm. The wind really blowing and the dust kicking up.

Say will you send me a list of all who you gave theatypes to. Right away, as | might

order a few more. I know | mi ssed some fri
thing 5 months already. Boy how time does fly.

Welll 1®édl ose now as | 6m getting ready to go
Will write more a little lagér on probably in the day.

With love

Your son John
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May 4, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received some of your letters the last few days and was sure glad to receive them. Keep
the good work up as | sure like to get them.

Oh yes, be surend give Bud and Dorothy one of them pictures and also Gerrit and Ella.

| ordered 6 more. And if you have another one left give it to Chuck to put ahntineh
basement. If you havegot enough,dl send one to Chuck in a short while.

The weather l&ly has been swell, lots of sun and hot. This morning the Co. went on a

10 mile march. We made itin 2 hrs & 11 min. That averages 1 mile every 13 minutes.
And with full field pack besides, gas mask, canteen, field bag, blanket roll, and steel
helmetsWe went on a seven mile hike the other day. We still got a 17 mile and 25 mile
hi ke to do. So you see we do | ots of fast s
going on the range quite abit. Also been going cross country in the tanks, boy you sure
get a lotof jars when that 33 tons hits a ditch or tree. We always wear crash helmets and
safety belts, but boy sure is a lot of fun and excitement.

If anyone ever asks you how Iék t hi s | ob, Itsgettihg more thrillingt i s O. K
and betterdl t he ti me. Dondét ever teld]l I donodot I
it o stil | is O.K. and lots of fun. To tell vy
more working in civilian | ife. vyodrbladhnoét know

and a fella cant picture returning back to civilian life. So if any one asks you howtl like

tell em | like it better all the time. It was probably the weather, which made me disgusted

with the army awhil e b wislgettingbetter all thedimed s al | p a
We went in to kaki the other day, you know changed to summer clothing. They look nice

but get dirty even when you turn around.

Say ma, you maybe think there isndét much roo
move your ldy around a little. See Judd Helder every once in awhile, and once in awhile

take a walk to see Joe Fron and Willy.

Well will close now and hope to hear from you again.

| remain, with love, your son, John

May 11, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Rher,

Well, | thought | had better get right down to business and write you a quick letter, its
after 9:00 oclock now, and | usually go to bed at 9 as the lights go out at that time.
The weather here has been swell, lots of sunhahdGetting hotter eary day. So the
weather is G.R. is impwing as time passes, well tegfjood. Been having lots of hard
work lately. As you once realize, before | came into the army, | tipped the scales at
around 187 or 188 pdeow its down to 170 pds. Dbask me whee the 18 pds went.

Say, that Press suscripti@nds soon, please, if you can, go down and put it in for a
couple of more months. Oh, yes, ma, | sent them negatives home in an envelope awhile
back, let me know if you got them.

Got a letter from Uncle A& Aunt Diene in Detroit the other day. Sure enjoyed hearing
from them. Uncle Arts working nites now.
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So the young kids like to ramble around up in the attic etc. Well let em go ahead and do
it as long as they have fun. We have been going on a nuhlogrg hikes lately in fast

time (walking) with full field pack, steel helmets, gas masks, pistol belts, canteen,
leggings and Gl shoes. We went on a 7 mile, 10 mile, 13 mile, 16 mile and now
Thursday nite we get our real te@5 miles. Start at 7 P.Mind probably get back about

3 A.M. Sure is a tough grind, huh.

Am sending you some pictures andwletin from church on Motherday. | sent you a

large Mothers day card, and am wondering if you got it. Let me know. | seen Willy
about 3 wks ago. %elooked well and am going to go see him again. Hardly recognized

him he | ooked so different, maybe it was bec
Say hello to everyone for me and hoping you are all well. God bless us all.
| remain

Your son John

May 12,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Ma & Pa

In another letter lyst dropped in the mail boxwrote | was sending you some pictures.

Well what do you think, | sealed the letter and dropped it imtaikbox and then it came

to my mind, | forgot to put thpictures in it. So here they are.

John

(also enclosed is a #Armored Regiment chapel bulletin Mot her 6s Day Ser vi
1943)

May 16,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

| thought it was about time | wrote. So here goes. The weattetately has been

swell, lots of sun, no rain. And it really gets hot down here some days.

You saidCoral wanted a picture for the litho.ovell we wear our kakies now, and will
send you some pictures as soon as | get em. | am also getting a few those @n the
frame. | sent you all the negatives | had, quite awhile back let me know if you got em.
Got a letter from Aunt Dienie &rt in Detroit.

We have been going on the range quite abit lafetg also cosscountry riding,
practicing,formationsetc.

Thursday we went on a 25 mile hike with full field pack anéldtellmets boy and how
good that old army cot felt when we got back weeted at at 7 P.M. and got back about
3 A.M. We walked 4 mileanhour for the first 4 hrs and 3 miles lanfor the next 3 hrs.

It took us7 hrs in all. We recouperated all day Friday.

You said something dhe Litho sending something, Wwd | dondt remember r .
anythingmaybe you misundersto@tbral althouglDiene & Art sent me a package too,
that Inevergot.

Will close now

Love, John
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June3, 1943
Camp Beale, Cal
Dear Mother and Father

Received your | etters and sure enjoyed readi

immediately as it has been quite awhile since | wrote last.
The weather has been sWweFora whole month or more, we didnave any rain, but the

other day it rained just orntcée,. | elfhte 3 ats.t mwere
didnt get back till Sunday nite. Slept on the ground Sat nite. | mean tried to sleep out in

the foohills. 1 only got 2 hrs sleep as we were on ground quite a bit. Got back Sunday

nite. Got up at 4:30 Monday morning and the Co went out and fired the 75mm gun, for

the £'time. Thats the big baby which weighs 910 pds all together. The shell weighs 19

pds. The projectile which goes through the air weighs 15 pds. That shell is so powerful

it throws the gun weighing 910 pds backwards (recoil) about 11 %2 inches. A person gets

quite a jar if he is standing outside of the tank, but there is not armis# inside the

tank, except the empty case hitting the floor.

Next weekend we go out for 4 days. Firing all kinds of guns from the tanks, that means

we sleep on the ground 4 nites.

Yesterday we went through t heoufeBWehadte | noccu
crawl under live fire from 30 cal machine guns. Bombs bursting all around you. Had to

crawl under barb wire etcThey try to make it just like the real thing. The course was

about 100 yards long. With barb wire to crawl under, &tey soaked the ground and

when we got through, Il 6m telling you we were
dirt.

We are really getting prepared for the real thing and most of us hopedas @omg soon.
Fourloughshuh, we talk about em and thatll. We are just too busy with this important

training to bother about them things.

Will close now and try and write more later.

God bless you all.

| remain

Love, John

Junel2,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letters and certainlyjayred reading them. | am very sorry that | have not

written sooner. But for the last couple of weekends we have been camping out all the

time.

The weekend before | ast we wer enMondajial ert o.

Very busy so couldrfind time to write. Also very busy during the week. Then last
Saturday we I out again on a Sat. and didyet back til Tuesday sleeping on the ground
andguard duty makes it so you daget much sleep. And timosquitoswvere like four
motored bombersBut all in all its lots of fun. We were out Sat. Sun, Mon, & Tues.
Working out problems, firing live ammunition in all the guns. Also on Tuesday took a 15
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mile marchotti wher e we iwegndghatiwhs wayoout & the hills. Marching
throughte se hi I | s, Boy I 6m tellin ya, that was r
went practicly straight up and down. On the way back, some of the mountains were so
tough we had to stop every 40 or 50 yrds and rest. It was a hot day and we are only
allowed1 quart of water on these march@sats all the water any soldier should use a

day. Should never drink water. Just get the mouth wet as thats best. Oh yes, the weight
is down to 166 pds now. That is with my clothes on, probably weigh about 168mnwith

off.

Got a letter from Etta and alsme from HaroldDe t i e n . To tell you the
21 letters behind right now and its so doggone hard to find time to catch up.

The weather here has been fing shiningall the time. But doihget no burnas we

always keep our clothes on. Have been really hitting the ditches lately. Lots of fun and
hard knocks.Hardly ever see Willy or Jud. No time.

A short while age we went thrgh the battle innoculatiocourse. Crawling under live

fire on you stomeh, back, side etc. with your nose in pure clean mud through puddles of
water. Dynamite going off all around you. lts all for our good. When we came out, we
were covered from head to toe wittud. Anyway lots of fun.

Say Pa go and send me the Presafoouple of more months. Itgxed the other day.

Dont knowany thing about fourloughget. None of the tank crevesin get one yet, and

really dort know if we ever will. Maybe we will get one a little later on.

Hows every thing in G.R. Hows the kiBgrt Sis & Chuck Jr comg. O.K. thas good.

Well will close now as time is getting short.

God bless & keep us all until we can meet again.

| remain

Your loving son John

Junel6, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Momé& Dad,

|l 6m just wr it i tieganghmping wu wilkdo me tisetiawor Itask a ktle
later in this letter.

l tds so hot hear nthewsweattishuatdroppingidiommd. 6 m wr i t i ng
And now for that |ittle ?272. We | | ol 1l tell
going on furlough lately. | dont have any hope of going home any too soon. But you

candét tell what may come up. |l was just wond
Send it by a fAiMoney Or der . youthefitst Momio W, one of
dont need it after while 16l send it back.
Will close now as time is getting short.

Love

Your son John
P.S. Put the small card in the bookcagdso send you a bulletjnf you will read it
through, I think youl find my name in it.
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July2,1943

CampBeale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

| know its a long time since | have written. Put please accept my apologies. We are so
busy. Never have any wk ends off anymore. From now on its 7 days a wk. For the last

three wks ends we haaeobaed oombat erasge.

July 4" on Sunday, we will also be very busy. The preview of the entire division is going
to be held in camp here. The state of California has adopted e 113 very own. As

this is the only complete divigioin the state. All our vehicles now have names of Cal
cites counties, etc. on them and they are to be christened Surdegovenorsgoing to

be there and every thing. Its just a pile of bunk & work for us. This coming wk we go
out in the field for 4days straight. The wk after that another 4 days $irai§o now you

see why we dont get much time off. }/iO 6 &l should be home on fourlougiow, as

he toldme he was leaving the firsDont know anything about ours yet, some of the

fellas are geing em. Received the money order and cashed it and put it in the Co. safe.
Thanks a lot for sending it and sure will take good care of it.

The weather here well it hasnt rained for
mths, sun shing all the time. But we ddn
get no burn, as we are ratowed to take
our clothes off.

Hoping you people are all well and will try
to write as soon as | get time. You see by
the foregoing statement that we dont have
much time off. But any way its lots of fun.
Sure must be pl ai,as
we sometimes see captifiims and they
dort look any too good.

Will close now and hopintp hear from you,
always amious to hear for you.

Will say goodbye now

Love, John s o

Tanks and v hll !ﬂw y's 13th a red division line up on the parade ground a C(‘lml)
., as the state of Califor) Illdp( s the xﬁllnu “it; n.” More than 1000 vehicles,

ope

angis romj eps to tanks, took part in the adoption ny took luoh s to plslﬂl

eviewing stand. The l!ﬂ:dlll , which is mlu,.‘ inl: nit, was [nlzullnd(llﬂl
l California. Tanks were name d for various California counties and Itlt s 15,000 persons
watched.

' 2 {-’/:«2:: ’ Jgt/ e o
July 10,1943 Grand Rapid Press July 14, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother& Father

Received your letter and thanks a lot. | sent you a letter a short time back but you must
have not received it. But lll try and write more in the future.

The weather here, well Im telling yous iteally hot. How a fella does sweat. Its so hot

here you are just wet all the time. Lately we have been going on bivouacs for 3 or 4 days
straight, and you just cant write letters out there. Because you just dont see camp for 3 or
4 days. Boy the swess just pouring off from me.

Tomorrow is Sundayand this will be the lweek end we have had off in a month.
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It hasrt rained here in | should say 2 to 3 months. Everything is dried up and the ground

is just baked. Tomorrow | will write you more. Buill close for now

Love, John

P. S. Received the $50. 00. No news about fou

July 14,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

| thought it was about time | wi® again. | realize it is quite a while since | last wrote.

But sometimes Im in a writing mood and lots of times | am not.

Boy Im telling, some times this place gets s
now is they are gog to stop all fourloughsll Aug. 23. But a fella just has to put up and

takeitfa t he best. May be 1061l get one some ti
The weather has been the same. You know, all sun no rain. And very very hot. They are
going to give regimental testbds between Aug
present. Already ehavehad platoon, Co & Batallotests.

Got a letter from Chuck the other day and sure welcomed it. Boy the young kids sure

must be growing. Im still staying down to old weight 165 pds. As you know | was about

187 or 188 when | came in.

| cant write althe time, as some times we go out in the field and stay for days.

It hasn rained here for close to 3 mths. So you can see how dry it is here. We have had

only about | cloudy day in those 3 months. So yowécdmherest of the letter is

missing TF)

July 18§ 1943
Camp Beale, Cal.
Dear Mothe& Father,
Am writing this letter on a Sunday nite. We happened to have the week end off. So |
thought Id better get down and write.
The weather here is still the sanyeu know, all sun. There ismuch news frm this
end. Dont know anything about a furlough yet. Maybe it will come on a little later.
Hawve been very busy lately and ddimd much spare time, all work. But are learning
some thing new every day. It really gets hot down here. But you cantldoghabout
it. Just sweat and sweat more.
Havent been taking many pictures lately, but will try and take some this week.
Well will close now as time is getting short.
Hope you are all well and may God bless us all.
| remain
With Love
Your son John
P.S. Received the Money Order O.K.

Save this paper Im sending for me.
(Enclosed is a copy of The Bealiner negyser, with the feature articte the 13
becomi ng &L aCaimbedrdinisioa and the ceremoiye)
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July 25,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

DearMother& Father,

Well its a wk end here, so | thought | had better get down to business and write you a
letter immediately. So here goes.

The weather here is the same as always, you know sun & more sun. Its very hot in fact
sometimes it gets very uncoonfable.

Right now, | happened to be listening to a comment over the radio oestbeation of
Mussalinieand how the allies are advancing, sure hope they keep the good works up.
About furloughs, donknow any thing much. Sometimes they send out repianes

from this regiment for overseas. Latest report is they are sending some out next month.
Most of the boys would like to go, as a fella some times gets a little discouraged with this
outfit. They throw so much stuff at a fella around here. But wiehave to put up with it

and take it in the best way possitieit if they want to send me, they can do it any time
they want to. | think Im fully prepared. And it would be a good change to get a little real
action instead of all this dry run stuff. 8ouo one knows when they will go. Is all | hope

is that | get a furlough before that.

Hows every thing in G.R. O.K. thefyood. Hows all the little Boeremas coming along. |
suppose they have lots of fun together. Huh.

Well will close now.

God bless usla

| remain

With love, your son

John

July 28,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

| thought that | had better write you tonite as | have time. Where as | wont have for the

next2 nites, As we g o 0 ucampogoutiitbmonow.aAnd rumdivisional test

probl em. So 1 6d better start on with the | e
The weather here, well its so hot that 1t is
but its way up. Its so hot, that they wont even let us run the obstacle course in the

morning As it does a guy more harm than good, in this type of weather.

There hasnbét been much new going on around t
belong before | get a fourloughMaybe some time in Sept or before, if every thing goes

well. It will be 8 months next wk, that Ive been in here. Boy Im telling you time sure

flys.

| wouldnt know what to do if | even came home. Here | get up a 5 to 6:00 AM

(5:55AM). Wash my clothes quite a bit, shave every morning usually take 2 showers a

day-go tobed at 9:00. | suppose you cant imagine that. The latest | ever got to bed is

12:00.

Will close now. Hope you are all well, and may God bless us all.

| remain

Your son Love, John
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(John had a furlough and whsmeon 9 August 1943
for this photoNephrew Chucky Boerema is sitting on
his lap at the cottage in Holland, Mbhn washot
allowed to wear civilian clothes while on leaVé:)

Aug 20,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Hello, arrived back O.K. Sure seems different but a
used tot already Had a good train ride, but ditiget =
any to much sleep. The weather here lately, since | got
back, has been O.K. the nites are a little cool.

Cant write much now, but will write tomorrow again.
Just got news that we move out of this campafor
couple months sometime in Sept. Go up to Oregon 8
maneuvers and then probably come back here.
Will close now till tomorrow.

Yours,

John

Sept 81943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letter, thanks a lot. Not much too write aboubere. You know the
same nothing usuallyUp at 6:00 AM, calhlanticsvork and then to bed.

The weather out here is still hot, but the nites are nice. A little cool for a change. The
other nite, out on bivouac, | even got a little chilly, usuallyst lay downon the ground
and go to sleep, never use a blanket. But after this may be Il try it for once.

We were supposed to go to Oregon for maneuvers, the wHbRit3 But the war dept
called it off and now we are waiting for special orderbatimaneuver up in Oregon
would have been about the largest ever in the U.S. 5 Divisions of Infantry and'the 13
Probably number about 50,000 troops, but now they cancelled us out of that. We had
been issued wool combat suits, extra blankets etat giss very cold up there at nite
usually 10 above.

Got new tanks this week and all new equipment, we sure needed it.

Say hello to every one, and will try and write a little oftener.

Love, John
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Sept 211943

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and thought | had better write back rite away.

The weather out here has been very torrid (hot) and a guy sure can feel it, sweating all the
time.

Oh yes, Happy Birthday Pop. | hope this letter gets there on time. Not much has been
hapgening around here, although they are planning arganizing this division.

Cutting the regiments down and only have Battaliot stuff like that. But we ddn

know when or what its going to be like.

Has been rumors around that we are going to gedfchere before the rains sets in. But
you cant believe any thing.

Well if I think of more to write, | would but | just cant. So will be closing now & hoping
you are all well.

Am sending a snap shot along.

Love, John

Sept 28143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothei& Father,

Just dropping a short line during noon hour. Nothing much new to report around here.
The weather has been pretty nice out here lately, although very cool at nite. Usually have
to have 2 blankets on.

Hope Pa had a happy birthday and mamyero come. Please notice new address. Will
try and send some pictures as soon as | get
Hows everything back in G.R. O.K. thats good. | suppose cool weather is starting to set
in there. And therefore | suppose you have to keep a fire agoing.

Well will close for now hoping you are all well and God may bless us all.

| remain

Love, John

(newaddress is changed to Ca.fdm Co. E)

29 Sept1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Well | thought | had better write you another short lettdmow these letters are not
very long, but they contain a little information, huh. As usual, nothing much to report
from this end of the line. The weather is O.K. the nites are very cool though.

Got your letter and thanks a lot. As | sure enjoy megem. My Chuck sure must be

busy. But i f the manpower gets too bad, he
daytime while he restds, huh.

Well will close now and hoping todar from you again soon.

Love, John
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(Brotherin-law CharlesBoerema wasot drafted butvas assigned toartime work
building gliders. He managed thithing store from 9:00 to early afterngoinenwent
to work in the glider factoryntil late in the eveniny.

Sept 30,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Its kinda lateat night but | thought | had better sit down and write a line.

The weather still nice and every thing going O.K.

Hows every thing back there. | hope O.K. | suppose its really cold by now well, just use
that little stove in the kitchen. Took some picgyreut the censors got hold of some of
them, huh.

Closing now and will try and write again tomorrow.

| remain,

Love, John

Oct 3,193

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mothe& Father,

This is Sunday nite, so | thought | had better write you a letter. The weagettys
nice, but still very cool at nite.

Went to Chapel this morning and had a very nice time. | dont think you could find a
betier lookingand as nicely furnfsed as ours. Have been going out in the tanks lately, as
you know we have our new ones. Abthe onlydiferenceis a little more streamlined
and has a gas instead of diesel engine. Plus a few other nick nacks.

Will close now till later.

Love, John

Oct 5,143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought | had better drop a short line to i@ . Lights are out and
so | thought | would sit down and write.

Nothing much doing around here lately. Still going out in the field once in a while.

You asked about sending certain papers. Yes | see some of them. Usuallypbganhtre

from a kid by the name of John Langland here. Also, get the readers Digest and other
papers.

The weather is very nice, but the rainy season should start in a couple mths. But you can
never tell.

Will close now till later.

Love, John

32



Oct 11,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letter today and thought Id better write back immediately.

| got your can of codks, they sure were good. | @déew of them, and then went down

to the latrine, leaving the can on the bed open, ofseowhen | came back, every one

had smiles on their faces, so they must have enjoyed them. Also wrote to Ed & Alice &
thanked them.

Wi | | close till tomorrow when maybe 1061/
Love, John

Oct 17,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

DearMother and Father,

Received your letter and thanks loads. You asked in it wether | got your package (can) of
cookies. Well, I am positive | wrote you and mentioned Ig#itithem. But may be you

Ay o 1

barracks. Also sent (yesterday) you another roll pictures of tfes

battalion(4) 1 6m in the back ro ‘:’ i
me. :

Closing now till later.

Love, John

Oct 18,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought 16d write again toni
another package with some chewing gum and slugs init. S
me know if you get them. In the box with the gum, shake ot
the papers wibh it is packed in. Youind some slugs, 50 cal.
are thdarge one. 45 cal are the small, stubby typeulalso
find some chunckef steel which are from a hand grenade.
Will you please put these on the book case with those othe
shells | had home on furlough.

The weather out here is kinda cool had a vigtle lsprinkle of
rain this morning, the first since last spring.

Will close now till a little later.

| remain

Love, John
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Oct. 24, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your | etter the other dglimay and t houg
Sunday morning. The weather is not so good, kinda chilly and very cloudy. Planned on
going to church this morning, but was held up, as | happened to be on duty over to
Battalion headquarters, as a messenger.

Nothing much new has been happeningiatbhere. Got a letter from Gert the other day
and am planning on writing her & Chuck this afternoon. Starting this week we go on the
firing range quite a bitNext week end we are also helg, as we have a firing problem

next Sunday and most likely lvgo out on Sat. and come back Monday. Usually always
go up into the mountains to fire these problems.

Say if you get that box of gum and other stuff in it let me know. Also those pictures |
sent. Give one of them, of me on the tank to Gert and Chuck.

Well will close now and hoping you are all well, will try and write more later.

Love, John

Oct 28,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother& Father

Thought | had better drop a line tonite. Thanks for the letters | get so regularly.

The weather, prettygoodjai t t | e chilly, not so much rain,
I 61 | be sure and write Melvin as soon as | g
Was on the tommy gun range yesterday. Tomorrow we have inspection of our tanks. Sat

we load em up and Sunday we are on a firing lprab So am kinda filled up for the

week end, huh.

Nothing much new to report from out here. Joe Louis is going to be here Monday and

give a demonstration. So will close till probably tomorrow.

| remain,

Love, John

P.S. Let me know if you get the piates & a box.

Nov 5,193

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and thanks a lot. Have been very busy lately and so, are kinda

behind in letter writing. But am going to try and catch up this week end.

Welll 61 | t ry aofdhe quassowseyou have feen asking. First, that can

came to me O.K, the paper was stil/l on and t
the string was around. | just cant remember.

About those pictures. Put them up somewhere. On the wdlelyaok caser in the

frontroom. Butdon keep 6éem roll ed up. ndde spl ay them
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fragments on the book casgth the rest. Just won anert medal for the tommy gun

(Sub Machine @n) so | might send that home. | hope you still hayeother medal.

(Thi s woul d [Shayshooteesdge forIMadhined&in. TF)

Am sending 2 more pictures home so be on the look for em. Also a magazine, save it.
Too bad about Mrs. Kae, plan on writing the family soon.

In this letteryou will find a money order for 20. Use that too pay up my insurance which
| think will be due in Dec. Just got a letter from Minuet @idirley in Detroit. They are

all very busyout there.

The weather out here is pretty good yet. Hasent started raining yet.

Well will close this short message now but will try and write more later. Just got through
washing, ah good old Rinsdbwork suits, field jacket and other small things. Usually
send it to the laundry, but was out last Sunday and this last Wednesdayairhene

many combat firing test which the battalion goes on. We use the live ammunition on
these.

Well till later.

Love, John

Nov 9,193

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Well | thought it was high time | wrote you in reply to your last letteothishig much

doing out here lately.

Oh yes, before Idrget. The night be fore | got you letter | sent you a 20 buck money
order for that insurance. So pay that insurance up. Huh, if | ever need money in a hurry,

dondt worry 10611 write.
We put our nameis for another fudugh. But wevont get it for quite awhile. That is if
we get any.

The weather out here is about the same, pretty nice. The nites sometimes are not so cool

as they were for awhile there.

Say while 1 think of it, the next time you gethance, go to the post office and send me a

money order for $25. | know it sounds funny, but | just dont want to get caught short of

cash, if any thingloes pop up. Andincaseldon use it , |l 611l send you
with interest. Huh.

Well will close now. And try and write you more later. | remain

Love, John

10 Nov,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Youbol probably get quite a few |etters these
Please wire it out by Western Union. | sgau a money order a few days ago. And now

| wish | would not have sent. As | expect a furlough th df&his month. If every

thing goes all rButgneedmore.l 6ve got $50 |l eft.

Well will close now. John
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Nov 13,143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Moher and Father,

Received your letter todayd thanks loads. Haventegt much to write about.

Early Monday we pull out on a Corps test that is the whole Bn. Come back in I think
Tuesday night.

Wed night, | mean Thursday morning expect to leave on fghiou hope | hope. At

least | got the ticket today and expect to get home about Sat night. If everything goes
well.

So its snowing up there. We | | I 6m taking my
Well will close now

Till later

Johnny, love

John came home on furlgih mid November, 1943

Dec 2,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,
Have a little time to write so here goes. Arrived back O.K. things have been really

happening around here. We move out of this camp very soon. Know where to, but will

tell you, after we arrive there. It will be awhile yet. Your food and Gert & Chucks came

in very handy. Had a pretty good trip. But now have quite a few letters to catch up on.
Howseverything back there O.K. tisagjood.

Well will write more as soon as | get @n

Love, John

PSDondédt send any packages after you receive
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Dec 7,1943
Camp Beale Cal
Dear Mother and Father,
Just a short line. Moving out so here is my new address:
Pvt John P. Hazenberg 36411136
Co C 46 TankBn.
13"Ar méd Di v. A.P.O. 263
Camp Bowie
Brownwood Texas
Send all things to that address, am too busy to write.
Love, Son John
(This letter was sent in a small military Christmas cafe).

Dec 17,1943

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother& Father,

Not much time now, pretty late. Received your letter & will write you a long one soon as
possible.

The weather is pretty nice so far. Very cool at night.

Everything is O.K. Tell Gert & Chuck to get the change on the bulletin and will write
them, as sooas possible too.

Love, John

(This letter waslsoin a military Christmas card’F)

1944

Jan 61944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother& Father,

Received your package and thanksal&¢.now | 6ve been kinda | ate i
just a little too busy. But will try and improve in the future.

Been having pretty nice weather lateJust got a letter from Gert &HOck. But still am

behind in letters.

Been having ¥ Army tests all thisveek, so this whole week has been very busy. We
have a night bivouac test tomorrow nite s
Just now was going to take a shower and t
write more later.

Love, John

o |
h ou
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Jan 17194

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and have planned on doing so much .
writing andjust never felt like ibr didrt have time. Tomorrow [
night I plan on writing you a long letter if nothing interferes.
This last wk end | wat down to Camp Hood and saw Harold

down there, they got about 3 wks left ahdn they go back to &
thereout fit in Kentucky. Had
So will close till tomorrow nite. e
Love, John (Harold Dertien is on the right. Both were home
on leave in Nov. 1943TF)

Jan 29,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Dad,

Well its high time | dropped a letter. It seems | plan on writing every nite but just am not
in any mood or busy. The time flys so fastve been going out in the field so much

lately. Got back in camiate Friday nite and pull out Sunday nite again. Feb 6, | think it
is, we go out in the field for 30 days, so you can imagine what that will be like.

Ot her wi se there i snott hrusc hi sh atphpee nfiinrgs ta rloeutntde
wk. But will just have to start writing again.

So Walt finally got in, huh. I 61 I betcha th
Gosh, | just cant think of a-—-tWealmagvst o write.

evaything back there. O.K., thegood.
Well will close til a little later.
Love, John

Feb 6,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother & Father

Just dropping you a line, as have a little spare time out here in the field. At present we
are on a months maneuvers, back here in the hills.

The weather here lately haddm kinda rainy. It rained yesterday and was very misty this
morning. But it cleared up in the afternoon when we pulled out. And it kinda looks like
we might get some rain taghit. Lets hope not. As it ismery much fun in the field

when everythingd cold & wet.

Otherwise have not been doing any thing else very special. Anlghstg that | can

think of. Except that we are bottled dgr a whole moth out in the field. So it wont be

till March till we see someort of civilization again.

Oh yes | sent you a couple of books awhile back. Let me know if you got them. Also
yesterday | sent some pictures home. So you ought to get them in a short time. They are
notverypl ai n, ki ndadod theykave tooBHotd ort tdat Igadt [Aleém
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as | might send back for one of them, if anything should come up and | need one. But for
the present, hold on to one for sure in case | want it.

Well hows everything going back there. | suppose you have everythingnigihée ball.
Well, thats tle way to have it.

HowsGert & Chuck and all the kids coming. | suppose the kids are growing every day.
Gosh, | must write them a letter soon. Had a carton of gum and sent it to themtbut don
know wetheithey got it or not.

| suppose its kinda cold updre yet. But it wont be long before it warms. The sun is just
going down and it is getting a little dark. So will close till a little later.

Hoping this reaches you in the best of health and Spirit.

| remain,

Love, John

Feb 181944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Just a short line to let you know everything is O.K. We are still on maneuvers and will
be till the first part of March. Dondét have
something doing. The weather has been very cold aitel & bit of rain. The sun
happens to be shining now, but it is windy and cool.

Oh yes, | received your package and also Tom & iegralso Min & Irv Joe & Mrs.
Boerema. Also one from the Ladies Aid of Fuller Prot. But am so far behind in letter
writing have not caught up yet. But maybe a little later.

Well hows everything goingack there? O.K. | suppos8ay hello to everyone for me

and tell o6em 16l try and write them a | itt]
So will close till later.

Love, John

Feb 20,1944 ’ '.’( .

Camp Bowie Texas . "‘ . \

ASundayo

Dear Mother and Dad & Gert & Chuck & Children,
Thought | had better drop you a short line. And amtiroy it
all together as we dohave much spare time.

Yes we are still out in the field yet. | think about 10 days |}
in the field yet
Last night was a very miserable one. Damp, rainy and col@dS =
My feet were so cold it wag§

of clearing up.
Dont do much of any writing out here in the field. Notehu
in any mood even. Right now we are on another problem,

o . . A T8
we are still in oubivouac area, so | just started writing. Yo .
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can notice the writing is not so extra smooth. Must be my joints are still froze or
something.

Just a little while ago | alnsb stepped on a rabbit nest. It was only about 10 ft from the
tank. |looked inside of it and found 4 cute little tiny black rabbits, gosh they were cute.
We covered them up again with the rabbits fur and grass and put a couple of stakes up so
no one wald walk on them.

Last night was so dark you couldnt discern a figure 3 feet in front of you. | was on an
outpost for a couple of hrs. What a time. You would sweahgaud a noise over there

and ly golly theguy would pop up just the opposite placemptime. The tanks were 50
ydsapartanddm t el |l i ng you, e WenopittedawogddiR)thd ost tr yi
tank next to them.

Well will close till later and say hello to everyone for me.

Yes, | got the five bucks, thanks.

| remain

Love, John

March 121944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Have been receiving yoletters regularly and you doknow how mucH appreciate

them. As mail dohcome to me so much nowadays. Received a letter from Gert &
Chuck. Sure was welcome. Just gibtkoP.-this is Sunday nite. The weather is pretty
good. Sorry | dyouhirtnday Argwag, mb, bappy pithday and
wish you many more.

Say what ever happened to that income tax problem of mm&Vafts home, huh,
hansomé r u t Idetcha hie iddks ducky in that suit, huh. You said something about
getting Gert & family a present, huh, well | had adittbugh luck. You know you can
trust no me in this armyAnd thas what happened in my case. Happened to leave my
wallet with 3 bucksin my locker by mistake. Some one picked the lockldied the
money. Oh yes, | gotoyrr 5 bucks you sent the first of the year, thanks loads. | borrowed
5 bucks and am going to try and make that last the rest of the . month

Next week a bunch afs go to Ft. Bliss for a week of anit@aft gunnery training.

That dealing \ith the 50 cal mach. gun. Tlsa¥larch 19 to 26. Otherwise nothing much
el se to report. Tell Gert 10611 send her son
now. Al will send you folks something if we are still down. But you know tijoes

so fast, and you just dbstay in one place forever.

So will close till

God Bless you all

Love, John
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March 28,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mom& Pop & Gert & Chuck & Kids (S5, Bert & Chucky)

Sorry | didrt write sooner but | wasent around last week and maslewt sent out. You
know downat Dona Ana, near El Paso, abdbtmin from it, at that anti aircraft Gunnery
class. Had a nice time, really enjoyed it out there ondkert] and let me tell you it was
really desert.

When | got back | had 2 letters from mom & pop and one from Gert and Chuck. Also
others, fom Joey and other persons. Mand Dad letters, one with 5 bucks another
with 10 bucks, received them in good cond i o n . Gertds letter with
I 61 | get you back someway or other, as | get
one of the fellas last week. But it lasted.

Nothing much new going on around here. We were supposed to go tcabalasiout

the 10" of April. But called off, so thesssomething in the air. Just ddmow what yet.
Very cold out herel, wouldrnt doubtbut what it siows.

Will close nowtill later.

Love, John

P.S. Tell Joe & Irv & Min, | got there letters and thankstawill try and write them

soon.

P.S. #2 So theidts liked the turtle, huh, thegood. Cute, Huh

Am mailing some pictures. Please save them for me if you can.

John was promoted to Private First Class in April 1%&4ning $54 a montverseas
pay would be a boost of 20%, equaling $64.80 a month while in Europe.

April 16, 1944

CampBowie, Texas

Dear Boeremas, and Ma & Pa,

Its about time | dropped you people a line | think. While I think of it, tell Ma & Pa, | got

all the $$ they sent and algours, and will try and repay it soon.

Well there 1isndét much going on down here. V
Baptist Church. But otherwise there just s
The weather is pretty niceodn here. Got a little sunbuyesterday aroundhée

shoulders. Saw Irvs pictune the paper the other nite. Have planned on writiegn for

so long, but just cdarget down to it. But am going to try to tonite.

Now, Im going to go rinse a pair of fatigue out, so will close tiitie later.

John
P.S.The envelope as you noticed is a little dirty. | am so sorry.
(included with this |letter is a copy of the

April 14, 1944. The paper had two pictures featuring th& &8mored Div.TF)

41



April 23,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father and Gert, Chuck, Coral, Bertie, Chucky,

Ahem, quiteaheadinBoy | 6 m t el | ietogriteyt@tiie,whole bynecherte h av

|l etter, Gosh, I woul dndét knypwouldyustbéa t o do i f
repetition of each other.

| just cart think of a thing to write anymore, why it would take the duration and 10 month

to catch up on all the letter writing.

Well to get on with the same old stuff.

This weather is pretty nice dovinere Went and saw Willy, this afternoon. Had a little

chat, you know, about the old ti mes. Just a
range quite a bit lately. So my time has been pretty will occupied.

Oh, yes, | sent a couple of pictures home.irlklthey are pretty nice, Gert & Chuck get

one and you keep one, Ma & Dad. | plan on segtlie watch home tomorrow.slt

kinda busted up. On maneuvers the second hand was always missing but | cracked the

crystal a few places and | snapped the stem&fits in pretty bad shape.

Boy things are really happening around here. | think in a few weeks some of us will have

new addresses. Il 61l explain. You see, when
Cadet schools, they put quite a few of them doerein the 18. Well they have to

make room for them, and they seem to be ship
Weve had cl ot hing c¢heeskisalwaanadtk watedfostthe c hec ks a
Afgod si gn a ltellwhoBealty is googuo get 8 go. About 14 car loads (train)

pulled out today (23 Sunday).

Well | cant think of much of any thing else to write, so will sign off.

Hows every thing going back there. O.K. | hope, | suppose it is warming up by now.

Say Bert Coral & Chug/ hows their little turtle coming. Did you teach him to talk yet?

Or did one of you Ilittle Atikeso swall ow hin
So till later,
Love, John

Western Union Telegram
May 5, 1944 -
Possibility | might be home

this weekend. John

Home on leave.

May 1944

Sister Gert

Bertie, Chucky, Coral
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May 20,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Dad

Well, arrived back in camp Wedsaay, every thing is O.K. Batf course, am very busy.
In fact very busycatching up on different things. Been busy every nite soQaite a
few fellas pulled out a couple days before |
long before a few moref us get our shipping paperBeen seeing quite a few war films
that | missed, am going to one tonite. Had another clothing check té&gplacing all
our old stuff wth new stuff. But a fella ddrknow when his number is up. The next
week will tell.

The weather is kinda rainy lately. Pdéeadom mind the scribbling, as | am in a great

hurry.
Hows eerything back there. O.K. tlatpod.
Hows the kittens coming al ong. I 61 1 bet cha

the train was pulling out.

Im on guard this weekend so | imagin@dnt have much spare time.
Well will close till a little later.

Love, Johnnie

Western Union Telegram

May 24 1944

Wire $25 immediately. John

(Included in the envelope is a receipt for $35, send to Johisligther, EHazenberg.)

Camp Bowie Texas

May 25,1944

DearGert & Chuck, Kids, & Ma & Dad,

Well have been quite busy. Exjppeo get shippecdhia coupledays. Have been having so

many checks latelyook out a small allotment, which will be sent home ($15.00)

Sent Ma a telegram far little money, quick,asldon know wet her | 61 | get
not. Either will get sent to Replacement Delot1 at Ft Mead Maryland or No 2 at Ft

Ord Calif.

Dont have much time to write, as we are so busy. Hows ewegytjoing back there.

OK, thas good.

Will try and drop another line tomorrow nite.

Till then

Love, Johnnie

Included in the letter, whichwassnt t o Johnds sister Gertrude,
separate | etter to Johnds parents, and a pho
Mother and Dad,

Hold on to this picture and dblose it. Also this address:

Charles Cauble Jr. Charles Cauble, Jr.
Route#2 Box 89 R.R.#1 Box 296
Salisbury, N.C(wifes homé Salisbury, N.C. (dad & moms house)
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Also this address

Miss Betty Lippard

R.R. #1

Salisbury, N.C.

The last address is that of a very nice young woofavhich | have been corresponding
with .

If anything slould happerto me, you know what | mean, be sure and let them know.
(He enclosed photoof a couple, the mawas inuniform, and the inscription on the back
was: Chas. Cauble & wife, R.R. #1, Bo2&, SalisburyN.C. TF)

Camp Bowie, Texas
May 25,1944
Dear Mothe& Dad,
Received your box of candy and also the money yotteday. Thanks loads. | don
know wet her 106l get paid this month or not,
back & soon as possible. Thanks again.
Am very busy, in fact too busy. Will prably pull out Sunday for, | darknow where,
some port of replacement.
Also got your lettethanks. So Harold was hortieass nice. e
Ah yes, please do this for rRy@u know that lage 8 by 10 picture | =—— ;
havenot the small one | put in the frarbet that oe of me
Acrouchingd by t he bathatlarcy,ekealh
nice one of me that was with the ones in the pgelan the piano ==
(it dosenthave any tank or any thing it, just me) Will give it too :
Chuck and ask him to wrap it up between some cardboard real
and send it too the following addreséiss Betty Lippard
R.R. #1 s
Salisbury, North Carolina  and put return address of J&
P. Hazenberg
1025 Helen St. N.E.
Grand Rapids Michigaim the upper left handorner of the
package. He ddrhave to send it insured and if no frame is
avdlable, send it just as itidecause if there is gla it it might bust and | dont want
that. Don forget that large 8x1®f me in my light kaki uniform along side the barracks.
O.K. thanks.
Love till a little later John
PS Send that picture dek as possible.

May 27, 1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

DearMother& Dad,

Just dropping you a short line till a little later. A few of us are pulling out of here in a
couple of days.

44



Am inclosing an allotment slip in this letter. Please hold on too it. Videsed Willy last
nite and saw Judd Helder yesterday.
Beenraining down here lately. Doknow where we will endp yet. But for Gosh sakes
dort worry. Keep writing to this same address until | give you a new one.
Did you get my last letter in which | weed you to send that large 8x10 picture, the one
of me in my light kaki uniform crouching besides the barracks and send it to the
following addressMiss Betty Lippard

R.R. #1

Salisbury, North Carina
| t dhawe to 6e in any frame if none was not handy. Maybe Chuck could wrap it up
real nice and send it.
Received your Western Uniavire and money, qur box of candy and letter. Leave that
stationary back there.
| sold my bed roll, and alsoshirt | had. Havent got hardly any other valuables down
here now.
Go for a physical exam tomorrow. Have had so many checks, clothing, physicals, etc.
Say hello to Gert & Chuck for me, time is kinda limited at this stage of the game.
Send that picturasquick as possible, and put my home address in the upper left hand
corner of the package, you know John P Hazenberg, 1025 Helen St N.E., Grand Rapids
Michigan.
A very nice young woman, have been correspon
a doggone ice young kid.
Will close now, dohever worry.
Love, John
P.S. Dont subscribe to the Press again till | let you know. | sent a package home with
some articles. My ring is in the pencil box.

P.F.C. John P. Hazenberg A.S.N. 36411136

A.G.F. Replacemeridepot

Ft George G. Mean

Maryland

U.S. Army

May 30,1944

Dear Mothe& Dad & Gert & Chuck,

Just a line tdet you know everything is O.K. Am now going through Arkansas.
Notice the above address. Ddorget the serial number, as that is important.

Cant thnk of much to write right now. But maybe a little later on.

Hope everything is O.K. back there. Say hello to Gert & Chuck & kids for me.
Am now crossing the MisssipiRiver, (right now)Certainly is a large river. | mean |
was in Arkansas a minute agaém now in Memphis Tennes&ice we are on the other
side of the rivethuh.

Please darworry, am closing till a little later.

Your loving sonJohn
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TRP i'Bsy 7"REGT

A.G.F. Replacement Depot #1

Ft George G. Meade, Maryland

June 21944

Dear Mdher& Father &Gert & Chuck,

Nothing much to write, very busy, all this new equipment etc. But will try and write a
long letter tomorrow.

Boy, sure is hot down here.

Cant hardly think of a thing to write. Maybe will be able to tomorrow. | hope soe Hav
very good eats.

Hows all the childrefO. K. t hat 6s good.

Will write a longer one tomorrow.

Love, John

June 4, 1944

Ft. Meade, Maryland

Dear Boerems

Just a short line till a little later. Kinda chilly down here. Today happened to get a pass
and whato you think | did. Yes took a trip to Washingtonly stayed there a few

hours. Went all through the capital on one of them tours. Also saw many of the other
buildings. But there are so many gov. buildings down there. | never walked so much in
my life. Pretty busy place | must say.

Donét know how |l ong we stay here. No one kn
A.P.O.

Oh yes, | happened to run into a store with
Anyway, 10611 send t hecantusedhem, orlotheswisafind n g . May b

someone with a camera tlsate. Sorry, butthey justdidn have 1166 s.

Hows everything down there. Havent had any mail for a week. It hasnt come from

Bowie yetand then it all has to be sorted down here again.

Am sendinga couple of picturegive the one with the capital on it to ma & pa for me.

O. K. . | need proof that 16d been in Washing
Will send the films tomorrow night if possible.

Heyah kids, hope you ore O.K.

Till later

Love, John

P.S. Please excuse the wrapping of the films.

June 5, 1944

Ft. Meade Md.

Postcard with FORT MEADE Mdn the front
Everything OK

Will try and write a @l letter tomorrow. O.K. thatgood
Love, John
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June 10, 1944

Ft Meade, Md

Dear Mothe& Dad & Gert & Chuck,

Just a short line. Am we busy practiclyall the time. Just waiting for our numbers to
come upHuh, very interestingm usually busy day and nite. Weather is pretty nice.
Went on a 2 d atythefbbachwio Ghaasupdzky thispast week, and
had a very nice time.

Hows everything back there. O.K. thatodés good
of any importance.

So will close till a little later.

Love, John

P.S. Betty said thanks for sending thaturethanks from me&oo. le got one of her
too-its really a knockout.

P.S. Received your letter the other day. Thanks.

June 16, 1944

Ft. MeadeMd

Salisbury, N.C.

Dear Ma & Pa,

Well, its about time | dropped you a line. | admit | dont write very much, but will try to
improve it.

Happened to get a short pass, not long enough to get home, so took a little trip down here
to see Betty. Its only 300 miles from Washington and very good connections. Nothing
much has been doing. Got new guys in, ship old ones out. Yougiigowyour

number to come up.

The weather here is Salisbury N.C. is swell, very sunny. But other wise nothing else
much doingexcept a few things.

Have been receiving your letters regularly and thanks a lot, as they mean very much, so
keep it up. Hop&ert & Chuck are O.K. and kids, say hello to them for me.

Well, will close till a little later.

Your loving son, John

June 17, 1944

Ft. Meade, Md

Salisbury, N.C., Yadkin Hotel

Dear MotherandDad,

Well, heres another short line to you. Oh yes, befgredny furthettell dad to discard

that list that | gave him while | was home, you know that one with, Hey dad, His pa etc.

I f | ever get into actanonhavliénligl al egtr eyactu tki nnoew
t i méwont mean it, butthatsthewa | 61 1 word i t.

Am having a nice time down here in Salisbury, pretty nice little town. Very hot down

here though. Saw Betty last night and had a very interesting time.
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Have very nice accomodatiohgre, in this hotel. Have a single room, large bedingrit
desk, dressing table, two mirrors, chair, clothes rack, ash tray, washing basin, in other
words, very nice, only a $1.50 a day. Am leaving here in the morning, heading back to
camp, and after that, no one knows.

But any way, | still think of you alle time.

Till a little later,

Love, son John

June 25, 1944

Ft. Meade, Md

Dear Mother& Dad,

Received your letter. Thanks loads. Gosh | just cant think of a thing to write. But
otherwiseevery thing is O.Kand hope & the same back there.

Hows everything back thereO.K. thas good. Rains quite a bit here. Do quite a bit of
hiking and being out in the field.

Nothing new going on here. Same old routine.

Had a letter from Walt & Harold Dertien. Also, Maggie & Adrain. Of course also
regularonesrm, oh you k ndmMadarice time whildBdewntthguery
nice kid.

Well will close till later.

Honest, | know these letters atéong, but | pstcantthh k o f a t hi nty t o wr it
and do better in the future.

Love, John

July 3, 1944

Sgt. George S. Glass 33395559

Co. ACo 46 Tank Battalion

13" Armd. Div

Camp Bowie, Texas

Mrs. Hazenberg,

Am dropingyou a few lines. The main reason for this is that | am sending $10.00 which
| owe John for a sleeping bag that | bought from him & herwdo send it to you, so if
you will please write & tell him that you got it.

Yours truly. Sgt. Glass

July 3, 1944

Ft. Meade Md

Dear Motherand D, al so Gert & Chuck and Aki dso,
Well, its about time dropped a line, | realize |1 dowrite very much.

But things are happening so fast. The shipping orders are in, weve been on alert for 2
days already, are all packed and ready to get shipped to P.O.E. | think will pull out right
after the & of July-thats pretty definite.

So you will probably receive mew address soon. In the meantime write to this same

one. When the new address does get to you, please send it down to, you know who,
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Miss Betty Lippard

Route #1

Salisbury, North Carolina

That goes for any new addresses | might get. Catch!! Justitvaitd send it in a plain
envelope, with her address on it.

Oh yes, Isent a package home tonites dfot that carrying bag and also a field jacket in

it. Be sure and keep that jacket in the closet for me. Huh, please no remarks happened to

beonacb hes salvage detail today and just coul
Tell Gert & Chuck that I 6m sorry | dont writ
Oh yes, | 6m sendi ng a mo niethe bank rene, iffjoome f or 2
dort need it.

Had a week end pass last week, yes, know where | wenANorth Carolina.
Am sending a few more letters in an envelope from Bet., keep them for me.
Think 1611 j "¢dmortow)y ar ound t he 4

(This is the & of July)

| am laying around, slept till 12 this noon (ouch). Was kinda tirdds Will be the last

day of that kind of stuff.

It is very hot down here right now.

So donét forget to |l et ABettyo know of any n
Hoping everything is O.K. back themnd so till a little later.

fLoveo J o hn

War Departrent postcardhotingchange of address

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS
- — (Sufficient cards will be distributed to each soldier when his mail address is changed
~ to.permit him to send one to each of his regular correspondents and publishers.)

= Date. l)ul.ja. ..... (hi 0B o048

Th1s is to advise you that my correct address now is—

1’[’@ . Dol P e nbE e ... BedlilTé...
,(Grade) (Name) (Army Serial No.)

,/

(Company or comparahle umt) (Regiment or comparable unit)

APO No. /5£3.7. 9 ¢, Postmaster. 22 . 7. 4L

(Strike out if not applicable) ( (Name of pé5¥ office)

Signature_ - IR 'AM_ tntct?

Note.—Newspapers and ma.gazmes may need your old add.ress for darrect processmg

My old address was.. _.“,47” —Z3.°

’

W.D., A. G. O. Form No. 204* (1 November 1943) >
*This form supersedes W. D A. G. 0. Form No. 204, 8 April 1943, which may be used until existing stocks
are exhausted. ©16—33987-2  GPO
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July 9, 1944

ARMO D 0 A.P.O. 15379

Postmaster NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dadnd Boeremas,

Well, thought Ig better drop you folks a line. As you wilbtice,the nev address. It

will probly change afterwhd, l[dov6t knowsitforBowt t hat

| cant name the camp, sorry, as all letters are censBredt i t 6 &rmaoénsdr T h e
cut out the next few words.)

No one knows how long they stay here. We have doggone good eats down here. In fact
better than another place Ive been. Its very hot at the present. In fact to doggone hot.
Hows evey thing back there? O.K. tteagood. | suppose the heat is getting you people
too. Say hello to the kids for me. And send Betty any new addresses | get. Idbist he
one already. | dont know if lll be able too much, | mean regular.

Say hello for me back there. So till a little later, Il write when possible.

Love

Your son, John

P.S. I might send a few bucks home by wire. So if you get notice, you will knovitsvh
from.

July 10, 1944
ARMOG D iF0A.P.O. 15379
c/oP.M.

NY, NY
Dear Motherand Dad,
Justa shortline. Everything is O.K. so far. Nothing much new happening. Have very
good eats. The weather is very hot.
Hows everything going back there. OtKats good.
Oh yes, before | forget. This morning | received my allotment. So beginning in August
(Aug. pay) you will receive an allotment of $40.00. It will probably arrive sometime in
Sept. Thensurance is the same. | dideally know if | had ptudown a second
beneficiary or not. So | put down a new dlie first beneficiary is you (mother) and the
second in line is pa (father). I 6m quite su
first took the policyoub ack i n 64 2.
A fella back & Bowie by the name of Glass, sent you a money order for a bed roll | sold
him. Let me know if you got it.

You se,a fella gets 20% monehen he gets overseas. So shahy the boost in
allotment.
Dad, keep the money for me, put it in the bank or bor@r if you need it, use it. If you
put it in bonds, make it out for me and you asowmer or beneficiary, which ever is best.
On that insurance, if the two{& 2"% beneficiaries are not there, the next in blood line
get it (which would be Gertpo let her know, just in case some thing should happen.
Be good, and 16l write more | ater.
Love, John
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July 12, 1944

ARMO D if0 APO 15379

NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dadnd the rest,

Well, just a short line for now. Just to say hello. Everything It og the ball.

Hows every thing back there O.K. thaggood. Say hello to the Boeremas for me. Got
your letter and Gerts postcard today. Hope they are having a goooltiraethe
cottage. Huh,that a cut e name f or t haihekidsaraproud A Cor al |
of it.

Say hello to them for me, as time is kinda precious.

Well will close now.

Love, John

(Thenextt et t er whasi |soe nftr ofimdolandedt Alewdy orls hartramid-
July 1944 foreitherGreenoclor Glasgow Scotland aboarthe RMS AQUITANIA, then
traveledby trooptrain to England.)

July 20, 1944

ARM6D Co. AFO

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother& Dad,

Just a short line to let you know every thing is O.K. At the writing of this, am riding the
waves. Kinda crowded, but time passedtpiast. So its not so bad.

Hows every thing back there? O.K. thats good.

Say hello to Gert & Chuck and the kids for me. Say, how did those kittens the old cat
had, turn out. Have they still got both of them, huh, or did they talk you into taking one
of them, they sure were cute.

Well, will close till a little later, hope every thing is going O.K.

So till later,

Love, John

This is Johndés first | etter from overseas.
July 29, 1944

ARMO6 D R0 ARPO 15379

c/oPM, NY, NY

England

Dear Mother& Dad,

Receiwed your letter of July 18 today, thanks a lot.

lts about 86o clock now (nite) and just got
Atlag tt al e gr e yhavehny tashing machine,dust the good old scrubbing
method.

It rained tonite kinda hd for a spell, but has now quit and the sun is shining.

Of course this letter will be a couple weeks old when you get it. But anyway, | have to

think of something to write.
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Am still with a few fellas from the old outfit, but of course aree knows how log-at

least noe of us do.

Just took time out to read AThe Stars & Stri
day, and is pretty interesting to read. At least a fellow knows a little of what is going on

outside of him.

Am kept pretty busy at times. tsof things today, tomorrow is Sunday, a day of duty. |

dondot know wet her weforwmottobotdochapal BNilldhaveto get t i n
wait and see.

Live in tents, 8 men to a tent. It gets pretty cold here at nite, in fact so cold that we use 3

or 4 blankets, half on top and half on bottom, huh, last nite I really must have rolled in

my sleep, cause | wokeg about an hour before revikad my blankets were almost all

off. Lets hope | turn out better tonite.

Hows every thing back there. Ldtgpe O.K. Hows Gert & Gitk & the kids coming?

OK thas good. Oh yes, what did they do with the kittens, have they got them yet?

Well am going to close this short letter. Not much in it. But it will just have to do. So

till a little later.,

Love, Jdn

P.S. Send a few airmail stamps with your next letter.

The next 11 letters were serHWAIL. V -Mail was devised by the government to
accommodte the huge volume of mail from Europe. Letters were writteam

8.50x100 f wir mh addr e s sddres$ wintad atiine tom mext to that wes
sender 6 s n a mdowediydtheandsdagee Saneaif was folded to make

its own envelope. After the letter was posted e@asoredit was put on micro film

flown to the U.S., printed anéducel to4 0 x 5 dandsdelizeeedOne mail sack could

hold 150,000 microfilmed letters, as opposed to 37 sacks required for the same amount of
regular lettersyV-Mail wasdifficult to read becausef the smallscript TF

July 29, 1944

England

ARMG6 D RO .

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad

Received your letter today, the first one, after this, send them air tin@yl come faster.
Yours was dated the TZind you had a three cent stamp on it. Got one from Betty also
today the 18. It gets here a little qciker.

Well, there 1isndét anything to write about th
all the time. Ye Gads, no wonder this war never gets over with.

The weather is very cold out here. In fact very very cold.

Hows everything out there. §ou got the money from Sarge Glass. O.K.

Well, will close till later.

Love, John
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July 29, 1944

England

ARMO D fFoo .

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother& Dad,

Just a short line to let you know everything is O.K. Am still in England, the weather is

cold and very dap.

Yesterday | sent a 10 dollar money order to pop. Starting with my August pay, $40 in

allotment will be sent home. So you should get that some time in Sept. | think for my

July pay the regular 15 bucks will be sent home. The $40 starts with Awiyust p

Am kinda busy, usubl all the time. It dosnget dark here until about 11:00 at night.

And gets light at about the same time as in the states.

Hows every thing back there? O. K. thatds go
after this.

Sayhdl o to everyone for me. We | | Il think 1611
So til a little later

Love, John

August 5, 1944

England

ARMOG D fifdo .

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother& Dad,

| t O sttinaeld dropped you a line.oShere goesWell, things have been busy off and

on. Wsually have nites off. There isanything to do in this camp here. 8gery now

and thertake a pass to one of the towns around here.

Tonite didnét feel muc h | i k apaditdbeiequgpmemtuyt s o st
and amrmow writing this lette. Just got back from the Red Cross tent, had a couple do
nuts and some coffee. Boy, time sure does fly. Gosh, August already.

Well, the way things are going now adays, sure is enlightening, but still a long, long ways
to go yet.

Hows every one, O.K. #is good. Danget very much mail nowadays, sometimes it

takes a little time to get in.

Well, till later, say hello to the rest for me.

Love, John

P.S. I sent home $10.00 J@8and $20.00 on Aug.-et me know when you get it. Just

got July pay, $40.Q0Alot. will start with Aug. In other words, the end of Aug.
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August 8, 1944

England

ARMO D fFoo .

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad,

Its noon here, so sat down and am trying to write you a letter. Well, this morning went
on another road march. It mustve been about 9 or 10 miles march. That was with
light packs. Yesterday went on a shorter one with heavy packs.

Otherwise there igrso extra much doing, but one can never tell when something will
come up. The weather here lately has been nice. urhessially always shining.

Well, hows every thing going back there. O.K. thats good. Mya#id@ment starts with
my Aug. @my. So you should start getting it sometime in Sept | think. Let me know if it
does. 1also sent a $10 money ordBo#iAug. Just brought the money down to the
finance office and they take care of the rest. So let me know if you get them.

So till later

Love, John

(The next 6 letters are-Mail)

Augustll, 1944

England

ARMO DAF€ o

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad,

Well, am writing this letter at a different camp. Moved the other day. Accommodations
here are pretty good, and the food so far has been O.K.

The camp is situated right on the side of a small town. Its pretty nice scenery around
here, also they have quite a bitloings going on around here. At nite they have a Red
Cross, a couple theaters, P. X6s, etc. Il t hi
brick buildings on cots.

Well, enough for now so till later,

Love, John

Augustl13, 1944

England

ARMO6 DAF€ o

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad

Received a letter from you today, the one dated tHeo®3uly. There waalso a card

from Betty and that about all the mailbve gotten for the last two weeks. But sometimes

it takes quite aeewlétterswhich sometimes takinenth®wget | 6 ve s
her e. Al together |1 O6ve gotten 4 | etters and
around 3 or 4 weeks ago. But maybe theyoll
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So Marge got married, well give her my besthes.

Well, the things seem to be progressing very good across the channel, according to all
reports.

Well, till later.

Love, John

August19, 1944

Somewhere in France

ARMO6 DiF€ o

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad,

Well, am writing this letter from a diffen¢ place than the last one,yasu will notice by

the heading. Every move now brings us a little closer to the front. After being landed in
a section of the beach which was used during the invasion, we men moved into the
interior by truck, a drive whictook all nite long. Passing through a few towns, of which
one was really battered, the others not so bad. St. Lo was pretty bad, lot of byulstings
the walls standing.

Have been moving quite a bit so my mail has quite a time catching up witBune.

maybe someday it will. d$training this afternoon so am laying in a pup tent trying to
write.

Hows everything back there, O.K. thatos
So, till later

Love, John

August28, 1944

France

ARMO D oo .

APO NY, NY

DeaMom& Dad & Gert & Chuck & fAkidso

Well, am at a new camp. For the last week, pracily every place we have been, we have
had a chance to go swimming every day. Went swimming tonight, was raining all day,
so the water was kinda cool.

At pr es e (thenextifew wordswere blacked out by the Army cengornot so

extra far fromParis. But | dohthink we are still close enough to theds. Started this

good

letterlasni ght but ¢ oMalsdmo®mt KPi niodhlayi.t. Wangd pretty

it. Hope everything is &.
Till later
Love, John
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Sept 6, 1944

France

ARMO DiAF€ o

APO NY, NY

Dear Mother& Dad and the rest,

As usual, raining. Received one of your letters today, the one dated Aug. 1. Thanks a

l ot . Hows Gert c oowd. ®ash, ashoold write th@m. Kell thenth at 6 s
|l 611 try to. This morning. Scletme knowmhyon ey or
getit. Looked at a catalogue to send Christmas @ifis put couldhfind anything

worth while, so will have to forget it.

Hows every thing going O.K. thegood. Say hello to the kids for me. Had a letter from
Evertse yesterday.

Love, John

g
der

Sept. 19, 1944 (See page 141 Morning Reporf)

Co. A"HANKBN

APO 257 NY, NY (APO257is the adress for the"7Armored Division. TF)

Dear Mom & Pop,

Well, you will notice my new address. Have finally arrived up here. Things are a little
different up here. Artillery fires nite and day and these towns really catch h___. We eat
pretty good out ére, of course all rationed stuff. Had been rajmjuite a bit. But
hasenstarted yet today. Live in atank. Sleep, eatin it, and it really is crowded. Full of
ammunition etc. Of course havereceived any more mail. Only have got 8 letters since
the middle of July, so am kinda hurting. Say hello to Boeremas. Ive gotten about 4 from
Betty and 4 from you. Al so Mins and Evert se
Well till later

Love, John

(The following letter makes reference to John having seen action, by his use of the code
6having a great ti med. Thi s wasThisgh@ao maj or b
i's not Jbothis wosld hawe toéked like this ofié:)
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(Note censoro6s stamp in upper |l eft)
Sept. 29, 1944 \MAIL ] : T Tl
Co. A"BANKSBN

APO 257 NY, NY

Dear Mother and Father,

About time | was dropping a line.
Its been quite awhile now. Cant
write very much, so most of my
letters are just repetitions of each
other. Am having a great time, oh &
yeah, huh, why last night even slep@~
on a pile of hay andot a good rest
for once. Havent received any mail§’
for so | ong that
up of ever seeing any. 9 letters in
% months.

Hows everything back there. O.K.
thatds good. Ju
Gert & Chuck, and also Betty a
letter. Do®t wr i te mu
have much time.

Well till a little later

Love, John

HAVE YOU FILLED IN COMPLETE
ADDRESS AT TOP?

Oct. 5, 1944

Pfc. Mdvin J. Roetman ( Mel was a good friend of Johnos
7" Depot Unit, Army  at age26. TF)

Hill Field, Ogden, Utah

Dear Friends

|l td6s been a |l ong time since | have written t
me as | hope it is with you.

It is quite a ways from Georgia to Utah and quite a difference in many other ways to.

The climate, scenery, work and what not. It is quite cool here even when the sun is

shining and quite cold at night.

The second week | was in the outfit we were sent on a five day bivouac. It seemed we

were miles from every where. Only till we climbexthe top of one of the many high

hills could we see more than about a half mile away. We were down near the Great Salt

Lake and could see it from the hill. That was qaisceneryever to forget. Large

mountains as far as you could see, with the kigden by clouds. | had never seen

anything like itbefore and it really was very interesting to see the view that it gave us.

|l 6m receiving the Press regularly and donot
thoroughly and really enjoying. | thagku so very much for your kind thoughts and

your generosity in sending them to me.
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Back to school again for about six weeks. A kind of a refresher course. | thought | had
studied all the aircraft radio sdofer, but now
seen before. Our unit will be repairing small planes for the ground forces. It is still a

guestion yet though, whether the Ground forces will have anything to do with or have

around them an Air Force unit. It makes no difference to me. Asaetigey feed us

and pay us, I 61 | do what they want me to.
They are not strict at all around here. As long as we behave ourselves and keep clean
they donét bother us with a | ot of inspectio

us. They are our Isses yet they know and realize what the men can dwlaithey

w 0 n &Jsually we get what we want from them.

While | was down in Georgia | was very lucky to have my wife with me for a few weeks.

| 6m pretty sure she e nglitdeyacdtion. tknoawitdidneaul d sor
world of good to have her with me and it seemed to bring me so close to home again.

But it didnét | ast as | ong as we had hoped a
| was shipping and suddenly the next aft®n | was on my way west.

Wasnodét to very far from home on my way her
left there Sat.nite. Four of us had a private little compartment from Atlanta Ga to

Chicago and rode a good Pullman car from Chicago to Odgglaw. many interesting

things, even as fast as the train was traveling.

| bought me a very close pal today. |l candt
bought me a good little pipe. | can warm up my insides and my hands at the same time

now. Now | have to learn how to smoke it right. It goes out to quick. But it is food for

my nerves and gives me something to fiddle with while listening to very boring lectures.

Which are plenty.

D

Well , fol ks, I have no mor ranyens |guess,agr i t e ab
l ong as |1 d&m getting the old home town paper.
Something certainly should happen around here to make news though, and as soon as it

does, |l 611 sit right down and write you anot

| 6ve had my quart odverymitelb&foremlitingathis bunk, bnd feed ne ar |
like a good night sleep. (Milk is cheap and plentiful here.)

So long for now and till we see each other again. (Soon I hope.) God be with you and

keep you well each and every day.

It is my good fortune to ha good friends like you have been to me. It means very much

to me. Good night for now. Will write again soon.

As ever, your friend, Mel

(Not a \-Mail)

October 7, 1944

Somewhere

(Johncould notsaywhere but the # ArmdDiv movedfrom France, througBelgium,
to Hollandon Sept 24The 7" ArmdDiv was diverted fronthe battle foMetz to provide
flank coverage for Operation Market Garden in Holla@a.B was the striking force at
the town of Vortumliberaingit on2 Oct1944 TF)
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Co 1 B3ANK BN
Dear Mother and Dad

About time I 6m dropping you a | ine. Hope vyo
I 61 | get | etters i f you write to that addres
your letters soonYou know ve only gotter8 or 4 of yours that were written since the

mi ddl e of Jul y. So you see Itéhnecgkdelnda dAhurti
t hrough. I f 1 6m stild]l her e. Have been kind
much.

Huh, why didnoét vyloaun guwd ke ymairre owhdi IDautlc hwas a
far as talking goes, just like the other places.

Well it sure gets cold up here. Especially at nite, and when you live, eat and sleep in a
tank for days, oh my G | back.

Hows Gert & Chuck and the kids corginHaving a grand time, huh, with that bunch of
kids. Say hello to them for me. Dropped them a line the other day, and will try and drop
another.

Say hello to every one for me, as | just cant possibly drop them all a line.

So will close this till a litie later and start on a letter to Betty down south there. Oh yeah,
Happy Birthday pop, a little late.

Till later, Love, John

October 8, 194%/-Mall

Somewhere in Holland

DearMother & Dad & Boeremas,

Well hows every little thing going back there. O.Kadpe Hows the weather back there.

O.K. thats good Gets very cold up here at nite. Al
one of these days. Hows the Boeremas coming along. Honest, | forgot what the new

member of the family is already, a boy or a didh, | already cant think of the name to

save my life.

Well, say hello to everyone for me, Deckers
So till later. Love, John

PS. Give J. Decker my address as he sent me a church paper.

October 12, 1944 \MAIL

Holland

(From now to July 19&®&B,40"Tank BNOAPO25@TF ess r e mai
Dear Mom &Dadand the rest,

Well hows every thing going back there? O.K. | hope. Well today it looks like its going

to be a beautiful dagne of the very few. ltrais s o doggone much here,
funny any more. Sure is beautiful country. The tank has a little stove for cooking

purposes and once in awhile when we have a chance we have a real meal. Last nite we

had one, went and picked up some potateg®f a field in back of us and had French

fried potatoes, also tomatoes, and macaroni out of our rations. Oh yes, also coffee. Boy

it really tasted good. Sometimes we trade cigarettes for eggs etc. No one knows how to

say eggs in dutch, so one of theys holds his hands the shape of an egg and then

Acackl es. 0 P.S. We geh 6em. Wel | till a |
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October 13, 1944 \MAIL

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mom& Pop & the rest

Well, am trying to drop you aanihg forencgs much a
but there is a strong wind a blowing. So it istiéelichilly out. Well there isnany thing

new to repa as far as | know. So doh&ve much to write on.

Hows every thing goi ng backkidstomingedng? Howos Ge

Huh, | dont know, Ilhaven r ecei ved any mail for so | ong.
post office system that they talk@ut as being so good, wellddnt think its worth a

d . But margchiwesome) Iepd. awell til @ litd llaterJohn

Oct. 16, 1944

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mother& Dad and the rest,

Well hows every thing going back there. Received a couple back dated letters yesterday.

No, none of them were from you. They were all dated way back in August. One from

Gerrit & Ella, one from Dona Evertse, Stedmans, and one from a kid back in Texas.

Sure felt good getting a couple for once. Maybeawaitl be coming in now. | ddn

know, Ella was sayinthat Reweldman had left, and is now down at Boston Square, or

someplace near there. Also Gret had a new member. Sorry to hear abauSjarie.

If you happen to run into any of the family, give them my sympathy. Sure hope that

Ralph is feeling better. Well hows the Boeremas coming along. Say Gert, you must be

right on the ball, arendt you. AProducti on
husband. Hu h, |l 6m just wondering. Hebds sur
Small, but midpt powerfuld hund . S a y , hathé Kids areoreally growirege n 0 t

they. Theydl probably be grown up by the ti me |
kittensand old cat coming along. Does Coral still pull their tails, huhbeéchallittle

Chuckie can talk by now, cant he? Huh, | just cant think of thatomes name to save

my neck, maybe some day | will. Huh, any wa
watch Bert and Ilittle Chuckie, you know ther
Say mom, do you still take care of the kids every now and then. Datilgyp and tear

up the attic like theysed too. Or have they settidown a little.

| m sitting in the tank hereyiing to write and am kinda rummg out of words. RS

continuedthe next day Well last nite was a bad nite, as usual, rain, and a \&kyrdte,

makes it kinda bad, for a while, we couldnt see our hand in front of our face. Today,

raining part of the time and very damp, in other words, miserable.

Well, heres hoping every thing is going O.K. back there. Say hello and drop me a line.

Do you still get them allotments or not.

So till a little later

Love, John

(The new baby that John was referring toes, the editor, born 3 Aug19440 Johnod s

sister GertrudélazenberdoeremaTF)
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October 17, 194¥%-MAIL

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mom &Dad, Gert & Chuck, and Bert, Coral & Chuckie?

Huh, that qustion mark ior the one | donknow the name of, at least | ¢ahink of it.

Well any way, hows every thing going back there. | suppose it is getting a little more

cold back there by nowT e | | pa, hi s f swhichgatcoddn @ash, milee onl vy
doggone near frozen stiff on outpost last nite. They ought to invent some shoes with a

heating device in them. Huh, that would be the day. But will just have to wait for that to

come alo g . Say young kids, you really must be
the phonograph, well, play it all you want too. Will close, till the next opportunity.

Love, John

October 18, 1944
Somewhere in Holland
Dear Mother& Dad,
Well, what do ya think, | received one of your letters today!
The one dated Oct. 5, 44. Sure was glad to hear from you
You sent it VMail and on the front of it was marked
A Un s lefot nacdoof i | miSmvghendyou send any more
of that V mail wont you try and wetthat address on the
inside of the form a little more clearer and not crowd up the
lines so much, especially towards the end of it. O.K. So T
Jr. finally got home, well, say hello to him for me. This plac
they call Holland, huh, you can have it &k | care, as all it
does is rain anyway. This forsaken place, the sun was out
few minutes this morning, but it has started to rain again,

rained all l ast nite, wel/l sh it,
| 6m going to make inmickofangt . . - 4S am no
mood for writing. So, say hello to every on
write again soon if possible. Cousin Tom Van Wyk

So till a little later--John

Octaber 18, 1944 WAIL

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mothe Dad and Gert, Chuck, and Akidso
Will try and drop you a short line from this disgusting country, which you call you

Af at herl ando. Hu h, mom & pop | can now unde
you were young. Huh, you can give this country and its climate back to the Indians. And

| dont even know if they would want it. Oh
How is every thing back there, did little Coral start going to school witheB&ert

really must have a job on her hands with tha
well, will close till a little later. Say hello for me and till later

Love, John
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October 21, 1944 \MAIL

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mother& Dad and theBoeremas (also the Cramers)

Well received another one of your letters, this oneddatd. 10. Gosh thanks a lot. So

Tom is home, well be sure and say hello to him for me. Sure am glad to hear every thing

is going O.K. back there and hope it stays Way. Todayfor the first time in a very

long time it was pretty nice out. A little cloudy but the sun did mataget through.
Seem to be getting my mail regular now. Yours and Bettys and it sure makes things
different.

Will write again soon as posde.

Love, John

October 22, 1944

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Motherad Dad and Gert & Chuck & fAkidso,
Well received another one of your letters yesterday, this one dater Aug. 29, 44. Some
more backmail. In fact | got about 8 of them yesterday. Quéw dack ones. So it
finally is catching up with me. There was also one from Gert & Chuck, Barbara &
Ralph, Gerrit & Ella, Slayers, Evertse, and, you guessed it Betty.

So I have a Ilittle writing to caitsacfar, up
but it looks |ike it might start any mi

the only thing is, that these dutch have more kids, tharcga count. Huh, Gert
(Production Line) vyo uGogh, oblyefdut, ahwell sthatelenty 1 t
if you ask me. Oh yes, also had a letter from Walt.

Well, will close this short line for now and will drop more later if possible, sthiihd

Say hello for me.

Love, John

October 27, 1944

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mother& Dad and the Boeremas,

Well have been receiving quite a bit of mail lately, most of it my Sept. mail but also
mixed in it some new stuff too. | got aboutdfzhem lat nite. Please domind the
writing as my hanslare a little stiff and cold yet. Its about 10 in the morning. Received

mombés & pops | etters dated Sept. 14, 21,

Dennis news a couple of days ago. Am hayjaie a job catching up on these letters.
Had one from Betty, Minuet (Detroit) Donna Evertse, Mrs. DeckéDéls and a couple
others. So if you think you got letter writing to do, huh, think of me.

on.
nut e.
to be called c¢climate. Wel | , there isnot

mu C

up a

28,

We | | there isndét much Atleastnothpelican méntion.nfhed o wn t h

weather is cold. Gerts letter had the pictures in it. Thankssajo®is, how old are you.
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You dondét | ook a day o 8cthe kidsare comihgealoig O. KComp |l i n
thats good. Lets hope Gert & Chuchkdeall these letters, as they go for all of you.

Wrote Waltd et t er the other day, and am going to
possible. So be sure and let them see all of the letters which | write to you.

Well am going to close this shorh& and try and catch up on a few of the others.

So till a little later

Love, John

October 29, 1944 \MAIL

Holland

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

Just a short line to let you know eveyng is still O.K. and hopestthe same back there.
Was a very bediiul day. Oh yes, Sunday, went to church this morning while | had the
chance, and sure seemed good.

Hada | etter from Gert & Chuck, back d
| suppose it is getting a littleecol
Will close till, if possible tomorrow.

Love, John

at ed, an
d ba

October 311944

Somewhere in Holland

(Sent t o Jo hude@Beeremat 348 ¢homasS Stredt, Grand Rapids, V)

My Dea® (here goes) Gert, Chuck, Bert, Coral, Chucky Jr. and Gertrude Maias,

what a starhuh. Received your letter of Aug. 11 the other day, | wrote that in a letter to

either you or mom & pop before. Well, | wao thank you again. Huh, doworry, |

well understand why you cant write much, you must have quite a job oraods,

havent you? You wrote this particular | ette
young thing was only 7 days ol d. AShebs a vy
Huh.

Well lets hope every thing is going good back there. May | aslkayuestion? She (the

new one) i snotlsharhieshd? yNp,eavellwhgood.hAng lsdppose

Bert, Coral and Chucky really have fun together. So Bert is going to school or has been

for a couple of semested si nand Shhogw &ii0LAIlt tbleet Sii
Acr acker 0. tydldeyherBapy your llomework, huh.

|l i magine by the time you get this |letter, s
eat that snow any day before | would any of this over here, even if fullva$ soot.
Boy, if | ever get home again, and those MfAwo

swell the old country (Holland) used to be, huh, they had better be on the alert, huh, as
they can hae every inch of it. And | ddrthink a million otheiguys would mind either.

Oh yes, thanks a lot for them airmail stamps you had attached to that little baby card.
Gosh, can always use them. Gethink Chuck put them there without you knowing it.
Now confess Chuck, what (huh) what are you tryingapstip something past Gert,

trying to make points with me.
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Gosh, and talking about points, honest | 0m h
with this demobilization plan. Huh, will have to figure out someway of picking up quite

a few more, huh. Wel anyway, we 06| | l et that worry wait
Last nite it rained, didnét get practically
would only invent some way of keeping a guys feet warm. They spend millions of bucks

on research on what best suited for different climates, but seems they cant even solve

the ficold toeso situation, and when they get
at er t he war icameourwthsomethmgn t heydl

Oh yes Gert, you wanted the lowdoaihBettywe | | , | 61 | atlittleyofitand gi ve
here, and if youa good little girl, more latehuhso | have to give you the age, you know

| 6mo Achil d st sdlesr @abolwuh 19 @nKk. stands about
build, blond hair dishwater) blue eyes and has arny nice intellectual talk and

d sposition. I n satwekki. Veryaecensand the rightkindh Nots h e 6

the rowdy type. Like to send you a picture of her, but only have this one of her, but will

tell herto send some along. She goes to a Lutheran Church and after you add every thing

up, shes a swell kid.

We | | Gert, & the rest, Il 611 try and give you
and stamps. And Best Wishes. Be sure and let mom &gaapthis also.

Till later-love, John

PS.Ildoh know when | 61 I be able to mail this, b
Personally, I think this war has got a long way to go. Hope the Russians keep it up.

October 31, 1944

Somewhere in Hollah

Dearest Mother and Dad

Just got through dropping a |ine towGert & C
startedononetoyou. ldon know when | 61 I be able to mail
awriting them and mail them at the first opportunityknow you read the ones | send to

Gert & Chuck and | supposel{bpe) they do visa versa. So some of the things will be

repetitious of the other letters. But that wont matter much.

|l wont say any thing about tihletersbéfodlel and as |
Rained | ast nite, so made it all the more mi
up anytime again. Today the fog lifted about 1:30 PM this afternoon. So it was a bad

day in conjunction with the rainy nite. But we livédtough it, huh. Boy it sure does get

cold over here. | see by the papérattsnow has fallen in certgiarts of Holland. It

hasent fell yet around here yet, but we can expect it any day now, as it sure is cold

enough for it.

Wel | , t h e rngmuclsnev that l@aeport framithis end of the in Red

Cross happened to be around, so got a few sheets of stationary, gosh, sure can use it. If

you care to send me a few tablets of paper about this size, sure could use them, as paper

is kinda hardo get around here.

How is every thing back there. | suppose you go to Gert & Chucks quite a bit and take

care of the kids. Or do they britigem over to the house. Oh thaight the kils go to

school now. Howdo#hy | i ke i t. Glonk b tbheEbsbeheh&c&bsa
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now dort she, huh, anywagive her a kiss for me and tell her & Bert to play the

phonograph as much as they want too.

Wel | iIts 6: 00 od06clock out and dar k. Guard i1
every crew pull guardDivide up the time.So will have to pt a close to this letter.

Dont know when | can mail it, but will get it out at the first opportunity. Went to church

Sunday while | had the chance, as the chance dosent always come.

So till later Love, John

In this next letter, what John does not say is more important that what he does say. The
7" ArmdDiv was involved in very heavy action in the Peel Marshes, the Maas River, and
the towns of Ospéelliejel-Liesel against heavy German resistance. It is referrad the

Battle of the Canals'F

November 9, 1944

Somewhere in Holland

Dear Mothe and Dadand the Boeremas and all the rest,

Well, well, O.K. knock me all over the place for not writing, but it was just impossible.

| still have a letter for you that lag going to mail the first of November, but forgot to

turn it in, and di dn"tomdilasoeiltanitimtenomosr t i | | no
with this one. As this is the first chance.

We are now in a little different position, kind of a rest péritaking a breather and

getting organized again. So | couldio any letter writing for a spell, but maybe now

will catch up on a little letter writing.

Well the weather has been kinda miserable all the time. Usually raining all the time and

this aftenoon it snowed. Snowed pretty hard for a short spell.

For once we had a chancectuk ourown meal. Had a pretty good one tonite. Peas and

waxed beans, crackers and jam, and corned beef and coffee. Really tasted good.

Had a fAhecko otiyingdo shaveroi abquieas tday bedrd. yHuh really

tough. Had a chance to take a shower yesterday and that really hit the spot.

Dont know who won the election yet. But | think F.D.R. took it easily, of course no one

around here took much interest imin y wa vy . | 6 m toak, nottbatIRoosevel t
dort think Dewey was any good, but F.D.R. | think is more experienced for the type of

situation the country is now in. | think he could handle the job the best. Boy just think,

h e Besen in there 12 ymsow, thas an awful long time. When you come down too it,

that sure is a hardship. In these times espedallyf hope he got it any way.

Hows all the kids coming along O. K. thatds g
looking for some t@ome n.

Hope ya have, or had, a nice thankdgly. Well, will close till a little later and hoping

every thing is O.K. back there.

Say hello for me and so till a little later, at the next opporturitgwe, John

(With thedefeat of the Germanthe 7" ArmdDiv endedits Holland campaign. & the

rest of November the Divisiomas given R&Rn Maastricht, its first one since August.
TF)
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November 11, 1944

Somewhere in Holland
Mom & Pop
Well, will try and drop you &hort line, seeing | have the time. Am also going to try and
get one off
there

Dear

We | |

all over.

How is every thing back there? O.K. thats good.

snot

and the
the O6Del
mu ¢ h

t o

| suppose pop is working every day.

Boer emads

S

whil e |

(and

have
r e p olete, something her e.
did happen, we did have cken for dinner, gosh, that sure did taste good. Hmmm hmm.

The weather was finally good today, rained once in awhile, but otherwise for the better

part of the day, it did not rain. Had snow yesterday. Sure is muddy around here, in fact

Hubh, it sure would help if | could speak a little of your dutch. About the only words |
know is what pop used to say around the house, once in aiwlilleer words | cant say

a word,
breakfast,

except
think it
going to come up | would have had you talk Dutch around the house all the timé&. Huh

Aishut

your
was

mout ho,
ARSupen

Achurcho
Brayo,

Hows the kids coing along. Lets hope O.K. Dbget very much mail nowadays, and

am expecting one from you any day. Just got paid today for the last 2 mths so have some
am going

extra

cash hand

and

t oorit r vy

over here. | can practically count in cents what | have spent in the last 3 months.
Well there isnt much more to report from this side of the linewliutry and keep

writing whenever | get the time.

Hopeyou have a nice Thanksgiving. tEaapie@ of chicken for me to, if | dont have the

chance to have any.

Boy it sure gets cold here at nite. Gosh, my poor feet. How are pops feet holding out,
does his still get cold? Huh

Well, Im going to put a close to this for now. Say hello for me, ahdl liittle later

Love, John
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Germans out from west of the
Meuse, when it was assigned to pro-
tect the right flank of the British
Second Army.

In Holland, the division’s armor
was stretched precariously thin
over a 22-mile sector around Meijel.
On Oct. 27 the Nazis aimed a coun-
ter-attack squarely against the 7J.S.
sector.

The attack was launched agamst
the town of Meijel, held by 43 men
in all. Against them came rushing
200 Genman inantrymen, backed
by Tiger and Panther tank forma-
tions.

While the Americans were nocld-
ing there, the Nazis’ major of-
fensive developed to the north at
Heitsk.

When the Seveith moved away
after this engagement Lt. Gen.
Dempsey wrote to Maj. Gen. Lind-
say M. Sylvester, commander of the
division since its activation in
March 1942:

. You were heavily outnum-
bered but by holding firm as you
did, you gave me time to bring up
-necessary reserves. I appreciate
the high fighting qualities which
your division showed.”

But greater praise came from the
German radio. German forces,
Berlin said, were engaged in “very
heavy fighting with numerically
superior forces.”
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Novemberl8, 1944

Somewhere in France

Dear Mom & Pop,

Havent dropped you a line for a few days. As you will notice the caption reads France
instead of Holland. Had a little trouble with my feet and developed a slightttase

fir e nc h f dlaved chancéto ahange for quite awhile up ahead, but changed
socks and shoes as soon as we got back. But it looks like it was a little too late. So am
now sitting back in thesdosp. thawing them out. | doknow when Ill beable to go
back to the outfit, but I dm going to tr i
Because | really want to get back, jJjust ain
crew. Which you always dont find in a tank.

So send my mhto the same address.

Am inclosing a money order, | picked up a wh
out. Its for 15 bucks. Hope everything is O.K. back there. Say hello for me and best

wishes.

Love, John

November 21, 1944 NAIL

Somewhere ifrrance

Dear Momand Pop and all the rest,

Dropped you a letter a couple days ago in which | stated | was back in a hosp. with a
slight case of trenchfoot caused from having
much longer as | sure would like tetgack to the outfit.

Sure is a difference way back here in the weather than it is up there in Holland and also
Germany. Why the sun is even shining now, back here. Hardly ever saw it shine up
there.

Well, am going to close till a little later. Hopeegy thing is O.K. Say hello to the
Boeremas for me.

Love, John

November 22, 1944

Post card in Dutch for a AMerry Christmas an
It was postmarked 23 Nov 44 by APO Postal Service, and received on 26 Dec.44.

Best Wi shes, t dappened tofpiekdhede apnqdite awhile back, some

little town.

Love, John

(John does not give his location, Ihgtis in Paris, Franceyaiting for transport to the

94" General Hspital inBristol, England TF)

November 24, 1944 \AIL

Dear Mom &Pop ad all the rest

Well, hows every little thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Hope you had a nice
thanksgiving. Hows the weather back there? imagine6s t ur ni ntgg. a | i ttl e
Have you hadrmay snow yet. Huh, if you havers probably orts way now. Am still
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back here in this hospital, way back, with t
better than the day | | eft for the fAmedico.
This will kind of fAscrewodo up magaimsaonlbutagai n.

of couse | domn know when, and if its possible.
Will close till a little later.
Love, John

November 29, 1944 \IAIL

England

Dear Mothe& Dad and the rest

Am dropping you a short Imto let youknow that everything so far is pretty good. Got

shipped back t&ngland, to some hospital. But the feet feel a lot b#ttdrthey did 2
weeksago. Dan know when or i f 1611 ever get back
to the same outfit.

There ismmuch else to say. Had Thanksgiving in a Hospital insPar

Well will close till the next opportunity. Say hello to everyone for me.

Love, John

December 11, 1944-WIAIL

US ARMY HOSPITAL

PLANT 4134

APO 508 NY, NY

Dear Mother and Dad and the rest,

Well, hows everything going back there? O.K. Thats good. sHeishing you a very
Merry Christmas. Today the Chapiias around (Ptpand | took confession. | had
always been thinking of taking it, but quite a bitloé time up front we always ditin
have a chance to go to church and when we did have a chamndedfh But today |
had a talk with him and took it.

Hows the fAikidso coming along down there? O.K
feeling pretty good.

Well, will close till a little later. Say hello for me.

Till later, Love, John

December 131944 \AMAIL

DET.of PAT.

US ARMY HOSP. PLANT 4134

APO 508 NY, NY

Dear Mom and Dad and the rest,

We | | its about time | dropped you a | ine. V
write. But now, way back here [ still cant write as | dhimik of anything to write.

Am still laying aroundvith themfeet of mine. Can hobble around on my heels a little,

but cantputany pressure forward of the heel as it causes quite a bit of pain. Have to keep
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the Adogso out si dee.ddstheoehavbthem olkTady are ald | the t
in a warm room.

Ran into a kid from G.R. The first one since we shipped early in July, in a hosp. back

aways. Another Hollander from up on Leonard St. W. by the name of Gerald Haadsma.

He has a case of the same stiife went to # Reformed Church, use to hang around

with Jr. Tietsma. Hedés only 2 beds from me,
Love, John

(I cdled a Mr.Art Haadsma in Grand Rapids, MVlh o t ur ned oslwtothar,.o be Ge.!
Gerald died in 199%he wasinthelh ant ry in Bel gi um fwhoetndo he suf
and remained hospitalized until the end of the wé#g.became a missionary to Africa

and spent most of his adult life thetd.e r man #AJr 06 Ti et sma became a

not serve in thenilitary. TF)

WalterDecker F2"% Class

USSLST123Canding Ship Tank, LST12306s area of of
Asiatic-Pacific Theater, Guanand thePhilippines. TF)

FPO San Francisc@alif.

Dec. 18, 1944

South Pacific

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Hazenberg:

Jug a few words tonight before | hit the sack.

When | do get a chance to write | have so0 ma
long letters to anyone. However, | want you to know how much | appreciate your

remembering me at Christmas time. | wanthank you very much for the box that you

sent me. The food was very good but the candy was a little soft however it tasted real

good. Oh yes Mr Hazenberg | want to thank you very much for that John Elbrink special

and 10m going"ofo Dsersak e Yiotu tdloen 625 have t o wor |
sick on it because | 6m pretty use to smoking
A few days ago | received a nice letter from John and in it he stated he was in Holland. |

was quite siprised to hear it and | was iag John woud getto stay in England for

awhile. Of course its not our way but therds way and H&nows what is best for us.

We must take it to the Lord in prayer and He will be near us in whatever ways we must
travel. That certainly is a great comfort,
Ri g ht nnkwg far @ater tentler and | like the work. It has to do with the fuel &

water aboard s hoitph.er Itéhna nf etehlaitn gl fciannebt say m
of censorship. About a week ago | saw Gord Van Oostenberg and suraibadiait

with him. It sure seemed good to see somebody from back home.

We | | folks | think 161/ close for now becaus
more to write.

May this be a blessed Christmas season for you all.

Sincerely, Walt Decker

P.S. And again | say Thanks Loads.
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December 211944 V--8 MAIL (This typeofo V--0 Mailo / Vi c t ¢dotydot boa i |

US Army Hosp Plant 4134 dash, was not a microfilm letter. TF)

APO 508, NY, NY

England

Dear Mom and Dad and the rest

Well its about time | dropped you a | ine. We

the line. So its kinda hard to write anything that would be interesting.
Hows every thing going back there? Lets hope O.K. How are Gert & Chuck and the kids
coming abng. | suppose they are all ready for Christmas. Hows the new little one

coming al ong. |l suppose it is kinda cold up
Well, will put a close to this letter till a little later.
Love, John

December 25, 1944-WIAI L

US Army Hosp Plant 4134

APO 508

England

Dear Mom, Dd, Gert, Chuck, and the rest,

l'ts about ti me Il hadetoalmpitd dontwriteuwweramuch. Well there 1 6
i sndt muc hmthisendrofahe bar Todal was Christmas, reallycha swell

di nner . My fideenetd b spdto paru Bhey ar always cold, especially the
toes, and have some pamthem.

Hows every thing going back there. Did you have a good time Christmdsitd-B

times now that | havereen home for Rristmas. Time sure does fly. Well, will close
this for now. Say hello for me.

Love, John

(John was sent tine 828th Convalescent Centeloniton, England54 miles from the
94" Hospital in Bristol,153 miles S.W of London. From now to the end dflarch,
Johndéds address is the same, so | wondt repea

December 28, 1944

Co. NAEO

4158 USArmy Hosp. Plant

APO 511, NY, NY

England

Dear Motherard Dad

Well, its about time | dropped you another line. As you will notice | have another new
address. To tell you the truth, | doubt if | ever get any of the mail that was sent me. Huh,
will just have to wait and see.

Well, hows every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. | got a package from Barb and
Ralph back in the other hospital andoatgne from Timmers out by Add dort know

how they caughtip with me. They had ngid replacement address on them and they did
not go to the company, but came to the hosp.
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We | | there I snbét much to reporta from this en
rehabilitation place. | ddrknow what they are going @i in our case. As | dothink

my feet are in any cwlition for any thing and | darknow if they ever will be the same

again. Thg are always cold and have pain in them yet. Swell up quite a bi

Well, 1 dm going to close thisd not much to w
Love, Johie

(For the next 6 saesaentidAIL. T&E) | Johnds |l etter
December 31, 1944

England

DearMom & Dad,

Well, abouttime | diopped you a line. Wle here] 6 ve ran into several p
Oh yes, tell Gert and Chuck 1611 bet they ca

the Red Cross register and lookad up. Well, it was Al Terburgj Ann Hertels

husband. He sure looks good. | met him atymuse one night around Thanksgiving of

043 when | was home on furl ough. Remember .
Well lets hope every thing is O.K. back there. My feet are so so. Still get some pains in

them and they swell up so often.

Well, will close till a little later.

Love, Jdn

1945

January 6, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

About time | dropped you a line. Nothing much to report from this end of the line.
Weather is usually kind of chilly and foggy. Once in a while the sun shines. Havent had
any mail sincd left the outfit, but expect to get some any day.

Asfarasthdid o gs 0 ar e c otseer to heaup tp pat Viete Wheydweh up at
times and have pain in them.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hop
Well will close till later.
Love, John

January 9, 1945

England

Dear Mom and Dad and the rest,

About time | dropped you a line again. Nothing much to report from this end of the line.

At least nothing of much importance. The weather here is usually,dhili no snow.

At |l east not yet. mad, thewr gtill gegesmetsdme trodbdeo g s 0 ar e
Down here we take certain exercises to aid in getting circulbok in them Although
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they don know any too much about the stuff, it can paréycedited to improper

circulation. So will just have to wait and see how they come along.

Hows every thing going back there. | expect to get some mail any day now. Havent had

any since | left thé (the next two words were blacken out by the Army cerBBj in

November.

Well , say hello and I 6l1 write again soon.
Love, John

January 11, 1945

England

Dear Mom and Dad,

Please hold on to these clippings for me.

John

(FromWawe ek newspaper is a full page article de
TheyTmk Met zo, compl et eThevdrticldhspgaksofthds and maps.
ArmdDiv putting another bridgehead across the Moselle River at Arnaville under hea

enemy attack on 10 Septemb#shn wroten the nargin fjoined them just before this

This,huhwas my fAbaptosmo of combat.

Anotherclipping, dated 9 Jan 1945, from Tisars and Stripes is titleflU.S. Units in

Ardennes Bulge Identified @ hereare photos of the American generals directing units

north of the German salient in Belgium. Thedetigoes on to say théthe 7" Armored

Division fought against overwhelming odds, and helped prevent German attempts to

swing north from their initial breakthrough. Th8 Zrmored, for example, is credited

with holding St. Vith for three days longeratinexpected, thereby contributing materially

to the eventual stopping of thewsdero f f ensi ve. 0 Due to John bei
England he missed seeing actionthe Battle of the Bulge, although the resCai. B

was heavily involvedTF)

Januaryl3, 1945

England

Dear Mom and Pop,

Well thought | would drop you a line. Nothing much to say from this end of the line.
How is every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Kinda cold back there | imagine. |
suppose the kids (Gert & Chucks) are reghgwing up, aint they.

Havent had any mail since | | eft lligéte out fi't
some. Lets hope so So as far as mai l goes, Il 6m ki nda
Oh yes before | forget. Happy bver.t hday @A mon
Well, will put a close to this, till a little later.

Say hell o for me, and 16l try and write mor
Love, John
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January 19, 1945

England
Dear Mom & Dad,
Am enclosing a AStars and Stripes. o Pl ease

regular letter to you soon.
Hope every thing is O.K. back there and say hello.
Till a little later-

Love, John
(Stars and Stripes, dated 23 Novenmb@14. The articleisentitlddi4 0 Yanks Hel d ar
Saved an Ar myo. | t descrlandadthetatiagksiheart t | es ar

the town of Meijel in late October, 1948ee page 64.F)

January 21, 1945

England

Dear Mom and Dad and the rest,
Well, hows every little thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Not much to report from

this end of the line. &lvent had any mail for well over 2 mths now. Same way as it was

in replacement pool s. So you can see, this
How is the kids coming along. O.K.ttat go o d . Il i magine one of t|
i h eadi apdo the &rantkagain. One hell of a place to be, but if you got to go back,

you just gotta go back, huh. Sure hope | can get backtd'the7mdd and t he s ame
crew, that is if its still there, considering that German breakthrough.

Well, will close till a little later. Oh yes, mom, happy birthday and many wishes.

Till a little later :
Love, John

P.S. Please save all these for me.

(enclogdare two US propaganda fledirected at German
sol di ers. One is a nASafe C
Eisenhaver, guaranteeing the bearer protection under the rul
of The Geneva Convention. :
The other flier tells the German soldier that his homeland an |
family are at risk of being destroyed, so surrender now. } |
These two flgrs are in German, but John includedEmglish E
translations. (8| -SAFE CONDUCT

A third enclosure is dated 10 Janfd@m the Stars and Step o The German s vk i s e oot

~ . . ‘\,‘l\fq lo.uining 1t"as s sign of bis geaslae, wish to
and says iR o Silvestr Tank Geaerat, Dembtec

ReturnedTFt o U. S. o

January 24, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

Well, its about time | dropgd you a line. As usual, there tsmuch to report from this

end of the line. There was about 3 or 4 inches of snow on the ground the last couple
days, but its slowly going away, as the sun is out now. A fella just came around with a
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Acornyo jpakd. ofWhaeate body is the #fy
got shot and bull et was in her fiye
Hows the young kids coming alon@.K. Lets hope so.

Well, will close till a little later.

Love, John

January 29, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad

Well, what do you think, I finally got some mail. Of course it was all back dated from

last November. One from Ed & Alice, Betty, Jake (next door), Donna Evertse, and you.
Sure was glad to get some as it was 2 %2 mths ago that | dastlomes. Hope that they

keep acoming.

How is every little thing back there. Lets hope O.K. | suppose the kids are really growing
up. Have really been having some snow here lately. Kinda reminds a fella of back there.
| suppose you have been havimgne also.

Say hello for me. | i magine one of these da
Well will close till a little later.
Love, John

January 31, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

Well, how is every thing going back there. Lets hope Q.8upposéts kinda cold back
there, ismit.

There ishmuch to report fronthis end of the line. Just dathink of a thing to write.
Had a letter from Timmers at Ada today and cards from the DeckeZeafsland
Evertse. Am going to drop them adias soon as possible.

Well till a little later.

Love, John

February 4, 1945

England

Dear Mom& Dad, Gert & Chuck & the rest,

Am in a letter writing mood Something new, huhspecially for me.

Was on K.P. today and just got off a little while ago. dg@atn and am now tryintp

write. Huh, its my birthday $day-Gosh, how time does flyJohn will be 23 years old.

TF) How are the young kids coming al ong. G
Il s ACoral 06 just as c hshegwingasinstedd ef sidelvayaa y s wa s .
Dont get much mail. But maybe some day my ship will come in. | hope soon as | sure

could stand to read some letters.

Well, will close till a little later. Say hello for me and till later.

Love, John
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February 9, 198

England

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

Well, received about 30 letters and was sure glad to get them. There was about 10 of

yours, also Gert & Chucks and some from Betty.

Well, how is every thing going bachk there.
from this end of the line. The weather, as it always is in England, is very damp and

usually raining.

The Russians really seem to be going to town lately. Sure glad to hear that. Got a letter
from the ALIithoo with a present in it.

Well will havetol® c¢cl osing in a short ti me. How ar e
really growing up. Well, say hello and till later

Love, Johnnie

February 11, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Pop and all the rest,

Well, hows every thing going back there. Lets hope GHKve been receiving some

mai | now and then. Sure feels good to get
maybe they will keep acoming in.

As far as the weather is concerned, well its pretty lousy as it usually is at this time of the

year in England.

Hows Gert and Chuck & the kids O.K. Lets hope. Say hello for me and till a little later

Love, John

February 12, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Pop and all the rest

Well how is every little thing going back there. | suppose you have every thing right on
the ll. Had a letter from Betty yesterday. They seem to be coming in quite regular
lately. But no one knows how long that will last.

Things seem to be going pretty will on this end of the line. How is the weather back
there. | suppose the snow is goingag and | imagine spring will be coming along in a
little while. How are Gert & Chuck and tliek i d s © ¢ o mi n gs gadd.oWed . 0.
will close till a little later.

Love, Johnnie

February 14, 1945
England
Dear Mom & Popand all the rest,
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Recieved detter of you this morning. A \Mail dated Jan. 29. Thanks a lot. Seems that
your mai l i's coming in pretty regular now,
Well how is every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Today so far has been a pretty
nice day. Sumut now and then.

So the Akidso are going to school. Littl e 0
she. Wéll, will close till later.

Love, John

February 16, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and the rest,

Well its about time | dropped you adin Received a package from Betty today. Sure

could use every thing she had in it. Stationary, cigarettes and candy. Very nice of her.

Hows every thing back there. Got Gerts & Chucks letters the other day with the picture

in it. Sure is cute. Do youib get the checks regularly?

Well, hoping every thing is O.K. till later, say hello,

Love, Johnnie

February 18, 1945

England

Dear Mom and Dad ahGert & Chuck and all the rest,

Its about time | dropped you a line. Received yotMadl of Jan 29 yestelay and that

Dennis Church paper today. Sure was gl ad to
|l etters, but 161l try and i mprove and write
Got the pictures of the fAkidsd the other day
Bet t yé6s box the other day. Sure appreciate t
Pretty nice day out today. Warm and once in awhile the sun breakes out. Hoping every

thing is O.K. back there as it is here.

Till a little later-

Love, John

Felruary 23, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest,

Well, how is every thing going down that way

to report from this end of the line. Things seem to be going pretty good. Am on guard
tonite, it looked like rai about supper time, but has cleared upt kmks like it wont be
such &ad nite after all.

Had a couple back dated letters today. From Donna Evertse and also another kid.
Otherwise havent received much mail the last week or so. Got 4 pks. yesteda¥
Chucks, Jake and Amelias and Ed & Alice.

Well, till a little later. Say hello for me.

Love, John
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February 26, 1945

England
Dear Mom and Pop,
Here it is Sunday nite. So thought 16d bett

How is every thing going back there. &étope O.K. Took a walk this afternoon. The
weather was kinda cold and cloudy out.

Hows the Akidso coming al ong. |l suppose the
Amomo, am wishing you a Happy Birthday. [
late than never.

Get mail now and then, not too much lately. But enough to keep me going.

Well, will close for now, hoping every thing is O.K.

Love, John

February 281945

England

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

Just a short line, to let you knowegything is going pretty good and hoping it is going

the same way back there.

There isnt much to report from this end of the line. The weather has been so so.

Hows the fikidso coming along. OK Il ets hope.

Love, John

March 1,1945

England

Dear Mom & Pop and all the rest,

About tdroppedybuwadetter. Yesterday received your letter of Jan 10 and
Feb.D and today your \Mail of Fell4 and letter of Feb 21, also got the knife you sent a
long time ago. Thanks for everytlin Will get a letter off tomorrow if | can.

Hows every thing going? Lets hope just fine. Sorry to hear about Ralph. How did

Chuck come out. Lets hope hebds stildl home.
Well, will close, till a little later probably tomorrow. Happy Birthday, mom.
Love, John

March 4, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest

Its about time | dropped you a line. Hows every thing going. Lets hope just fine. Well
there isnét much to report from this end of
lately.

Hows Gert & Chuck and the kids coming along. Can Gert sit down a little more often
now. Lets hope saVell, will close till a little later. Say hello for me, till later. Mail has
been coming pretty good

.Love, Johre

(Johnodés si st er tairs@mibroke hef taillbdne. dB)wn t he s
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(The foll owing letter was written by Johnos

to Johnds correct address in the hospital
It was received back in Grand Rapids, &l May 24, 1945TF)

March 5, 1945

My Dear John

| guess | better sit right down this Monday night, to get your letter started so that | can
give you a little more news on regular writing paper than on a V mail sheet, they are very
nice if you have to wte in a lurry to get it off for in a short time | have it full and ready,

but | cant get very much news on them and I think you enjoy them more if they are a little
longer, and a little mernews of home. Wellig boy was very glad with the letter we got
today to hear that your things are arriving at last, which we all got readgudory

Christmas, letters and boxes, be sure and let me know John when you receive ours, surely
| am vey thankfull that you areeceivingthem now, and hope that you and sdnend

or friendsmay eioy them let meknow some of the things which are very good and

tasty. This is only Monday yet, but | have been to Gertrude all day to stay with little
Gertrude and Chucky. They were over yesterday, Sunday noon, while Bedt Eorah

were to Sunday school, and wanted to know if | could and would come over for the day,
as they would like to gto Holland for the day together to make a little trip and a little
change, | thought they were going to Chicago, but it was Hollandhagdenjoyed the

day very much together, they went to Holland for their dinner, and enjoyed the cottage
and went hiking some, you know the cottage is very nice and handy you knovatkey h

the little back bBed on the back porch as their toiledm, and hae gas and electric

lights, they all enjoy it out there, they were even there last September for a while, with
the little baby Gertrude. Charley was saying it was not dirty in thegeoftast mostly

dust. He and Rucky cane after me this morning abo&t/ 30 o6cl ock, and
little after 5 tonight, so | got home nice in time agdpa get home until 7:15, and it was

I
n

he

a very nice sunshiney spring day, until abou

rain a little.The snow and ice is $tt about gone, have had a real thaw and nice weather

for three days now. Yesterday Sunday was a nice sunshiney but real cold in the morning.
The paper tonight says out west they are having a real cold spell way below zero in
places, well we can look favinter this month yet. Pa says the spring out there is about a
month earlier than it is here. Pa and | went to Herman and Gretty and daughter yesterday
Sunday afternoon awhile visit and bring a present for the baby, and Aunt Deane had

left her preseniere for us tdake along for them, and the baby was just fine, a real cute
smart looking little girl, her name is Susan after the Grandma, there is only about two
weeks difference between Susan and our little Gertrude. Bertie and Coral both go to
schoolin the morningand they went home with their cousime] from school this noon,
andhad dinner to Aint Minnies house, and this afternoon they stayedtber Mrs.

Dekker stopped in last Thursday night a littleile, and brought me a nice birthdaydar
youknowNel i es Fat hers birthday was the first
the same, she is the age of Chuckiad five nice birthday cards, one a little letter of

Carrie, she is getting a little stronger, so she can do a little waking now, and | guess

she is enjoying it more now, as she and a friend live in a little home together, she says
they have some chickens, and enough eggs for what they need, and some to sell, that
covers the cost of feed, and they keep a dog, | sugpose little dog for company, and

she most always feels real well. | got a postal of Hattie for my birthday too, and makes
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me think to tell you, that Harold sent us a whole crate of Grapefruit, oranges and
tangerines which we got a week ago Friday, sedsasupposed to be a bushel | guess.

Well they are just fine tasting wishing you could be here to help us eat them, do you get
fruit over there John, something we very seldom can get, and that is bananas, | never see
them in the stores, if they have theéhey keep them out of sight. Well Gertrude took

some of the fruit along and | guess | will take a few to.Ndes\Vos next door, but we

each have an orange every day, and eat one grapefruit at night which always tastes very
good, they all have a very niflavor. Well big boy we are getting your checks regular

the first part of each month, and am getting good bonds for them thgpung that

some day you may enjoy them in a good way.
said Wilbur had gone acrosmd arrived somewhere in France, will get his address and
send it to you next time. We hope and pray that this terrible war may cease, and that you
may all be home again before long, the Lord willing. Well son cant think of much more
news, hoping you mangceive it in good health and strength, both in body and in spirit,

and of good courage, trusting in the Lord to keep you in His care, and guide you and
direct your ways. Till later with much love to you from us all, Mother, Father and all.

March 11 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest,
About time | am dropping you a line. Tomorrow am getting a seven day delay enroute
before heading for the Areinforcemento depot
places.

Received 2 packages today. u¥s and Gerts and Chucks. Thanks a lot, dont worry we

put them to good use. They were gone just like that.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Thanks for the pk Gert & Chuck

and kids. Received the knife the other day.
Well will close till a little later.

Love, John

March 15, 1945

England

Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest,
Well, hows everything going back there, lets hope just fi
Am on this seven day delay enroute and am spending it
London. As far as housing is concerned, am waliup
down here at a Red Cross place. Received your packag
and also Gerts & Chucks the daeftl Thanks loads.
Every now and then at nite themazz bombs fall. One just
gott hr ough. Didnét sound
Well, will put a close to this fonow and write a little later.
Love, Johre

away.

(John had this photo taken while in London. TF)
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March 29, 1945

Belgium

Co. B 40" Tank BN

APO 257, NY, NY

Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest,

Well, hows every thing going back there? Lets hope O.K. Have begbugrthe last

weekortwoandso as you wi || notice, havendt been
back to the outfit very soon. So am using the old address. So write to that from now on.
There isnb6t very much to fedmpmoelfaschnrbem t hi s

expected and hopesithe same back there.

HowsGert and Chuck and [bétehatkey atesrealtygnowing,g a l
arendét they!

Gosh, but its knda hard to think of anything to write about.

Page 2:

Belgium.

2 Apbil 064

Expect to get back to the outfit very shortly. Am inclosing some pictures taken in
London and also a 40 buck money order.

Till later, love, John

April 3, 1945V-MAIL

Germany

Co. B, 40" Tank BN

APO 257, NY, NY

Dear Mom & Pop and all the rest,

Well,i t 6s about time | dropped Yybew dstfinelne.
hope. Righhow am billeted in a house &n(the next severalords were blacked out

by the Amy censorTF).. huh, but expect to get back to the outfit soon.

Sent you detter with a money order for 40 bucks from the [@ate and also a picture in

it.

Well, will close till later.

Love, Johnie

(The following V-Mail letter was writterby J o h mdiher on Apil 4, 1945. It was sent

t o J lobpitabasldress in Englarahd finally returned to Grand Rapids b& June
1945, mar ked Areturn)to writer for better

4-4-1945

My Dear JohrHave not heard from you for over two weeks, but am looking for a letter
any time. | suppose you will be having some other addaessstfat you were on your
seven day awoute pass, surely hopingyae well, and enjoying some of the scenery of
the countries way of therbut am hoping and longing that you may be seeing your
homeland and cities again before long. This is Wednesday, aind | was to Aunt

Magagie for the day, and we had a nice visit together, | had not been there for a long time,

and | was to Gertrude all day yesterday to help along a little. We are all real well at

8C
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present, the little nieces and nephews too. Domyeet any of your old friends lately at
all? Well my boy I guess | feel like you sometimes, | cant think of much news, but of
you, hoping that you are well and of good courage, trusting in our Lord to pratect

care for us all, to guide and direct ourysaso that we may live to Hionorand praise

with a thankfull heart, live in hopes my boy, and let the good spirit dwell in you, hoping
you mayreceive it, and enjoy it, hoping to see each other before long, if it can be, the
Lord willing. With much bve to youMother, Father, and us all. mother

April 11, 1945

Germany

This letter is VMail and is a preorinted birthday greeting. John blacked out the word
60Birtho so that it reads:

On Mot hero6s Day

Everythingds Just Swel !

Altho 1 6m four away from

Remember that each day
| think of you and love you
In the same old grateful way

And, Mot her, please donét worry

For I think this life is swellB.S. (B.Swas Johno6s Tpher sonal note
|l 6m feeling fine and everything

Is going mighty well!

Love, Jomie

April 17, 1945V-MAIL

Germany

Dear Mom & Pop and all the rest,

Hows every thing back there. Lets hope O.K. | suppose the kids are really growing, aint

they. Well, moved from the last place on the Rhine and am now at a point further in

Germany. Exgpct to join the outfit from this place.

This is very beautiful county of course most of the cities are really beat up.

Well, there isndt much more to report from t
Love, Johie

April 18, 1945V-MAIL

Germany

Dea Mom and Pop,

Well, hows every thing going back there! Lets hope O.K. Every thing seems to be going
pretty well lately. The weather is pretty nice. Expect to bet back to the outfit any day
now. Sure is beautiful country around here. Neverzedlitwas this beautiful. Ddn

write very much these days, but will try to improve it in the future.

Havendét had any mai l for quite awhil e, but t
Well, will close till a little later, say hello for me.
Love, Johre
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April 23, 1945V-MAIL

Gemany

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

Its about time | dropped you a line to let you know every thing is O.K. so far. Got back

to this Co. a couple days ago. Ot her wi se th
day. Even hailed a little.

HowsGet and Chuck and the fikidso coming along.
up.

We | | loll try and write a |ittle |l onger | ett
Love, Johie

April 24, 1945V-MAIL

Germany

Dear Mom and Dad,

Well, Lets hge every thing is going fine at that end of the line. Things seem to be going

O.K. out here. | ought to start getting some mail very soon. Lets hope so.

Hows Gert and Chuck and the fAkidso coming al
| suppose its getting me warm there every day, and will soon be summer.

Well, till a little later.

Love, Johie

Germany Surrendered on 5 May 1945, ending the war in Europe!!!

The remainder of Johndés | et-MAEIL.s are written
According to the After ActitRe p o r t sCompany B spént-20 May 1945 near

Gravesmuhlen, in northern Germany. Their time was spent collebtngands of

German Prisoners of War, and operating a PW camp thiée British took over the

camp duties, and thé"ArmdDiv movedto central Germany in late May, 1945. From

here on, censorship of letters home is not as strict. TF

A

'FROM THE BEACHES
TO THE BALTIC
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4 |1 0ox5 |
64 pages

82



May 11, 1945
Germany
Dear Mom & Dad and all the rest,

Well, hows every thing going back there. Have been receiving you
And sure am glad to hear from
thisend of the line.

r letters regularly.
you

more letters off mimum. Am up here in northern Germany. On the edge of a fairly
large city. Have a cqle tank crews pulling guard on a road block. Very nice country

around here. Acrossthestraether e6s a | ake.
but its a little to cold yet. A billeted here in a house.

know what happesfrom here on in. The weather has been swell, p

C awmmming

Its a good deal of course don

racticly no ran, a

the sun ha been oualmost every day sall in all, its pretty nice weather. Hows Gert
and Chuck and the kids coming along. Jus fitbope. Say hello to them for me, also to
all the others. Usually always receive a letter from you and Betty every week also have

had sore from dhers. Had one from Si Wildemoand the Kuipers. Gl
them.(This is the last time John mentions the girl named Betty. TF)
Hows things going back there
thing with Japanwe | d get over, eowkgry
do a k- umd going to try to get a couple letters tifs afternoon if
Ifindtheanb i t i on to do it Oor |
mood.
Whats the weather like back there. | suppgbsewarning up a
little or at least it should be. Cant think of much more to write,
so will put a close to this till lateL.ove Johnie

Article from Grand Rapids Press

In

May 17, 1945
Germany

Dear Mom and Dad and all ¢trest,

Its about time | dropped you a line again. Am here, laying arou
in a small German villaggMaybeTessin east of RostockTF) in

N. Germany. Most of the people around here are German civilig
refugges from different parts of this country. $flof them getting
out of the Russians way. L‘
The weather around here has been very nice. In other words, §
nothing bitch on that count. The sun is always out and very war
but cool at nite. Usual ly (
atnite. Sothdays are very |l ong. D
happen from here on in.

sE

-

s i

ad to hear from

nce t

@a house

*~Iming

N!NE months of action, from
Auzu:t. 1944 to May, 1945 the

/{ Tth armored (Lucky Tth) division |

used up more
than 3,000,000
gallons of gas—
an average of
well over 10,000
gallons a day.

Al ran out of gas.
: =3 Inits first 21
days in Europe,
the Lucky Tth covered 620 miles,
passing through Reims, Melun and
Chateau Thierry on the way. -
In its rampaging race through
the continent, the Tth traveled
nearly 2,000 miles and served un-
der four armies and eight corps.
After being refueled at Ver-
dun, where it had run out ot gas,
the 7th headed for Metz, slugging

away at that Nazi bastion alongi

with doughs of the 5th infantry.
Then the division was transferred
to Holland, under the British 2nd
a

Y.

After the Battle of the Bulge, the
Lucky Tth was given a brief rest,
and came back to the front late in
March. Breaking out into Ger-
many after crossing the Rhine at
Remagen, the division roamed un-
checked in enemy territory, ulti-
mately being assigned the tar of
reducing the Ruhr pocket.

The Germans tried to make the
job as tough as they could, but the
Lucky 7th could not be denied.

On April 16 it forced the surrender |-

of an entire Panzer col

From the Ruhr, the 7th went on
the move again, and this time it
made a specialty of collecting pris-
oners. By the war’s end, its total

May 24, 1945

| And at that, it|

bag of captured Nazis totaled 113,-
042,

every
| know | ddrwrite very much, but will try to improve drget a few

fi

he

_FIGBTING D!VISIONS
ortage of Gas ,
Hlts Lucky 7th

® = =8

we e k

shing

-

t dar k
what s

Well, this is quite a while since | started writing this letter. Have been moving around so

much lately. Am now located in central Germany. Tonite it is raini

ing, and v

miserable out. Am in a small town, south west of Berlin, down towaeigzig. Hows
every thing going back there. LétspeO.K. Havent been doing much writing lately.
So will have to start to get busy soon. Mostly always have good accommoddtienes
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ever we go. Take over some house. At present have a very nice place. Electricity,
water, etc. So cant bitch on that part of it.

Well, will close this for now, but will try and write more later.

Say hello for me, and until a little latkve, Jdn

June 4, 1945 (\Wail)

Germany

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

Its been a long time since | last dropped you a line. Will try to write a little more often in
the future. Hows every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Receive you letters all
the time. Thanks at. Went to church today. Dbalways get a chance to go very

much. Am located in a little town here north of Leipzig, by the naht&radbzig. Having
excellent veather and altogether theretisoo nuch to bitch about. Well, say helland

till a little laterLove, John

June 16, 1945

Germany

Dear Mom and Dad and the rest,

Realize its about time | wasapping you a line. Ddrwrite much now days. Just aint in
any mood. Or in otherwords just cant think of any thing to wiitet muchdoing

around here so havegot much to write aboutThings seem to be going O.K. as far as |
can see. The weather lately has been dugtgient rains and very chilly out. Sure wish
that it would warm up a little. Pull guard most of the time adbkiere and when we
arendét doi ng t hat ngteleedor usdoldov hassealthenticd, s o met hi
athletic or something of the like.

Hows every little thing going back there. Lets hope its going just fine. Had a letter from

Gert awhile back agosh, haven even answered it yet, but 10l
hope. | suppose the kids are really growing
Hows the weather back there. | suppose it is real nice out there.

Well, tomorrow is Sunday, butldon hi nk | 61 | be abobmorrowo get t o
Amonguardsoitdan | ook I i ke I 611 be able to make it
Well, its pretty | ate now and | should be hi

tomorrow if every thing turns out O.K. So till then.o@l night.

Well, this is a couple days later. Have been fairly busy, ditt diet so extra much time
to write and as you already know, | have to be in a writing mood before | can do any
letter writing. Havent been gettjrany mail for quite awhile. &8 that can be expected.
You have to give to receive.

Well, the weather has been real nice around. Reallyhgétt times. Today was a
Abeauti f ul dayo, or as t hewWelwreadlyicanttaellay it i n
whats going to happen from haye in. They been shipping a few guys out of the Co.
every now and then to different places. So will just have to wait and let time tell.
Well, hows every little thing going back there. Lets hope right on the ball. Hows the
weather, | imagine real warm
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Hows Gert and Chuck and all the kids coming along. Be sure and say hello to them for
me. Its about time | was dropping them a line.
Well, will put a close to this for now, and until a little later. Till then, love, #®hn

Postmarked July 13, 1945

No date on the letter

Dear Mom and Pop and the rest,

Time | was dropping you a line.h€ div. has rade another move, out of @zig, which

was Russian occupation territory and am now located in a small town by the name of
Schwineberg which is justsouttwe st of Wur zbur g. l snét much ¢
pretty well settled, am living in a schoolhoug@he following portion of the letter was
crossed out by John, bluhave included it in here. T€) but dorn expect to stay here

long, as they are digying the divisions. Putting new fellas in and transferring the old
ones out. A group of us are leavingsthi we e k and | 6 mtkaomaoha t hem.
div. we well go to but most likely some occupation div. Not sure, but it might be'the 7
Armd. Div. But no one knows and no one knows what happens to usvafiget there.

So will jug have to wait and see. So domail me any more letters to this address. | will
give you my new address as soon as | ge(Tthis is where John stopped crossing out
what he had written.TF)

| mailed about three packages home awhile batkne know if you ever get themhlso
mailed a German Rifle home in a wooden box. When you get it open the box and oil up
all the metaparts of it and be sure and ddmose any pas. Use car oil or any good oil

that will prevent rust, especially in the bore or barrel of the gun. Have a pistol, but cant
ship tha home as its not allowed. Dioimy to assemble the rile, as | dont want it busted.
And let me know if it got to you igood condition. O.K., thank you.

Hows every thing going back there. Let 6s ho
minutes so will have to cdinue this letter tomorrow. Sdl tomorrow morning, when
Il 611l finish this |l etter. Sweet dreams, huh.

Just scratched the forwaymrt of this letter out, as obeing transferred wasanceledor

awhile. So am just as much in the dark as | ever was. So just keep amailing to this

address O.K. Understand.

Well an on guard again tonight. Tlsadbout all walo around here is pull guard. The

eats are fair. But there isndét much to do a
does get cold and rainy at times.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. | suppose the kids are really growing
upare®@t t hey. Well say hell o to everyone

for me. }
Othemvise there ishmuch to report from
this end of the line. So will close for now gt §
hoping every thing is O.K. and until a littlg , B -
later. Love, Johe ,; 1

.

(John took this photo of Mannheim,
Germany)
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July 23,1945

SchwienbergGermany €orrect spelling is Schweinberg. TF)

Dear Momand Pop,

Received one of your lettersd@y and thanks loads. As | daget much mail. So it

really comes in handy. Glad to know that every thing is going O.K. back there, @&d ho
it continues that way.

Well, am still at this same place and thisrg much doing. Same things as usual. Guard
duty, work on the tanks and well thats about all. Am having fine weather around here.

The meals are fair. Have our sleeping quartetsine s chool house. 't i sn
setup,but it could be improved. Dorxpect to stay here much longer. They are shiftin

the fellas around and youdon k now what youdl end up at. Bu
But am going to hold up on it it is official and have é&en transferred. Oh well, whiat

will probably be is an Amphibious Tractor BN Of course no one is su
latest poop.

Here it is a couple days later and will try and finish up.
My new address is: Co. B #Gmphibian Tractor BN
c/oP.M. N.Y., N.Y.
So send my mail to that address. We leave Sunday for Betgibegin training on it.
Its a water job. Bringing in troops and supplies and as far as we know, it is a unit which
will end up in the Pacific eventuallyWetherasa combat unit or just a supplyit, | do
not knav. Hoping the latter, but ibbks more like the former. Dboknow when wewill
getback o t he states. Will give more fipoop0d o0on
Well, will closefor now and hoping every thing is O.K. Say hello and till a little {ater
love, Johnie

(The 48" Tank BN was reorganized to @@mphTractor BN, trainindor an invasion of
Japan. The atom bomb and Japandés d$urrender

Schweinberg, Germany

Johno,82t ank John is standing on the right
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August 5, 1945

CO. B, 48" Amphibian Tractor BN

17" ARMD Group

APO 562, c/o PM N.Y., N.Y.

(This letter is a WMail)

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

How is everything gmg back there. | suppose every thing is right on the ball. Notice
the new address. Co. BBmphibian Tractor BN, 17Ar mé6d Group, APO 562
P.M. N.Y., N.Y.

Well, there isnt much to report from this end of the line. Am sitting on the shore ef som
canal out here. Live in tents, the food is good. Weather cold at nite, daytime pretty
warm. Say hello for me and tell a little later

Love, John

August 10, 1945

A little card was addressed to Mrs. Hazenberg and said:

Dear friend,

You are cordiallynvited to a birthday tea for my mother, Mrs. Cora Roetman, on

Thursday, August 16, at 2: o0o6clock at my hon
Bring a birthday card if you wish, but no presents, please.

Sincerely,

Louise Gingrich

This is the shoulder patch for the"48mphibian Tractor Battalion
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August 15, 1945

Holland
Dear Mom and Dad,
About time | dropped you a | ine. Well, ther

line. Has been raining all night long. So it is very miserable weather. Boy, there is so
little to write about that it is very hard for me to get a letter out.
Had a letter of you the other day and also one yesterday.
So you have been getting the stuff which | have been sending home. Did youiflg the
which | sent. Old caribwill do. Or any goodil. Oil all of it. The wooden parts too.
Or other wise use grease.
| have a couple pistols but cant send them home through the mail. Will have to carry
them on me. If | send any thing more | will let you know.
Dont know what is going to happen to siace the war is over with. Lots of rumors of
course, but you cant believe any thing until it happens.
How is every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. | suppose the kids are really
growing up.
Had the day off today. Wellwillipdtaedasetathisdfigr di dn ot
now and until a little later. Say hello.

Love, John

On August 25, 1945, John was promoted from Prikat Clasgo Corporal, earning
$79.20 oversegsay.See pp 14344,

September 1, 1945

Holland

Dear Mom and Da@nd all the rest,

Timeldroped you a short | ine to |l et you know 1| 01
much to report from this end of the. Donoét

course, lots of rumors, cant believe none of them thouginy 3&dom get any mail.
Have a letter fronyou pretty regilar, but thad about all. Had one from the Deckers the
other day. | hardly ever write. But every thing seems to be going along pretty good.
Sent a box home the other day. Let me know wherggoit.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hop
birthday, so all these Holl anders were cel eb
you know, trimmings hung all over and parades.

Donét | i ke Hol waeaattheergi médthno good, too dan

Have training here most of the time. Out on the water in these amphibious tractors and
'{/?/r;ii(gr.]ed myself in town the other night and tipped the beams at 164 stripped. Right now
have a 32 pants on, but it seems tyyAuh sometimes caget it on, and other times

\C/\(;lgtli, will close till a little later, hoping every thing is going O.K. and will continue to do
Z(;y hello and till a little later. Love, Jabn
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John saved a portion of a letter from home.

€ s o ugrein Holland well if you meet anybody by the name of Zigter or Hazenberg,

just tell them you are one, or if you meet any Van Duinen or Smits tell them your mother

was a Smiforiginal Dutch spelling is Smid. TEEnd her father was Egbert a blacksmith.

Oh yes John | forgot to say it before but Tom is a little hard of hearing and he kind of
expects to have ané. éhospital whereé
éengineering class, but Uncle Tom was saying
+ working drilling and studiing, quite @hange from what he has had. Well my boy the

new magazine, The Tie that Binds is out again, and hope you may get it before long time

as your name is in it a | oté. Greetings to yo
Say John if there is anything | can send §lmat you would like in clothes or so be sure

and let me know, stamps or paper. Mother

This snippet was from Johnds father.
How does it seem to be a Dutchman and not able to speak it? Ha Ha. If you have a
chance go to Oldekerk, Prov. Groningen and gan see th places where we were born,
but that is way up in the northern part. Hope all goels iKeep courage, be strorfgop

September 7, 1945

Holland

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

Received a letter of you today and was sure glad to hear fsamAm glad that every

thing is going well back there. Even though
Wel | , t her eepartéromihis emd ofdhie lineAm orrguard in this town down

here by camp tonightThe town by the name of Terrmenwhich is located near the

Belgium border, west and a little north of Antwerp, on one of these schelds.

The weather has been pretty fair the last couple days. But it still gets very cool at night.

Well , by the way this prtengitlaokslikegwilgbei ng on t h
guite awhile yet over here. | 6m kinda hurt.i
in the service, 14 for overseas, and 15 for
only 63 points. in&G &o wilbjust have te stitk @roundsatlittlel | hurt

longer. (85 points were needed for being sent home. TF)

Am sitting here in the police station writing, and listening to all this talk in Dutch going

on. |think they speak the Flemish version of it arobeck. Youknow,a mixture of

Flemish, Belgicand Dutch. But any way, | caanderstand a word of it, huh.

Hows every thing going back there. | suppthsegs are right on the pivo Nothing to

kick about. Dohget very much mail, it the cause probbbis, | dort write very much.

But maybe it will pick up for all I know. Oh, yes, before | forget it. | sent home through

the mail, that hunting knife you sent me a long time ago. And also | sent youag@ack

with some articles in itwooden sbes, giece of a Gun sight (a lightedlector for the

sight) so be sure and hold on to it for me. Oh, yes, | hope you oiled that rifle up good.

So that is wont rust. Vaseline does a good job on it. Anyway, dont lose any of the parts

to it.

Hows t he milkigdsad omg, huh, I 61 1 betcha | wont
ever get back there. I 61 | bet ch@huctkhyedy ar e
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really gets around now a days, doesnodot he.
little now a days.

Gerts fAtail boned coming along now adays, | et
by now. I have had a little trouble with my skin a little nowadays, but am putting some

stuff on it that seems weposedsewhiphrissmowl®y good. S
mont hs, |l 6ve ran across 2 guys from Grand Ra

for $40 bucks each month from the government. Gosh, how many of those things have

you got already. Have about $50 bucks spending monay ipocket now, but will wait

until 1 get paid at the end of the month and then maybe send home a check or money

or der . pendDuach thoneyoverhere. Bondr i nk, so there isnodt
| can spend any money on.

Well, will close this until dittle later on. Say hello for me and best wishes.

Love, Jomie

September 12, 1945

Holland

Dear Momand Dad

About time | dropped you a line. Nothing much to report from this end of the line. Lately

at nite have been going to this town of Teddm hae and visiting some people who go

to the Christian Reformed Church in Terddon. (Correct spelling is Teguzen Tl The

wife doesnét speak english, but the man and
have a good chat every night almost. They at&uluo live up near Groningefhere

last name is Heersema.

We | | how is every thing going back there. I
be around here in Europe for quite awhile yet according to this point system. | really

dont think nuch of that point system. It stinks to tell the truth. But whatever did the

army do that was right.

Hows the kids coming along. Am not in much of a writing mood tonight. So will close

till a little later. Love, John

Heersema Family (A brief bio d the family. TF)
Father Harm Heersema, speaks and reads/writes English

Mother. C. Heersema, we dono6ét | earn her first n
Oldest sonPete lives in Rotterdam, expecting first child in May, 1946.

Son Jan age 28 in 1945ived in Rotterdam but when it was liberated he went home to

Terneuzen. Married Bertha Breedijk of Rotterdam on 19 10@46;has a son, Harm

born22 May 1947. Jan wants to be a baker.

DaughterNel-mu st be i n e avorking in 2 aidk after the avar.kKSpeaks f

English.
Daughter Jantje no age mentioned, so perhaps a teenager.
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September 141945 (Translated from Dutch)

Nellie Heersema
Scheldekade 46
Terneuzen
Netherlands
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hazenberg,

It will seem g$range to receive a letter from someone totally unfamiliar. This is how it
happened, your son John lost Wallet with letters and photos and my brother Jan found
them. Father looked to see whose letters these were and saw the name Hazenberg. Father
sai to us he was sure this is a Groninger. Father sent a letter with an American to his
camp with the instruction that he could retrieve his pocket book at our address. The
following evening they already phoned, and later father and John, having a deep
conversation about Groningen. Because Father is a real Groninger, he is drawn to other
Groningers. Mother at first was hopeful that the soldier could speak Dutch, but it
disappointed her that he had to do it with gestures.

Otherwise we found it pleasaneth h e ¢ a me . | t losshist oo bad t ha
pocketbook earlier, because he thinks he has to depart on Monday. Hopefully he will
soon be home. Now he is coming every evening, and Mother invited him for the whole
Sunday, but he did not think he cowloime. Father said to us that at least we have a
soldier who could tell us much. Since we were liberated September 20, 1944 we had
many soldiers over. It was always to give them hospitality because in the service they
had to miss home.

We had a soldidrom the R.A.F. for each evening in January from London, and while
he was here, his wife wrote me once. Afterward we corresponded regularly. It is
different, for it is difficult for me to write in English, because it has been a while since |
was in highschool. For Dad it is easier because he taught English in school, but |
thought it amusing to write a Dutch letter to a foreign country. So | akiedif it were
OK to write you | teased him that | would write a lot about him. We are also members
of the Gereformeerde (Christian Reformed) Ch
so much feuding with the followers of Schilder. Maybe you have heard about it. In
certain areas it is hateful and divisive, and that does not speak well for the peopl
supporting Professor Schilder. In many places this feuding has caused church splits.
Fortunately it is a minority that supports Prof. Schilder. He promotes a whole different
teaching which we cannot call Reformed anymore. Every day he has speaking
erngagements and travels throughout the country to see how many people he can convince
to support him.

Do you have a longing to come to Holland, or have you become through and through
American, that you donét care much for poor,
We haveexperienced much under the tyranny of the Germans, of which thankfully you
were spared. During that time | often said that maybe we should go to another country.
Fortunately our liberation went successfully, although we had 14 fearful days. But in the
northern parts of the country it was terrible, especially the famine. In Amsterdam alone
5,000 people died of hunger. My brothers were in Rotterdam, my married brother was
almost in Germany when he was able to escape, which almost cost his life. The young
men who were walking on the streets were shot dead. To hide these men became more
and more dangerous because of the Nazi raids. For nine months we did not hear from
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him. Mother worried much, and we thought we would never see him again. In addition,
Mother is very week and often klg, but we can thank God thaeHprovided the right
outcome. When the danger is the greatest the delivery is at hand. It is sad you hear so
little of gratitude from people. Everybody always seems to complain. The people
suddenly think they can now buy everything again, and are disappointed that the stores
are still empty. They forget the Germans plundered us and little remains in our country,
and the Netherlands is worse off than most. September 20 we now had a great
celebration of the liberation, and many of the Poles who liberated us joined us for the
festivities. We also had a pleasant Queens Day celebration for the first time since
liberation. | hope I will soon receive a nice big letter in return from you.

With heaty greeting from Father and Mother and Nellie.

14 Sept 645 (Translated from Dutch)

Terneuzen

Dear Mr and Mrs Hazenberg.

It was really amazing how we met your séhe name caught my attention and | already

sai d: ftbe pebpledramuGrotirenor gi nal | yid, and yes, we hee
from Oldekerk.

Well, | am also from Groningemhwas born in Zuidwolde, have lived in Loppersum,

Middelstum and Sappemeéknow many people in the province of Groningen, but |

have lived here already for3de ar s. Youol | understand that tl
and lately | have not been back. Maybe | will check it out soon. Travelling is still

difficult. I have time enough. Here | have been a principal of a school for children in the

age of 12 to 16. bw | am retired.

Last night | still read the Standard Bearer. THaresaw a short article about our church.

But the message is very coloured: whatever the Synode established according baptism is

the same as what was proclaimed in 1905. We have liveekice for 40 years. Some

years ago Dr. Schilder has defended this case with hand and foot, and obtleal

sudden, he is against it and plays a leading part in church devision and many follow.

It is in the air. The whole society is still ifDur landand people have suffered but have

not | earned much and in religious aspect hav
You can be so proud of your son; hasrave strong fellow and omého has not lost the

old faith in the warl am so sorry that | canot express myself in English bettecan

speak about daily things but about religiousntaer s | dondét.Toohade wor ds
that we have not met in realitie comes here almost every evening and we chat about
everything but he has to leave soore Wope that very soon he will arrive in the parental

home as a civilian. That is much better than being a soldier.

With friendly greetings

Your dedicated

H. Heersema

Scheldekade 46, Terneuzen.

Ps

My brother K. Heersema lives in Redlands California mxydorother in law P.Voss in

Oaklawn near Chicago. Both of them are Reformed.

92



September 17, 1945

Holland

Dear mom and dad and all the rest,

Well, how is everything going from that end of the line. Nothing much to report from

this end. The weather has hgwetty good lately. Although the last couple days have

had a cold and sore throat. Them tonsils still bother me every now and then. Very
seldom ever get any letters. Get yoand that about all.

Usually every night go into town and spend the eveniitlg these people that go to this

Chr. Reformed Church in Ternuezan here. They wrote you a couple lettatsyiliu

probably take some tiento get to youHuh, | told themyou could read dutch, so tlsat

what they wrote you in. So if you get the lestenrite back and let them know. They

can reacnglish and dutch, soitdoest matt er what you write bac
Hows the kids coming along. | imagine that they are right on the ball. Really growing up
| imagine. Have had some pictures developed andseiiltl them home a little later on.

Gets dark here pretty early at night now. Otherwise it stayed light vegy But they

set the time up ahour and its getting fall so it gets dark kind of early.

Well, there ishmuch more to write and will close tHsr now.

Love, Jomie

September 18, 1945

Holland

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest,

Well hows every thing going back there? Letpédqust fine. Was going inttown and

visit with these people tonight, but it has started to rain, so now dont knawenéavill

go in or not. Might go in if it clears up a little while. Well, havenbeen doing much

around here lately. In the morning we can go swimming if we care to in a pool in town
about 30 miles from her&/ent this morning and hach@xtravery good swimlts a very

nice pool in the city of Ghent in Belgium. They are very liberal with passes lately to
different towns around herBut usually find enough work around here to keep me busy.
But just cant seem to get into any kind of writing mood.

As far as t he poinadisahmle. edonexpattaneiah todappehtdé m Kk
me as far as getting back to the states in the near future is concerned.

Hardly ever get any mail, but | dont write very much either. So | cant expect much. How
isthe Abeasto coming along. Il mean the car,
Or are you running on patches now, huh.

Well, say hello to everyone for me and till a little later.

Love, Jomie. P.S. Keep the negatives separate from all sther

September 18, 1945

Holland

Dear Mom and Dad,

Here are some pictures. | sent the negatives of them to you in another letter tonight.
Keep these pics and the negatives in a separate envelope.

Till later- love, John.
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(Thepictureswere taken at Schwdierg, Germangnd includegrouppicturesof his
friends, a wedding taking plpateresweretaken he t own,
in the At eauzenHollandyl®) i n Ter

Septembr 23, 1945

TernuezonHolland

Dear Mom and Dad and all the tes

About time | dropped you a line again. Receiaddtter of you yesterdayated Sept. 8

Was sure glad to hear from you. Nothing much to report from thisfethé line.

Usually at nite go to town and visitith these people | go to see. Peopldéi®/name of

Heersema. | think they wrote you a letter and mailed it alreadyrdpathem a line

back. So thatthe way | usually spend my evenings. Insteadmmfing around or laying

around back here in the tent. The weather has been quite colidtety. Sometimes

rains quite a bit. Have had a cold the last few days. In the morning usually go to a town

in Belgium and go swimming at an indoor pool.

Ohyes,ifyou haveno6t ¢ sendtanytChristrmas paekiages, as o dont know

how longl 6 | | be over here. According to the pap
first of the year or before. But we can never tell. So dont send any.

It just started raining, but if it stops, will take a little trip to town and do some visiting.
Howsevery thing going back there. Lets hope
little trouble with my skin again, because of this damp weather | think.

Well, will close till a little later. Say hello and till later

Love, Johie

September 24, 1945
A pogcard of Dutch children, and signed by Mr and Mrs Heersema, Nelle, Jan, Yantje
and John. fABest wishes to all .o

September 29, 1945

Ternuezon, Holland

Dear Mom and Dad,

Received another one of your letters and was very glad to get it. Before | forgeile Aw
back | sent you a box with some different stuff in it. A rhigght deflector for a sight,

pair of wooden shoes and a pair of goggles. Let me know if you ever got that box.
Lately, | sent you a box with some tulip bulbs in it. And yesterdagtla®ox with some
wooden shoes and a good conduct medal, a Dutch coin and some film which was not
developed yet. 3rolls, size 620. So let me know if you get any of those packages.
Usually at night go and visit these people down here in Ternuezanle Pgdpe name

of Heersema. They go to this Chr. R. church in town here. Went to church this morning.
Well, will close till a little later.

Love, John
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Huh, we found this add in the Dutch paper, while visiting the other nite. (The clipping
was an ad fohousehold helwvith three school aged childrgolaced bya Mevrouw
HazenbergDe Jonge, Wassenaar bij Den Haag.)

Oct. 3, 1945

Holland

Dear Mom and Dad,

Just a short line to let you know every thing is still going O.K. Hawesn doing much.
Usuallygo visiting at nite. During the day, lay around. Gets very cold at nite and
sometimes during the day the sun comes out. But not to much.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hope O.K. Have been getting your letters. Not
much to report from this eraf the line. | suppose it will start getting cold back there
soon. Same over here.

Well, will close till a little later, and until then

Love, John

Oct. 9, 1945

Camp Phillip Morris, France

DearMom and Dad and all the rest,

Well, hows every thing goig back at that end of the line. Lets hope just fine. As you

will notice, havemoved to a different place. Down here in France now. The BN moved
down here. | think to help run this camp. As yet do not know whkatre supposed to

do.

The weather heris pretty nice durintheday time, but gets very cold at night. Kinda

close tothe ocean. Not very far from Le Havre.

Have a pretty nice ¢ ampulonmostoféhe workL(Prigoeeofi n bar r a
War. TH

Hows pop coming along. Has hengoback to work yet. He had better get on the ball.
Wrote a letter to these people up in Holland last night and thought | had better get on the
ball and drop you a line tonight.

Hows Gert and Chuck and the kids coming along. Hope O.K.

Gos h, | wiitaulettérs aoyamor@.t But will try and get one out now and then.

Well, till a little later love, John

(The next three letters weerll sent in one envelope. JTF

October 14, 1945

Camp Phillip Morris

Le Havre, France

Dear Mom and Pop

Received one ofgur letters this past week and as usual was very glad to hear from you.
Also had one of Gert & Chuck. Dropped them a line this afternoon and am writing this
one at night.

95



Today was a nice day, cloudy but otherwise O.K. Went to church this morningyadd la

around this afternoon. Just cant get my mind in letter writing. Well by the way things

look now. It looks like it will be a long time before | get home. Otherwise | had hopes of

getting home before Christmas. But now with every thing the waytitesBritish taking

back there two | arge boats, well, things are
hope for the best. Even thought you get more disgusted with this army all the time.

Love, Johnie

(On 11 October 1945 the US gave two ships backe British, the Queen Elizabeth and
Aquitania, which were owned l®/r i t @unandd.ige. The shipsere nowtaking
Canadian troops home instead of UrBops.Wi t h t Ispeedsahdicqrbited troop
capacity of 24,000 men, it is estimated that 1@8 fewer U.S. troops were sent home in
the winter 0194546. TF)

SCHEDULE-
=

A billboard-sized, troop movement and departure schedule near the enlisted
men’s recreation hall at Camp Philip Morris was updated many times each
day.
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Oct 19, 1945

Camp Phillip Morris

Le Havre, France

Dear Mom and Dad and all the rest

Have been tending to right you quite a bit. But | just start a letter and never get it
finished. So am sending them along any way.

Hows every thing going back there? Lets hope just fine. Havent got much to complain
about out here. The weather is already getting colder so | imagine one of these days we
will have snow. Have a couple small stoireghe barracks, but its quite hard to keep the
place warm. These barracks are made of plywood and hold about 25 men. But we have
plenty blankets and a sleeping bag so we keep warm at night.

Am on guard Sunday so will not be able to go to church in trainmg.

| dont know wether | told you before or not, but | sent a box home with about 50 tulip
bulbs init. So let me know when you get any boxes from me.

Just got back from the P.X. where | went and had a couple cokes. And am now trying to
write this ld@ter. Recently received 2 of your letters. They have been coming regularly,
so cant complain abothat. Sure enjoy reading them. How is pops back coming along.

| suppose it is all better by now.

Well, till a little later. Say hello for me and tithén

Love, Johnnie

Pvt. L. Cirabisi

1062 M.P.Co (AVN)

APO 149, c/o PM N.Y., N.Y.

Sat., Oct 27, 1945

Fritzlar, Germany

Mr. & Mrs. Hazenberg,

Perhaps youbére wondering who | am since the
you. IfyoursonJohnisihoe he can quickly clear up the my
explain briefly the facts behind this letter.

| first met your son toward the close of last year at tffe@dneral Hospital. | too, like

him had come back from the continent with trermbtf We both left at the same time

for the 828' Convalescen€enterat Honiton and even lived in the same barracks, except

for the lastremainingdays of our stay there. We both left there at the same time and

spent our furlough together in London. Ragrs he told yoabout that. That brings up the

matter of the money order which you found in this letter (and | do hope | have the correct
first name down. I f it isndét and you have t
this letter would help.)During our stay there your son was kind enough to lend me two

pounds when | ran a little short of monéy 2011 dollars, that would be equal to about

$0.THI1 told him I éd either pay him back or se
contact with m He told me to forgedbout repaying him but | do fetat all debts

should be repaid. It may have taken quite some time to have gotten around to it but | do

hope you feel that itdéds better | ate than nev
from Johnny and | hope his delay in answering my last letter was caused by the fact that
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he was caught 1in the redeployment shuffl e an
service perhaps youéll send him nsy address s
M.Pcompany and Johnnyontyas my | ast address. sawel | that
for now. Do tell Johnny Ahell oo for me. An
care of himself while in the service forget about it because he was dorighafor

himself while | was with him He fAhas a head on his shoul de
how to take good care of himself. And | t hi

cut, decent boy he was before he entered the army. Trusting thidihetseyou all in the
very best of health.
| remain, Lenny C

Nov. 1, 1945

Dear Mom and Dad,

In closed find money order for 20 bucks. Wil and write you letter tonight-Have

been receiving your letters. But what | would like you to do is, teNvimat is in every

package you get from me. Gosh, how do | know now if any thing is missing. | sent a

couple packages with wooden shoes and other stuff in them. But you never told me what

ot her stuff was in with thertlehtookisoutoso now | 0
wether it was stolen. Also sent you a money order up there in Holland for 25 bucks. So

let me know what the heck was in all the packages you got from me.

Hoping every thing is O.K. and till a little later. Love, John

Nov. 2, 1946

Camp Phillip Morris

Dear Mother and Dad, and all the rest,

Well how is every thing going out that way. | suppose every thing is right on the ball.

Wel l, as wusual ther e idsefthéline. Mheovéthddtetyhasepor t fr
been kind ofainy and chilly. Has pa gone back to work yet or is he still at home.

Yesterday sent a money order home for 20 bucks. Also sent one back in Holland for 25

bucks. Did you ever get it. Let me know.

How are the kids comihyg &dligndy nlodvl, | abendt h ¢
Cant think of much to write these days. Had a letter from the Cramers and also from

Timmers out by Ada or Cascade. Usually get your letters regularly.

Well will put a close to this for now and hoping everything is O.K. Uhititle later.

Love, John

P.S. Say hello for me.
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Nel.Heersema

Scheldekade 46

Terneuzen

811-6 45 ( 8 ,Matten.inlEdglishSt a mRetwningto United States.

Fowmard to 1025 Helen St. 12/ 12/ 450

Dear John,

We have received your third lettencamy father has written you 2 weeks ago, and now |

shall write you back instead of father. (S
It is easier for me to read letters than to write letters in your language.

| have received a nice big letteofm your mot her, dondét be jeal o

also in my letters). You have a good mother John, it is a privilige to have Christian

parents. | like it that your mother writes me, and next | shall write her back.

When my mother has a letterfromyo s he asks me than, AWhat i s
than | have read your letter in one minute, because you write so large. We are glad to

receive letters from you.

What a long time are you in leHavre. And all the time waiting for a ship. Have you been

inthe city of | eHavre? How do you | ike it?
have a bad cold in my head, and a little fever. | was not able to work. | write now in bed.

What a bad weather every day foggy, rain, and wind. How many blanketydav

now? I dondét | i ke autumn and winter.

My brother John is back now from Rotterdam, he is engaged 31 Oct. with Betty, it is not

your Betty itisa DutchBetty d on 6t b e a n)dnrthe first part of BPeceamber a g ai n

he has maybe a shop, he mahart in the latter part of November. We go all to

Rotterdam than, with Jack and his sister aunt and father. Do you come to the wedding

John! You borrow than a motaoycle, leHavre is not so far from here. He has much

chance to get that shop, it is ongenfirom Germany. From here is it a whole day in a

train. That name of the town is Winterswijk. | become than his shop girl. 5,000

inhabitant. But it is not yet sure, he know it 15 Nov.

It is very quiet here in Terneuzen, no soldiers. | have hearthtn&anadians are

coming here in the school s. But | dondét Kkno
John and Jack are playing chess now, and my sister and her friends are playing that game

(Do you remember it?) | hear the noise in my bedroom. (Nel drewwa@ift Duth

shuffleboard. TH

Next week a Dutch singer comes here, he can sing beautifully, his wife and | play than

the piano. We are learning in the church now for Christmas. The first Christmas in

peacetime John, and | hope that it is peditee foralways.but | dondét think s
pessimist | am John. |l cannot write more, b
that you receive this letter in a good heath.

Your sincerely, Nel

P.S.Your address is c/o P.M. New York. Does your letter go first to Mewk and than

to leHavre? What a long time than. You have written us 26 Oct. and we received your

letter 7 November.
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Nov. 11, 1945
Dear Mom and Dad,
Received your letter a couple days ago, the one dated Nov. 3, and am now just answering

it. ttakesabout 8 or 9 days for me to get your | e
takes just about the same time, it seems.

We | |t thneuwh é repast frdn this end of the lindad a letter from the Heersemas

also the other day and have sent thdettar back.

How is every thing going back there. Letphe | ust f i ne. ThAsngs her ¢
yetdon know when 10611 be able to get back home
those over 60 points, as | have in the 60606s.

Gosh its hard to thk of any thing to write, just cant think of any thing to write.

Hows the kids coming along. Lets hope just fine. Am inclosing a money order with this

l etter for $25. Let me know when you get it
and till alittle later. Love, John

Nov. 13, 1945

Dear Mom and Dad,

Well just a short line for tonite, as usual, am not in a very writing mood. But maybe it

will pick up later on.

Well , for once it isnd6ét raining hSache tonite,
dog gone lousy weather. Gets pretty cold here at nite. But we usually keep pretty warm.
In the day time usually have the two small stdvesiing, so that the place tsso cold

after all. But it gets pretty cold outside.

Usually get your mail ietty regular and enjoy it very much. Don k nowlibehen | 06
able to come home. My bet is amoliNew Years or a little afterw@s. But you can

never tell.

Hows every thing going back there. Lets hope just fine. Oh yes did you ever receive a
package f'om me which containethe following items, if | remember correctly. 1 pr

wooden shoes, 1 pr. goggles and a front light deflector for a sight | have, which looked
like this: (John drew a sketch. YH.et me know if you ever got that packagenc®i

beingrereatLeHarvé 6 ve sent 2 money orders home. Oon
and one the other day for 25 bucks so let me know when you receive themAn®.K.
mailing a patch in this letter. One from tHeAr méd Di v . So hold on to

you @an hang it on the ship clock on the book case if you care to.

Hows my rifle holding out. O.K. Jushake sure that it dosestiart rusting.

Well there isnt much to report from this end of the line. | suppose every thing is just on

the ball. HasPagoreac k t o wor k yet. Lets hospe so. B
rest and it wont hurt him any. So you still got the old bus running.

Well, say hello to Gert and Chuck and the kids @lhd little later. Love, Johie

There are no more letters sent hame by John. There is an empty envelope

postmarked Nov. 23, 1945 from his APG62but no letter inside. Following are
letters sent TO John. TF
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Terneuzen, November 18945 {Translated from Dutch.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hazenberg,

We have received your lett and by this communication are becoming acquainted with
you. You sent greetings to your son, but some time ago he had already been transferred
to France. Too bad that we could only visit each other for such a short time. He came
here almost every eag for about four weeks. You were writing about Saland
Hoeksema. John gawmee severatopies of the Standard Bearer, which already included
articles about the church strife. The initial information was vague, but slowly on you will
no doubt recd@e more information about it. In our neighborhood it is serious. In
Terneusen it is not so bad yet. Here three elders left the church. We all received a
circular from them stating we had to choose for or against Christ. Underneath was the
name of tle Gereformeerde Kerk of Terneusen and the three elders. Interestingly they
never complained about the old teachings and discipline of the old church. The point of
their complaint is baptism. What men like Kuyp@ovinck, Lindekoom and Badrew

up in 195 suddenly is no longer right with the support of Dr. Schilder. According to

him the baptism of a believer and unbeliever is equal. Through baptism you go through a
certain date, then you have to choose between heaven or hell. Baptism is an imfitation
gracé® now you have to choose if you will serve God or not. Eventually you come to the
free will of people. They reason too much and want to explain too much.

So you have to explain to the baptized one, believe you are a child of God and
you are OK.When you make profession of faith you say OK, | am a child of God, so
now you are a child of God. This develops careless people. A minister can no longer ask
whether you have true faith, because this is an insult. These are strange reasoning that do
not depend on Godds Word and confessions.
approved. They read into the synodical pronouncements that a child is regenerated at
baptism, thereby trying to deceive members of the church. Their conclusions are clear.
We view them as regenerated as long as theyitigad the same for those who made
profession of faith. It is a strange time after the war. People are losing their balance and
do foolish things. They often take all kinds of rumors for truth, not ondypiiritual
matters but in other matters as well.

Many are searching for work; most do not have steady jobs. Strong, healthy
young people have no desire to work. Some enjoy relief and never find a full time job.
Everywhere there is much work to be ddmat, not much comes of it. They could build
houses, but there is no cement. There is no lumber. They do not want to work in the
fields because the wages are insufficient. | think 60 cents per hour is reasonable, and on
rainy days they still get paid. d# high must the price of products become? Higher cost
of goods and then complaints.

We are happy that the war is past, but we are not on top of the after effects yet.
We are thankful that America has helped us, because with this help the church has
become independent again. During the war the church was crystal clear on its positions
as well as fought against the teachings of National Socialism. Many pastors suffered in
concentration camps as a result. The church protested against the abdunaoy afen
who became slaves in the factories of Germany. Eventually the Germans destroyed the
church just like it destroyed Germany itself. There it started with the youth. On Sundays
the children were forced to attend the meetings of the Hitler Younththeey made sure
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there was no time left for the church. Those who dared to protest that would land up in
the concentration camp. Those who survived confirmed how terrible these concentration
camps were. It takes a strong faith to sustain the suffesirgur Lord and Savior.

Many succumbed through fear and intimidation. Thankfully the church can breathe
again, and strangely out of gratitude they are splitting the church.

Priority must be given to the victims. Those who lost everything must pedhel
first. But when is it the turn of the others. The last five years we could buy nothing and
everything is depleted. When you need something you must first fill out papers and wait
a few months for an answer. You must fill out more papers and th@ermeission to
buy something. Then you find the stores empty.

We are making progress with food, but extremely expedésiive times more
expensive than before the war. For example, apples cost 50 cents per kilo, but before the
war they cost 10 cents, @so it goes on. We live in a land where this you may not do
and that you may not do. So we hope that real freedom will return and we can live as we
choose as we lived before the war.

Traveling is terrible. Recently | went to Rotterdam by boat,istpdt 7 AM and
arrived at 6 PM. | wanted to go to Groningen, but it is not sure you can make that in one
day. And sometimes you have to travel in animal cars like herring in a can. Now that it
is getting colder there is no heat in those train cargoufget in a good passenger car the
windows are closed with boards because the glass is still broken. The railway bridges are
still destroyed. You just cannot imagine what a hassle everything is in our country.
Materially America did not suffer, althghh many of their men gave their lives. But here
many families were destroyed. Yesterday | read that the 200,000 families were destroyed
in addition to the victims of hunger and suffering. Thankfully we do not have any
victims of the war to mourn in ogamily. We hope that John will soon be with you
again. Then all will be normal again.

With friendly greetings,
H. Heersema

Terneuzen, 14 No@ 4 rittdn in English)

Dear John,

We received your second letter and | send you also the second Iétzee dlso send a

letter to your home.

It is getting cold here and in France also, but you have a stove. You can go to bed en
then to the stove. | believe you must have new clothes cas you are going fatter and fatter.
But it is not agreeable for you thgdu cannot go home. Your mother longs for you and

as you give that reason to the officers you can go with the first ship to the United States.
My son John will buy a bakerdés trade but
buy and not so many whaill sell. And not every shop likes him. He will not only have
bread, btihe is also a confechonefherefore he must not have a little village but a little
town. When he has bought a shop we will go to that place for we can help him. Then |
have mucho do. | can write the letters, the book keeping and do the messages etc. Now
| have to take care of the hens and rabbits en to give some lessons.

The food is now getting better here, but most of the shops are empty and all things are
very dear. We mgsthe good cigarettes. We can buy bad cigarettes for high prices and
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not many. But we hope that it will be soon better. So it is with clothes and other things.
The war is over, but it last long time before all is in order.

Do you like the French peo@deDid you see leHavre? Are there also people who can
speak English? | think near a harbour many men speak and understand English. But you
cannot find a Reformed Church. Have you a good chaplain in your camp?

Your mother promised she would write in didaing letter about Rev. Hoeksema. Now

|l am interessing about what. My brother
the preacher there.

Here we all are well and we hope your cold is over.

With many greetings, yours sincerely, H. Heersema

(Thisl et ter was s é&6RaddréessTHJohnds APO

The following letter was written by o h maiher and received hym overseasJohn

must have carried it back home with him

Nov. 13, 1945

My Dear John

This is Tuesdayight so Ithought | better sit anstart your letter this week, and hoping

you may get it in time, as you would like to hear a little more news, and before | got
started, | thought | better read your letter whichreeeived ast week, but |
whenyou wrote it, because it doestrimve any date on it, but the envelope was stamped
Nov. 2, and we received it th&' 8o that was just only one week on the way. Well my

big boy | just had to laugh, because you must haveifadt & put out, because yaont

seem to remember what | leawritten in my letters, as you say | have not written it.

Well son, as far as | know, | think that every time we have received anything of you, |
think | have always answered it in my next letter, sb keep cool and thankfulith

good thoughtsrad hges, and be thankfuibr Uncle Sam, for doing such good work,

with mailing and delivering you know it takes about a month, or more to get your things,
and then it sometimes takes two weeks or mogetany letters, and | think that | let you
know in theletter after we have received it, alright big boy take hope for we have
received all the things whatever you wrote that you was sending home, and am keeping
all the things for you to see when you get home, surely hoping that it may be before long,
the Lordwilling, hoping you may come and surprise us before long if possible, hoping
you are well and of good courage, both in spirit and body, trusting in the Lord your
Saviour to guide and direct your ways seeking to know Him through his word and
testimonies, @ that you may find joy and peace with a thankful heart in the ways you
have to go. Alright big boy, be strong and of good courage humbly waking and striving
to walk in the right way so that it may be well with you. Well son we are all real well,
and thefactory was opened for work again yesterday Monday morning, so pa has started
to work again, but he enjoyed his vacation, and was not tired of it, but he says he and |
enjoyed it very much, well thgays wont be quite so long now, because they stopeat fiv

o clock, which certainly seems good. They have been home about 10 weeks. But there
are so many strikes of all different kinds of work yet. The Factory of pa have given them
a raise of 10ct an hour, it surely must seem good to a lots of them talbegramain,
although a good many of them had been working at other places, as they say there is a
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lots of work. Oh yes we got a letter last week of one of your friends, who was with you

in the hospital and you were living in the same barracks and healdattlench feet too,

and who went visiting with you, on yourrfaugh to Londen and you had been so kind

to lend him two pounds, and some way or another he and you lost contact of one another,
and he thought maybe you was on your way home, as he hagbaemtetter, but did not

get an answer to it. So he had said, he might send it home to you, he was sorry he had
not sent it back before, but he felt all debts should be paid, so he was in hopes that we
would feel that it was better late than never,@s lyad said to forget about it, he felt all
debts should be repaid, andveuld rather give it to you, or send it to your home. Well

he sent a very nice friendly letter with a check of 8 dollars in it. Oh yes I think | told you
about it n my other legr, oh yessbout your government checks and the extra checks
and a check for pa of Charlie, and the gas bill, all that same morning, and after dinner pa
got rid of all the checks 8 of them and the bill. Oh yess your friend is Lenny Cirabisi he
surely wote a very nice word of praise of you, for which | am very glad and thankfull, as
you was alright, and knew the way, as a cleancut decent boy, and to be sure and say, hello
to Johnny, for him, and to give him your address, if you were still away, welltdishis

the second letter today, as | wrote him a letter and your address this morning. We
received your $20 check in your letter, and the other one of Holland, at that time too.
Well my boy quite a few b are home, and others are expected home Hefggeand

you too. Coral wanted a little pair of wooden shoes so bad, so | let her take ailittle pa
along until I can buy her some or until you get home. Well son | cant think of much

more news, will try and write again in a few days, hoping you reegiveit in good

health and strength drenjoy it. Love to you from uall-friends relatives Mother Father
Brother Sister Nieces Nephews

P.S. Hoping to see and hear from you sodfe are having very nice weather real fresh

and cold, but the petuniastime back yard are all green yet, have not had any hard
freezing thedwest on the themomitor was 288grees.Mother

Your friend Lenny said he had written you, but that you must have been gone away. The
address of you Friend who called himself LennyRa. got you a good bond for your

checks already. So long Johnny

Pvt. L. Cirabisi 32273962

1062 M.P. Co. (AVN)

A.P.O. 149 c/o Postmaster

N.Y., N.Y.

18/ 11/ 645 (18 Nov 1945.) The envel ope was s
Forwardto 1025 HelenSt.2/ 1/ 45 . o It reached Grand Rapid
J W Heersema

Scheldekade 46

Terneuzen

Dear John,

Well John | have leant a little englisch too and schall try to write a little letter to you.

How are you? | am doing very well but | am in going to marrylandc anét buy any

10¢



cigarette. So John | ask you, can you maby buy some cigarets for me? You write the
prize and | shall pay it to you.

John, if you are some days of you must try to come to Terneuzen ask my mother. John |
schall finished now, because ldoh no wor ds mor e.

The kind regards from your friend John

P.S. Mother ask too for some packets chewing gum for Johnny (my sister)

You write the prize and | pay you every thing back.

The following letter was written by Geude HazenberBoerema, Jah 6 ister.slt was

st amped tédI5rHalenStGrand Rapids, Midh2 / 06/ 45 0

Sunday, Nov. 25, 1945

Dear John

The temptation to lie down on the davenport and read a magazine is\gitokgow

me-but for once | worso here is a letter. It is 8:30 anfinally have everyone bedded
down. They donét wusually stay up so | at
stories and in the middle of the first o
to bed, so | undressed her, fixed her bpttled brought her up whiledtrest waited up,

figuring thatthat was some breakhich, of course, it was. When we went to Mom &

Pop this afternoon, Bert and Coral each took a book home with them and wanted to start
them right away. Chuck went to churcmight and pretty soon Papa and Mama are

coming here for a little while. | almost finished the stories tonight when Chucky said
AMe haef dmi hk. o So | finished reading and t
they each had some milk and a smpédice of fudge cake which | made about midnight

last night. | make cake so seldom that when | do, they wanfaakeery meal and

betweentime , t oo0. With six of wus, it doesndét t al
manage teke out a slivefor each of us pretty soon with coffee, tho!
| suppose you are more or | ess just waiting

have a lot of special work and training to do? | talked with Pearl Postmus the other day
and her brotheGerald Haadsmgou knowis still in Germany and wants to come home

sobadlyy ust doesndét know when he wil]|l. He got
Day. Did Mother tell you about Lenny Cerbis
you.

Wednesday nigh8:10 P.M. W | | | coul dnét seemMbno get bac

nite I go to Girls Glee Club, last night | made Chucky a pair of flannel pajamas. Today

Mama came over and sewed a couple of buttonholes in it for me. Chuck & | went

downtown this afternoon Chtimas shoppingnd Grandma took care of the children. |

wish you could get home before Christmas. V
anxious to see how Trudy will act when the tree is set up. Boy, she catches on to things

fastf ust s o catbheondodhe gee angidll it over! You know, of course, that we

did not send you boxes because your instructions came in time. Minnie, | think, sent you

t wo boxes because she mailed them early, so
anythhng i n particular or in general, that you
mail anything without a letter to show at the P.O. How do you stand for points now?

Does yours stay at 63 or are you adding to them as you go along? You might come home

bef ore you know it. Just in case you donoét ,
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send | ong ago. You wonot Kknowven@hacke hi | dr en,
knows you from your pictures and the conversations around here.

Well, John, | think tfs letter should end. | saved room for some last minute item, but

dondét know of any more to write just now. F
386100r Minnie at night is59949or Mrs. Clapp above shoe store (under name of Ruth

Blickle) is 30389in case you arrive in N.Y. how about a person togeraltunless you

cal l Bsufdr thd falkg. aD0 whatou want to about it. Save these numbers if you

ever should need thengee or hear you soon. B@ertrude

P.S. Did Mama tell you we had yothree rolls of film developed? Turned out good.

One of you with pipe and puppy was especially good. The other man with puppy also a

good picturel dondot know who he i s.

AReturn to Sender 12/ 8/ 19450

11-29-45

My Dear John

| thought | better start wing your letter again this Monday morning, then | can have it
ready the first pfeddgodabdutittf hwait tovleng,kall thetene | don dt
think I am going to send an extraryone once I
often but am hoping if it can be, that you may be home one of these days before
Christmas, in health and strength the Lord willing, so that we may rejoice in one another,
but above all that we may all togethejoreein Our Lord, Jesus Christ, whose birth we
cdebrate on Christmas day, as Our Saviour and King. Hoping my boy that you may be
strong, fighting the good fight in the good spirit, that you may be of good courage,
abiding the time, and of good patience, trusting in the Lord your Saviour, with a tthankfu
heart, for his Fatherly care over us all, for He doeth all things well, according to His will.
Well big boy, I did not finish the letter lasight as | had intended to do. Mrs. Jonker

from next door happened to come over to spend the evening. Sarted 0 write again

this morning, it is kind of a dark morning as if we might have some more snow. Last
Thursday thankgiving day morning it started to snow while we were in church, and at
night from Aunt Deniewhen we went home there was abotaat of snow, which

looked \ery nice, but not so much fumgigg through it. We went to Aunt Dienie for the

day, and all enjoyed it very much, Egbert & Elaine and family Cornelia Geraldine and
children and us and the family had dinner togetherjmtite aftenoon Tom and Lucile

came over. You surely will have some nice visiting to do when you may get home,

which | am looking for noveveryday, a little neger we hope. You asked about some
things in your lasletter John, and we fia received them band you checks, but the

second checkdmthere we hve not received yet, but wille looking for it to arrive.

This has been a very dark, and rainy day, but take it for the best, and when it clears up, it
will seem that much brighter, for we have or can ddimgtabout it, so just be thankfull,

if we can take the weather as it comes, if we are well, and can take it for the best, son, as
your mother has had experience and knows about it, as our Heavenly Father rules over it
all. Well son hoping you may be ckel with 65 points, as the press states, that they are
supposed to be on the way, by tfieol December but be of good courage, hoping you

are well and strong, both in body and in spirit, patiently abiding the time Trusting in the
Lord your Saviour, to gde and direct you in all of lifes way, so that you may experience



joy and peace, with prayer atfthnksgivingto His homer and Praise, &ddim in all

your ways and needs, as He is always near to all that call on Him in truth, as He has
promised in His wad and testimonies. Well big boy, | and we all keep busy, at

something or another. Monday morning Mrs.Dekker, Nellie came over a little while with
her |l ittle granddaughter Ettaods l|little girl
and Tuesday ght Mr Mrs. DeWit, Mr. came home with Pa after Barnabas meeting, and
yesterday Charley came before dinner, if | could come over and stay with the children,
because they were going to town together, and Nellie wanted me to come over this
morning and visit uth her awhile, she has been home for almost six weeks, and feels
much better, but she has to be more quiet and take it easy, she makes herself to busy. |
am getting your room and bed ready, so that | may look for you any time or day now, and
will be hopng you may be here for Christmas or soon after, the Lord willing. We are all
real well & far as | know in the relationVell son | cant think of much more news at
present, and hopgu may receivat in good health and strengththdn body and in

spirit, trusting in the Lord to guide and direct your ways, and to protect and care for us
all. Be of good courage, abiding the time. With much Love to-Fiam us all.
MotherFatherand all. Mother

fiReturning taUnited States12/1945, Forward to 1025He | en St . o

1%' Dec. 45 (written in English)

Dear John,

You have surprised us and we thank you very
Bearero and a Magazine and yesterday a parce
paper. | n t hieterésSng whatdhey sdy inBAmericasabout twhat had

happened in our churches

My son is always here. He has not yet succeeded in buying a shop. There are more men

who will buy a shop and therefore is it not so easy. Here it is all well. Sometimes we

have foggy wheater en than it is very cold. | think you can remember the wheater of last

year. You was in Overloon. And now we have the last month of the year.

Many Americans go to their country. How is it with you. When do you go home. | have

written a letter to your father and mother. | have written about the church. They are

interesting about that, | think.

You have also surprised my wife and | must you thank for her. She cannot write you in

Engl i sh. 't was f or eylave§ia Amedca.drl sames . | don
parts they have the Thankgivings day and then they give presents. Here it is a use to give

them at Santa Claus or at Christmas.

| hope you are at home at New Year b6s day. I
you cannot learn anything for your life and is it necessary to learn something.

Did you receive the other letters?

With kind regards and many greetings

Yours sincerely, H. Heersema
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December 2, 194&written in English)
Nell Heersema

46 Scheldekade

Terneuze

Dear Hazenberg Family,

Finally I have a chance to write you back again because of the business | did not get to it.
Father wrote you a few weeks ago. No doubt you already received this letter. It was nice
to receive a letter from you. You write gobdtch, much better than my English.

My youngest brother is still here, and his girlfriend came last week. She is staying until
New Year, for which we are happy. This afternoon we walked to Axel, 8 km. from here
to listen to Rev. Kraan from Vlaardingehle preached about the last two verses of

Psalm 27. It was a beautiful sermon. They worshiped in a school because the church
split and the followers of Prof. Schilder claimed the building, so that the other people had
to settle with the school. We veestiff from walking two times one and chalf hours

since we cannot use the bicycle because tires are not yet available. It was beautiful
weather and it is nice to hear a different preacher since we still have the same one.
Recently | have been gone nyaevenings and presently | am in the church choir and we
have to practice much for the Christmas program. We are singing together with the choir
of Axel. We are singing an eight part piece, and that sounds so good. This will be the
first Christmas in pace time, and | trust witlot be the last. Almost everyone thinks we

will soon have war again. This is not to be hoped, because the next war will be worse
with that terrible atomic bomb. People are already talking about how they can most

speedilydestoy ot her peopl e. I f thatds the way pe
but only a preparation for the next war. It turns out as the Bible says that one woe
foll ows upon the other. Donét you believe w

will be a terrifying time, or do you find me extremely pessimistic?

It would be nice for you if John would be home by Christmas. | am sure that then you

would have a beautiful Christmas wreath on the table. Then we will peek around the

corner. We will crgs the sea on a water bike and suddenly you will have the whole
Heersema family visiting, 1 f that were possi
know each other. Yet it is not strange for me to write you. It just seems as though | am

chatting withyou.

My brother has been trying for a while to purchase a bakery business, but has not been

able to so far. He almost bought one in Winterswyk and would get married this month.

He wanted me to go with him to take care of the store. Just at theolagninthe sale

fell through. He felt bad about this because it is so difficult to get hold of a business

too many buyers and not enough properties available. | had already given notice at the

office, but fortunately | could come back. Now Jan wantskoyau if there is a future in
America to start a business. What do you th
know what 1 6m asking you because she would f
away. He already told his girlfriend that if tkas something there he would go first and

she could come | ater. She didnodét find that
found that acceptable. From John we receive a letter every week. Last week he sent me

several issues of the Standard BearFather loves to read them. In the past, the uncle

from Redlands used to send them. Father wrote him twice and | wrote him once to



continue that. |l also wrote him that if
laugh about it because it is remsy to write in a different language and express yourself

in your own mother tongue.

All of last winter we had an R.A.F. Englishman with us. He still writes to us regularly.

He writes much about the church worship services, but it is difficult to rddperause

of the many difficult words that are required. Fortunately | had a big English dictionary,
which keeps me sweat all night and | am learning from it also. Now | hope that you will
soon write me back if it is not too much effort because we lovedeive your letters. |

wish you all a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Hearty greetings from all to all,

Nellie

PSi If you ever have an extra photograph or picture, send us one. John showed us one
of your photographs and | have almost forgoite Am | too bold in asking this?

AReturn T2/ SZ2h4d®ed

Dec. 3, 45

My Dear John

We are watching the press every night hoping that your name may be on the list with the
returning boys, and patiently longing and waiting until we may see ¢hehagain in

health and strength, the Lord willing, to rejoice in one another, but above all that we may
together rejoice in Our Lord, with a true thankfull heart, who has watched over us and
cared for us all, these many days of separation, and hopinyayidg that our Heavenly
Father may further protect and care for yand us all, to his Honand Glory, and we

are all hoping you may be here before Christmas, the Lord willing. Hoping you are well
and strong and of good courage, patiently abidindithe trusting in the Lord, who only
knows and can and will supply all our needs. Well big boy, this is Monday night again,
Gertrude Charley anchildren were over yesterd®unday afternoon awhile, and they all
enjoy coming over, anlittle Trudy acts s@lad, and enjoys it so much when they are

here, well Gertrude and Charley were going to Herman and Gretties for the evening but
she said she coul dndét get anybody to stay
any plans, and if not, if we would @ over after church and stay with the children, they
were all in bed and asleep when we came there. Well John we are having very nice
weather, and the snow is gone and the sidewalks are all clean and dry, although we have
had some very dark days, andttéd rain too, but the days are getting very short, just

think in a couple weeks we will have the shortest day of the year already, (oh yes) the
time just seem® be flying at times. Well Pa is working reguéagain, and tonight they

had to work overtine already agin, and that makes the evenings very short, it seemed so
nice when he could come home at five @ckl buthn o w 12 hows dag again, 7:18 i

the morning Pa leaves, and at 7:15 at night he is home again, then they alaykrig

late toget ready after supper and go out for company. | thought Barbara was in her home
again and probably working, but Gertrude said, that she was in the htmpaakestup,

as she has hospital insurance, and she thought it was to busy for her motHeugent

to take care of Uncle Ho, and her too, Alice had said last night by Grettie, that she
Barbara felt very good, and felt better there to rest,she had a very good bedairoom

for two, and had a very nice roemate in with herHoping and prayig that the Lord
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may restore her health and strength before long. She has her rooms all settled so nice
upstairs by Uncle Jake and Aunt Amelia on Charles street, where she is renting, and had
lived there and working a short time, but she had been verysinsy Ralph her husband
died, as they sold that house, and some of the things, and then the moving upstairs, and so
many different thingghat she had to attend to, so she had been very busy all the time. |
have not heard of the others for awhile now,da in hopes that they are all well, will

try and call them by phone tomorrow, if | can. Well my boy all kinds of shopping going
on for Christmas already, and all the buying with money, but, oh, oh, all the Union and
Labor troubles, all over the Counsiand statesuch dissatisfaction, and all

untharkfulness, andhey all want more, money money, as if thagasngto make them
satisfied, but as the saying goes, the more you have, the more you want, a lot of them
never satisfied, and never will be. WNson received your nice Christmas card, thanks

very much, will hope that you may have a happy Blessed Christmas, and a happy New
Year, oh yess, hoping we may be seeing one another. Pa was saying that it will be three
years tomorrow that you hadtogoea y , w e &lbng tinte eotb avsay from home

and loved oes. Walter is still around Okinawa | guess. Wilbur and Fern Ouvenday are
home, Harry Delnay is home to from the pacific, and Melvin Roetman expects to come
home soon after the New Year. | dvdsh this morning, but if Gertrude or Charley come
after me in the morning will go there for the day if needed. We have not heard from
Heersema again, but will write them a letter again soon, and plan on stretingome

things too. Well big boy, am hojmg to see you any time in a few days, or short time. |
guess | will closeow, as | cant think of much more news, and get it off with the morning
mail, hoping you may receivein good health and strength,tbhan body and in the good
spirit, trusting n the Lord to guide and direct your ways and that you may be strong, and
of good courage. We all and the litdeildrensurely will be glad to see you again, and |
know you surely will be to. With much love to you From us All, Mother Father and All.
Mother

ARet mgnt o United States. Forward to 1025
Carrie Brilstra,

507 Acequia Madre

Santa Fe, N. Mex.

Dec. 6, 1945

Dear John,

Just received the pretty Christmas card and happy to get your address, for | wanted to
write you a Christmas letr but where to send it was the question. Now that has been
taken care of so no excuses.

ltisayearagoyu wer e i mea kospiiag Do younteaiwe you any more
trouble? Suppose they have grown larger and that might cause trouble.

Just vent out to see about the chickens and found one with a bleeding spot on her head
cause unknown. Put her in a box in the garage and hope she will settle down and stop
scratching it. Once | made the statement | would nurse people but not their pets. Many
times of late | have been reminded of that statement and it always shuts me up.

You hear from home regularly and so may know more news from theredioefhe

few letters | have had from your Mother were nice long letters and giving all the details.
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Had a letter from homgaying they really had a wintry Thanksgiving Day. It reminded

me of some when we used to go to your house for the day. Aunt Diena & Uncle Tom
would be there and there was always somebody in a box on the sled.

Herein SantaFewehawn 6t h ad mtac Mhe eoldest hasrbeen Hefd one
doesndt feel the cold here for we are high &
kinds of climate and must be awfully tired of seeing so much misery around you all the
time. We see ptares of groups going down a road not really knowing what the end has
in store for them. You wrote about there being so many children and what a start they
have in life.

Someone wrote you had been in Holland and have been in some of their homes. Could
you speak enough of their language to converse with them or did you use the Indians
language, sigh language?

You may be able to rattle off a lot of towns that we find hard to pronounce but would like
to hear you say the name of the street we live on. ktio®a month to learn &ay it

and even now have to think before saying it.

Do hope you wil/| have a nice Christmas and t
shipping for home.
Tho | donét write you agypouiomypeyas. disanksfors houl d |

your letters and flag. Glad you sent it in a K ration box. Read the instructions with much
interest. Love, Carrie

ARet urn 1R/b7/dBender

Dec. 7, 1945

My Dear John

| thought | better write a little letter to let you know that weeaived your letter yesterday
with your $25 check. It was sent Nov. 11 and postmarked Nov. 12, and we received it
yesterday Dec.6 so that took quite a whil e,
generally about 2 weeks, was going to write last nigit| am writing first thing this
morning. It is a fine morning, and looks as though we might have a nice bright day, it is
real frosty, but everything is dry and clean, the thermometer is pretty near 30:deg. Well
big boy when your letter came, it hag@nted government stamp and | thought maybe it
might be that you were starting on your way home, hoping you may be next time, but all
the boys or young men, are looking and longing for it, and no wonder, for there is no
place like home. Well big boy hom you are well and strong, and keeping up the good
spirit, so that you may be of good courage, trusting in your Lord and Saviour, to guide
and direct youways, at all times, as He gritnows, and can and will supply all your

needs. Draw nigh to Him, aide will draw nigh to you. Hoping and praying that He

may be your comfort and strength, wittabhkfull heart for His Fatherly Care over us all.

We are hoping to see you before Christmas, the Lord willing, and if not, hoping you may
have a Blessed Joyfullhrigmas and a Happy Blessed Newar.el was to Gertrude
Tuesday, and Wednesday to society, and they had letters of some of the boys, thanking
thesociety for the nice boxes they had received, and was wondering and hoping, they
might have sent you onbecause it makes me feel bad to think | have not sent you any,
thinking and hoping you might be home anytime, and you thought | better not send it.
We | | my boy, we are al|l real well, and pa is
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very well. Canthink of very much more news, hoping you may receive it in good health
and strength, pretty near and almost on your way home. With much love to you, From
Mother Father and us All. Mother

| am looking for your check today or tomorrow. Gov. check.

A Rerm to Sendet2/17/4%

A Christmas card was mailed Dec. 8, 1948erry Christmas Son. Inside it was signed:
John, Expect to see you, Happy New Year, Happy Blessed New Year. Mother Father and
us All.

i R e ting to Wnited States. Forward to 1025 HeléenS 12/ 30/ 450

Fran Hemmes

1115 Baldwin

A Christmas card, signdaly Ethel Hemmes. On the back she wrote: Hi Johnny, coming

home soon. Supposey® | | be the liasstovoenre, iins.nOlthe twarwh e

doing over there? Will be looking fgou s@mn. Just a friend, Ethéelemmes

ARet urn 12/21/4Bender

Dec. 13, 045

My Dear John

| am going to start your letter any way, because it is wednesday night already, because it
seems | cant think of very much news to tell, seeing the main thoughtspesldre

every day that you may be coming home, any day, and | have not sent you any thing but
letters, where | wanted to send you different things all the time, either some good things
to eat, or otherwise to read, well big boy, | am just consoling mykalf you may enjoy

them when you may get home again. | always wanted to send you the banner, because
the boys all say that they enjoy it so much, and so do I. Do you ever see any there? Or do
you get good reading things from the church,yaid get anyChristmas box yet from
anywhere? Alright big boy, keep up good hopes, and when you return, | hope you surely
may enjoy things. Well John we are having very nice winter weather at present, there is a
little snow on the ground, butig quite cold at prgent, the thermometer was about 15
degrees early this morning the paper is saying, but it was a nice bright day, you know it
wont be winter wuntil next week, it donot
so near already. We are all real well, Bercame down with the mumps tuesday, but he
feels pretty good, but gets tired. Sunday afternoon the family came over awhile and
wanted to know if we could come over after church, as Aunt Dienie and Uncle Tom were
coming over too, and we all had a vergenevening visiting together. Last week

thursday we got your letter and checks, and your gov. checks Saturday, and we got a nice
letter fromHeersema, Saturday too. Ohgegot your Christmas card and have sent you
one, and a little letter last Frid&yo. | had thought of having Gertrude and family over

here for Christmas, but she would much rather have us come over there for the dinner and
the day as it is such a job to get the children ready to go out, as they would rather stay
home to enjoy theirngsents, and she said if you were home, you would like to come over
there too. Surely hoping you mée here if it can be. | guess Barbara has been too busy,
an over done,l& is in the hospital, for a good rest, as she has had trouble with her
stomach ad if affected her heart, but she feels maakierand better, but she has to take
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it easy forquite a long time hoping theokd may resore health and strength, so that she

may go to her home upstairan Charles st. which she has furnished so nicelgve not

see Aunt Maggie for quite a while, but Barbara said she was over there to see her last
Monday. There are a good many boys home, but there are many more boys that will be
expecting to come home yet. Hoping big boy that you may have a nice tripgcoatk

from across. Hoping and praying that our Heavenly Father may protect and care for us all
and that we may meet each other in health and strength, rejoi@ng enother, to His
Honerand Praise. Well John, the points or O.P.A. stamps are edirdisued on all

things now, so we can get all the meat vegetables butter cheese fruit wewaihtve

pay for them, but cant get no suginless another stamp is doe 5 Ibs about once a

month. | was real short on it, bMrs. Roetmarand Alma havesome tcspare, so |

bought 5 Ibs of Alma, she is home here with her mother Mrs. Roetman, as she is married,
and has a little baby boy with her, and her little girl abedty@ars, her husband is in the
navy. Pearls husband, Smitty Gary, is expected ramgteme with his discharge papers,

all men with three or more children, do not need to serve anymore, and Marie and
children have gone to live south near where her husband John Bouterse is serving in Fort
Leavenworthheis doing some kind of office worlkie he had at home here. Well my

boy | cant think of much more news, so will close for this time, Hoping you may receive

it in good health andtrengthand of good couragépthin mind andbody, trustingin the

Lord to guide and direct your ways at athés. Well sonhoping b see you one of these

days soq, the Lord willing | 61 | close for t hiFsomMothee . Wi t h
Father and us All. Mother

John out-processedat Camp Atterbury, Indiana on 28 Dec 1945 and depending on
the train schedules got home either the 28or 29th of December 1945Most likely
John arrived in Grand Rapids on Saturday, the 24'.

1946

John wrote this | etter to the Heersema famil
Jan 26, 1946

Dear Heer semaos

Its about time | vas dropping you a letter. So here goes. Well, every thing seems to be

going pretty well around here lately. | went back to work this week. So no more laying
inbedtilll0orllo 6 cl ock i n t he mo tomgetwmpgbolit6é:15 Arvie . Now
and goto work. This morning it was very cold. | should say pretty close to zero (0)

There is snow all over and still cold out. Just got back from work. Have sent you some

parcels and let us know if you get them. A few days ago sent one my sister hagbmade

So if you see an address on one of them you
name on it will be fABoeremao.
We | | there isnét much to report from this en
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fiReturning to United States. 2/ 46 . Forward to 1025 Helen St.
Ter Neuen 2f'Jand 4 @rittén in English)

Dear Friend,

It is a long time we heard some thing from you. Are you yet in France. We hear from

the people that the group that were here, are in France. Or are you with leave to your

home, but it is a long journey to go and return to America.

Here all is well. It was cold a few days ago en we have had and some of us were

ill, but they are better now. Every winter many men are ill and it was not so serious.

And how are you and your elders. | have written your mother but we did not receive a

|l etter back. And | d o n ttime yowoo Iwl thedgbt itwaga s wr i t t
|l who wrote a |l etter but it doesndt matter.
en we thank you very much. And now we hope to receive again a letter from you.

My son did not get succeed in buying a bgkeFhere are too many persons who will

buy and we live in a corner of our country. So it is not easy and we must wait till it is our

turn.

We have now eggs. If you were here you could eat an egg from our hens. ltis the first

time that we have eggs from our own hens. Before the war we could buy eggs enough

and | had no time, to go to the farmers for corn and the eggscheap enough and we

could buy them in every shop.

There is revolution in East Indies and that is the end of the wars. You have written in the
papers | think how ourountry is ruined by the Germans. It is the most ruined of all the

countries of Europe. We cannot buy in the shops what we will. It is very difficult to get
something. We must have coupons for clothes en we can ask for them. Then there is no

café, afew cigarettes.

My son is working here in a bakery. One of the assistants was sick.

And how are you. Alwaysusy with cooking, brassingour clothes and walking?

We hope soon to receive a letter. Yours, H. Heersema

TerNeuzen 8 Feb 1946 (written in English)

Dear John,

| dondt know i f you have recedwétd khewl asttl
were at your home. But you are glad to be at home than in a camp. | congratulate you

that you are with your father and mother in your own country.

| thank you very much for what you send ®hut it is too much. We can use it all and

the cigarettes are for our John for his wedding day. When he has a bakery, he will mary.

| believe it will not last a long time. He has seen a shop and is number two. When the

first is not ready, it is his ta. It is always a disappointment for him. Itis as you when

you were in TerNeuzen. There were many soldiers who went to their country and you

must stay here in at LeHavre. But suddenly was it your turn. Now when it is also with

our John, other perssrave first a shop, at last it is his turn. He will also be very glad.

In the paper we have read the names of many Dutchmen, especially from Groningen. |
dondét know the families. Most of them went
were growrup. At that time a cousin went to Chicago. His name is Huister. | believe

that he is dead.

Is it always striking in America? Did younfil work? It is always other thing than the
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work of a soldier especially the last year. But you are young and strong. Itis a long
time, you have had your work and it is strange to begin.

We have not had strong winter, some onces could d$tata few days en we had a few

days snow and now we have always storm and rain. Itis not so very cold and the people
are glad, for there are not many coals for the stove.

Our ralbits are always behind the house andhaee also hens. They leggs and so |

need not to go to a farmer for eggs. It was often a disappointment and many times | came
home without eggs. We get now more food than in the time when you were here, but not
as the time before the war. What did your father say? Did you learn many Dutch words
or only the words before you came here? It was always difficult for you to understand
Dutch and I think it is always the same.

You can now go to church. Was it not a little strange to hear your old preacher?

Many thanks for all you have done. With kind regards to you and your family.

H. Heersema

February 8, 1946Translated from Dutch)

Terneuzen

Dear Hazenberg Family,

How you surprised us and at the same time shamed us! Twaglayge received a

package. What a joy that was! And yesterday another package. This made us
embarrassed. We are extremely thankful, but this is too much. We can certainly find
good use for everything. The last five years we have been unable toylingnand

even now there is very little available. This week was the first time we could buy a skein
of wool in the store. At 6 o0clock in the n
9:30 there were 300 in line. The store did not open untl ®0c | o ¢ k . Go stand i
three hours! Even if you wait that long, by the time your turn comes they are all sold out.
Here we had a timely liberation, but the boys were in Rotterdam. There they suffered
much hunger. With the boys everything tutrmeit good, but they had to work hard to

get a little to eat. Out of need my oldest son had to trade in his overcoat for some
potatoes. Another coat of his was stolen. Now you understand why the coat you sent
was so welcome. Who knows how long it wélke to buy another one? And then the
worse off will get priority. They are extremely expensive. The war emptied all our
savings and the wages are very low that very little can be purchased. In addition, in May
they are expecting a baby, so it remaautmt is to be seen. My brother has already sent
some baby clothes. Fortunately they are receiving some help. Now he has experienced
another bad day. During the war days he had rented a cart from a friend. The Germans
took the cart away from him and negt it back. He was the responsible person and

had to pay the friend for the cart. Repaying his friend will no doubt be a small amount,
but it will be another burden. You want to help someone and then this happens.

It is an awful time. The war isagsed, but now what? We have a national debt of 20
billion guilders. The taxes are becoming enormous. All we do is work for the national
debt. And then we have the war in Indonesia, and that costs more money. We have
become an extremely poor peoplg,yau no doubt already know how much they have
taken away from us. The warehouses are empty; many factories were moved to
Germany, and then the terrible suffering. In Groningen and Friesland many people were
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shot and killed. There is almost no familyt sorrowing the death of a loved one. Of all

the occupied countries, our Netherlands suffered the most. Even now many mass graves
are discovered, and many are still missing after they fled to Russia and nobody knows
what happened. Some of our peoplelwarger the impression that we are under the
judgment of God, but most of them are not. All they do is dance and visit the theaters,
and the church remains empty. May that change! Then we will have a future.

Now, dear friends, hearty greetings and aghanks.

Mrs. H. Heersema

TerNeuzenritten in English)

1% March 1946

Dear John,

We all thank you very much for all you sent us. It was the third packet we received. |
thank also your mother for what she sent us. The tabacco was very goodhbhsttee t

have teday. Before the war we had the best tabacco and the best cigars of the world. It
was cultivated in the East Indies but there is still war and now we have tabacco from
other countries and from our own and it is not so best.

A fortnight agowe had nearly bought a bakery but our John was no. 2 and the first man
got it. Itis very pity for him. My brother in Redlands wrote: Come here in Redlands and
you can begin. There are 18,000 inhabitants and 3 bakers. But he cannot speak English
and sotiis very difficult to begin. In summer it is very hot there and then work in a
bakery when it is more that 100 degrees. |think it is better in Grand Rapids. He is
always at home and waits for a bakery.

It was very interesting to read your missionaapers. We are very thankfull to read that

in Jan. every day 500 parcels were sent to our people. We thank God that He will help us
and that so many people in America will send us parcels. Many missionaries are killed in
our East Indies and others hawdfered much. One missionary van Es is married with a
woman from TerNeuzen. Her elders live here on the Scheldekade. They and their four
children are alive and arrived in Amsterdam but they were too tired and too feeble to
come here.

It is difficult to travel here. The boats and the trains were stolen or ruined and as you
know, all the bridges. My wife and Janny were in Rotterdam at my eldest son. From
here they could go with an auto but when they returned they must go by train, by autobus
and boat.There were many travelers and it was very difficult and uncomfortable but the
war is over now and we hope that it will be soon better.

When | see the paper Holland Home, | see many names from Holland especially from
Groningen and Friesland, but I did neesamy name.

Have you found work? | hope so.

Thank you very much for all and we think of the evenings you was here.

With healthy greetings to all of you, H. Heersema



1 March 194§Translated from Dutch)
Terneuzen
Dear Friends!

My husband is writing letter to your son, so | will write a note to you because |
canodét write English too well nor speak it.
developed between us and we have never seen each other. What a beautiful time it was
when your son andthers came here. We think and talk about it often.
| thank you heartily for your love that we have received. Total strangers we are to you,
yet you have given so much love. We are humbled by it, and what have we done to
deserve it? This week | carheme from Rotterdam, where my oldest son lives. They
are expecting their first child in May. She is terribly malnourished and that is now
ravishing her body. She often falls and is terribly weak. There is very little muscle or fat
onher. Wenowhavehi ckens and are saving the eggs fo
ourselves. The stores are still empty here, so you can understand how happy she is with
all this. Jan is still at home and is happy with the smoke shop called Jan Cigarette, so you
know the est. | still remember your son once said pas op (be careful) as well as smeerlap
(person you cannot trust/a dirty person). But now he is with you again, and | am sure he
would not want to go back to those times. Now | must quit, and again, my heaky tha
and a hearty handshake. Please write again soon. Do you still have that good tasting
coffee? Your son will know what | mean. It tasted so goae really enjoyed.

Yours,
C. Heersma, Jan, Nell & Jantje

March 5, 194G Translated from Dutch)

Terneuen
Dear Hazenberg Family,
Since I am at home by myself tonight, itbds a

you? No doubt very happy that your son is home. How he will be spoiled! Mother went

with my sister for a few weeks to Rotterdam to my stdeother. That is really

somet hing when she | eaves. 't hasndét happen
care of us and she cannot take it if others are neglected and she feels others have not done

it right. But since Pete often asked her tmepshe finally went, and so Father, Jan and

myself, the three of us stayed behind. We got a lot of work done when | went to the

office, and the rest | did at home. Jan cooked the meals, since he is unemployed and the

baker can do everything. We hadh&tfor supervisor. During that time we received

your package. Father, no doubt, has already written you. We were very happy with it

and again thank you. The postman brought it
with it in the kitchen. | had gncoat on already to go to work, but | was so nosy about the

package that | could not resist the temptation to be there when it was opened, and | was

15 minutes late at work. How happy we were with everything. The peas were extremely

welcome because veagéles are almost unavailable. The calendar we have hung in the

living room so that when we have company we can say what a beautiful calendar you

sent us. We are proud to say itodés an Ameri c
never knew Michgan was so beautiful when compared to our country. Jan was also very
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happy with the cigarettes and cigars. Afterwards we found out that he had secretly
written you for them and thought that was
notmenoned it to me at all because he knows
It continues to be problematic for him to buy a business. Several times he thought he was
in luck, but someone else had priority. There are too many buyers and not enough to buy.

| f vy roouirdte eniddle of the country, it becomes very difficult to buy a business, and

to develop a new business is not allowed. You cannot add a new bakery to existing ones.
He now has all his certificates but cannot go beyond that. Uncle wrote him from

Readlands that if he any inclination to start a business in Redlands, it has 18,000 residents
but only three bakeries. He could easily start there. Jan had real interest to go there, but
Mother finds it so terrible for him to go away and will tohold him back, | think. Jan

asked whether | would go with him to help in the business, but | said if Father and

Mot her also go with us. |1 6m eager to see
that want to go to America, but our government is not gipirgr mi ssi on even t
approved by America

Next week | will go for several days to Rotterdam and April 1 | will start a new job at an
office in a bank. It is quite easy to get an office job here since there is a shortage of

skilled personnel. Thinggr endét really |l ooking up in our
many years to get on top again if we can
that will not happen, | think.

On a regular basis many Hollanders are coming from India (Indgneédiahave they

suffered also and came from the boat with nothing along except the clothes they could
wear. An acquaintance of mine whose daughter is married to a missionary came over

from India with five children. They were so emaciated they coulth@oecognized

anymore. So many people died there as martyrs.

Your mission paper and the other papers were read by Father and me from cover to
cover, and found them very nice. We come
sure these Hollanders havga@od time with each other. What a beautiful building that
Holland Homeis, and it even has a little windmill in front of it. In foreign countries they
just dondét know the Netherlands without a
letter. If you hae time, please write me back.

Hearty greetings,

Nell

Rotterdam, 243-46( 2 1 Ma .rTarslatéd4rém Dutch)

J W Heersema

Nesserdyk 53A

Dear Hazenberg Family,

| must first heartily congratulate you with the safe homecoming of your son John. Itis a
great privilege to come out of the war alive while so many others were casualties and are
to be mourned. We have all experienced so much, especially those who were persecuted
by the occupiers with hunger, persecution and concentration camps. We experienced
much hunger also. Personally | was in Rotterdam all that time and lost total contact with
my parents and family because they were already liberated in September 1944 while we
wereonly in the beginning of May 1945. Terrible things happened in that iate,
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fortunately we all survived it. Therefore, for us it is a great privilege to enjoy the free
world again. Immediately following the liberation | went home (Terneuzen), where it
was a great joy to see each other again after so much suffering.

After alittle while | found a package of photos that appear to be from John. We were
able to contact your son again and we shared a real joyful evening together. We noticed
immediately that he felt right at home. It was so nice that he came from a Christian

fami | y, somet hing you dondét experience much w

receive packages from you in Terneuzen, and want to heartily thank you. We are really

touched by i1it, and every time itots la aamrdtl |

write him personally since | canét do it
plan to go to America since there is very little future for me here. It will take some time
yet since it is not so easy. | am at present 28 yea@olém engaged with a girl from
Rotterdam. We would love to be married soon, but since we have nothing for house or
furniture, so we will have to postpone it for a while. In the past, before the war, you
could get everything. But today, you still nég2]000 guilders to start, and then you do

not have enough. For bedroom furniture you still have to pay 2,600 guilders, and it

i n

wasnot even that much before the war. And s

pill owcases you c aneiveda packetrdrongaecousirhoémire in I
America with some flour bags which my fiancé will make into sheets, and that will do for

ust

us. I hope that you will send me some mor e.

for more. Maybe it is not easy foinmto get them. Even this week we received a packet
from your daughter, and | want to take this opportunity to thank her, because we are
extremely grateful to receive these packages from strangers. It has been a long time since
we have received a letttom John. Ask him if he will write some time because Father

will read them to me in Dutch, which | can understand better than English, obviously.
Once more, thank you for the cigarettes. They sure tasted good and they are very scarce
here. Greeting®tall, and especially to John

From Johndéds friend, Jan

J W Heersema

Nesserdyk 53A

Rotterdam

Terneuzen Apribth 1946(Translated from Dutch)

Dear friends,

We have received your letter and also two parcels from BoeMwouaasked in your last

letter that,f you sent us something that we could not use, to give it to someone else.

With great pleasure and great gratitude. Do you know whaostiied most: the small

middle classThey would like to present themselves decently and are totally exhausted.
Thereis for instance a widow here with three children. She tries her best and still they are
having a hard time. By the way, | need only ask the minister and he knows addresses.
We are greatly thankful for your sam-laws two parcels. | have written him aftee

received the first parcel, and now the second has arrived. There was a newspaper on top
with a caricature: now, we do not look like these people yet, that are portrayed on it. We
luckily do not die from starvation. That time is over. Our Jan did coom Rotterdam

last year and was totally exhausted. Long time he was unable to do anything, it was not
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only from hunger, but also the nerves have suffered a lot. In constant fear of being
arrested or shot to death, a man cannot stand for a long time veléettadistances of 60
km (37.5 miles)n foot to fetch food. Daily he had to watch out for airp&fliterally:
flying machine¥ because the English shot at everything that dared walk on the main
roads and at night the Germans sometimes shot. Aboveteay young man had to
report to go to work in Germany so there was always danger.

Once he was, with seven others, at el even 00
in a farmerds barn. The barn was lacked. For
mi dni ght, and they managed to escape through
his bike as fast as he did then. You understand what an ever present fear to stay out of the

(concentration) camps. Three times, a bicycle was stolen from him, drldesglare no
bicycles for sale.

But we can be thankful that we all managed to stay alive, but life still is not what we
expected it to be after the war. Everything is still scarce. Slowly though things are getting
better, but there ishoso little availdle. So much has been damaged by the war, our
country has been plundered empty and so much has been destroyed. The city of
Groningen is also very damaged. The town of Holwierde near Delfzijl is totally
destroyed. Appingedam is also damaged severely for paos. In Holland (provire)

near the coast it is terrible: Den Haag, Rotterdam and other places. It is indescribable.
The rebuild is taking an awful long time. There are shortages of materials and the
workers have been spoilt by the Germans. It usée taigh wages and doing nothing,

but that cannot remain the case. The will and lust to work has vanished for many.
Spiritually we have deteriorated and God comes with his punishment. Who leaves the
Lord has woe upon woe to fear, and that also applidgetettimes. It is to be hoped that
people learn to appreciate that.

My brother wrote that Dr. Hoeksema disagrees with Prof. Schilder, and ferociously
challenges him. | believe th&childer proclaim®rof. Hagens his theories more.

Will you thank BoeremaRecei ve from al l of us kind regar
were glad to receive everything, thank you. Everything was most welcome, my husband
was very pleased with the tobacco.

Should you be sending something again, please send some peanut butter.

To all, thank you.

Best regards.

H. Heersema
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Following is the wedding invitation to Jan Heersema wedding:

jan C)(Qillem gﬁeersema )

dgeréluz @laezina %reealéié

geven U kennis ovan hun vsoorgenomen

/muwclﬁ‘, waarsan de oollrcL‘ing Q)Cﬁ
zal plaaés sinden op 19 jwu a.s.

<g<a‘rLel§Le. inzegening des n.m. 3 uur,
in de garel. Kerk ﬂuemw C@osnoordia
te Rotterdam (O), door den el
Lorw. Heer Ds. Th. Delloman.

qerneuzen, Soheldekads 46
@oéfenlam, Wesserdijh 53a

22 Mei 1946.

Receptic Fernsuzen: 5 Juni oan 7.30-9.30,
by Lunchroom Koene, Woordstraat.

June 18, 1946Translated from Dutch)

Grootegast

Dear Friends,

We thought about writing you a letter. You will doubt think, a léer from the

Netherlands? Where does that come from? So | will let you and youkwife. This

winter we received a letter from Bert and Nellie Hares that you are with them in Grand
Rapids. That was a miracle because Nellie is my cousin. | haviflyucousins and

three male cousins and an uncle. Earlier my Father had a brother and a sister, but they
are both gone. My uncle and aunt in America are also gone. Uncle Willem is still there,
and we wrote each other often when the parents werewstili.| But that all ended when

the war came, because everything changed. The war restricted everything as to what you
could do in our country. Our land is completely robbed and murdered and everything
was sold by ration coupodsvhich meant little breadnd less fuel. We were always

happy when Saturday came and we received new coupons. There was no shortening,
except for cheap cooking oil. | said to my boys the moffen (Germans) ate the good stuff.
Yes, if you were only here to see what happened awdekerything went, you would
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realize how many young men were murdered in the concentration camps in Vugt, near
Ammersvoort, where they were first brought, and most of them never came back again
because they were brought to their death there and othershatreEven in the village

of Grootegast five were killed. Our nedoor neighbor, H. Top, was shot in bed. What a
good man he was! No doubt you will remember him from the past. His son for whom
they came was in hiding, and because they could nohfindthey shot the father as well

as the mayor of the village of Oldekerk, who also was murdered and his body was found
on the other side of Groningen in a mass grave with 26 others. And in Westerborg 15
from Marum wer e bur i e dvydufindautwhat bapperedta v e . Th a
t hem. But we dondét hear anything from that
night! Friday evening in Sebaldeburn the bombs completely destroyed a house and
severely damaged the drawbridge where Reges Van Hoogamaléngt. He was so

unnerved that it took him three years before he dared to go across it again even with a
bus. Then Garkeurken was also bombed on Saturday afternoon. Our house just shook.
Our son, Hank, was in bed. | said to Hank to get out of tresrause | thought they

would bomb our house too. But we were not involved in it any further. But then came

the forced labor digging trenches, and our oldest had to do that like a dog on the other
side of the city of Haren. Our Jan stayed home. He vegsidiified, and after that they

never came here again although he left for two nights because we were warned of raids
when the moffen (Germans) would come to pick him up. Those were fearful nights and
we had little sleep. Other night there was the féauming airplanes which fell nearby,

but the war is fortunately over. And the national socialist supporters are fortunately
behind barbed wire at Nuis, where they built a camp for Nazi sympathizers from
Grootegast and other sympathizers. | trust thélyr@ceive just punishment, those

rascals. Now we can sleep in peace again, and in America our family was fearful about
how we were, and we about them, but the Lord spared us all, as we celebrated this week.
All the churches in our country had atharksgi ng service and a chil dr
In Oldekerk and here everything is still the same, but Oldekerk is changed because
Oldekerk became a town since we lived there. It has a new parsonage and great changes
and the community has progressed so nthaheven our pastor changed and moved to
Zuidlaren, where he also died. All the change included a paved road and new houses.
Peter Leunstra and wife have died and their son, Jacob Leunstra has already retired. He
had his auction sale and sold all tleeve and now lives in Niezyl, where he still farms

with a cousin of my husband, Attje De Boer, whom you no doubt know. She is in very
poor health, full of rheumatism so that she cannot move and they have to carry her to bed
and take her out again. She widow since her husband died a few years ago and still

has two children at home. The rest are married. |thought about stopping by there
sometime, but that is as far as it has come. Itis too far to walk, and | have to pace myself
too. | have been d@m the last five months and must live carefully and not overdo. Then
our son Hank who was in hiding for five years has been in the hospital because he suffers
from epilepsy but is able to get around a bit if he is careful. We are thankful that he is

still with us because he is such a pious young man. According to Nellie, your son is also

engaged. When youdre facing your marriage e
come, as | have experienced with Hank, but the Lord gives strength according to each
oneds needs to carry our worries. You have

passed away and also a daughter, but we do not know what happened to the widower
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because he had moved away. There were two daughters, but we do not know what

happend to the widow because she moved away from here. Her daughter was my
brotherds daughterdos best friend, and vVvisite
too. She was so ailing that it did not seem very promising. She always had stomach
problemsand all she did is lay around and sleep. She is regained her health and has been
married for several years already and has a child, a boy seven years old. She was already

dating when she was still sick. &¢auset hought ,
the future didndédt | ook good, but no, they fe
reasonably good now. The girl al ways had a

we will write about that later. But the clothing needs are still lserd,you have extra,

please send it here. We have a need for underwear. We have two boys, they youngest
26, the oldest 30. We had packets come to the village from America for distribution,
including coats and curtains, but we stood in line for fourdtmget something. By the

time you get there the bags are empty. In March it is very cold here, and because of my
health | cannot stand in line for four hours; | would be sick the next day again, so if you
could send directly some underwear of largees and other clothing, that would be so

much appreciated by all of us. We are extremely thankful for the two packages of food
and two packages of clothing that were sent to us. We hear things are real good in
America. Bert and Nellie write that yourchuy everything you need there, but here in
Groningen you come to empty stores. | went there last week but the stores are empty and
the city was so badly bombed that the streets were all gone. If you and your wife would
ever see this you would not bmle it. But we are thankful we survived. We here there

are grain ships coming in and also sugar, but there are major strikes in Amsterdam, so
these boats have been redirected to other countries. Recently it happened again when a
boatload of bananas canweport, but they would not unload it, so the boat went back to
Denmar k with its | oad. Our son Hank |l oves t
we were able to get some oranges, which we have not had for a long time. But they were
good for him andhis illness. In the morning | give him a plate of oatmeal porridge, but
thatos all we can get for him, The doctor ¢
we have some. But | am fearful that things will get worse in the future, but there is not
muchwe can do about it. You asked about on what side of Grootegast we live, we live

on this side of the drawbridge, next to the family of Den Heer, who were no doubt living
there when you lived here. We have our own new house that my husband built because
he is a carpenter by trade. We have an orchard behind us with apples and peaches. It
looks like a good crop, but last year we had nothing. We are getting older, my husband is
68 and | am 62 and find it difficult to pick the fruit, so we rent it ouhak been a long

letter, so | am ending now. | hope we will hear back from you as to how you are doing
and your family and your married chil dren.
64 years old.

Greetings from your friends,

Allandus Nicolai and Atje Nicolai Noordhuis

PS, I will enclose our address

Allandus Nicolai

A 108 Grootegast

Province Groningen,

Nederland
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TerNeuzen, July 18, 1946 (Translated from Dutch)

Dear Hazenberg family,

|l tds been a while since we ,lhwvdltalethseard from e
opportunity to share a few things. Our Jan was married June 19 at Rotterdam. We had a
wonderful wedding. In the morning they were married in City Hall, that was quite a

business. It looks like a marketplace in the hall. 80 coupdes married. Ten couples

at a time went into the wedding hall. There was no dignity to it before and after the

ceremony. The cars were an hour late, and we were happy to be in a different
surrounding again where it @surhowsaveas rfotbig . They
enough. After lunch the church wedding ceremony was held. The minister spoke from

the text Psalm 23:1, fiThe Lord is my shepher
we would see things a lot different and live more peacefoéigause then we would trust

in the care of the Lord. In the evening we had a nice wedding reag@ptiasas lively,

but nothing unusual happened. Jan asked me to enclose a photo showing himself and his

bride as well as the bridesmaids. That picturaeant for John. John added to the joy of

the evening by sending cigars and cigarettes, and now he will receive this photo as a

thank you.

Jan is presently not a baker, but has become a dealer in bakery materials. He has a
business in Nymegenandismared, but still canodworldget hi s o
these days. Here in Tdeuzen 10,000 population, some 500 families live together

because of the housing shortage. Some even live in barns and other families in war

bunkers. Some live in chickeonaps.

A few months ago | went to Groningen. That city center around the big church was

extensively damaged. The city hall and the Martini Tower are still standing. The

Ebbinge Street, some 30 houses were totally destroyed as well as all the htheses in

Botering Street and everything in between. No doubt you remember these areas from

your past. The Scholten house is also gone. But beyond that the damage is not so bad.

A niece of mine is a teacher in Oldekerk and she told me that they had a mayor

Hazenberg. No doubt thatds related to you f
|l tds getting to be a little better in our <co
being built, but they candét get | umber yet.

getting more and more pdepespecially from Indonesia. When the situation

normalizes, they plan to return to Indonesia. Our little country has more than nine

million inhabitants. | think our country is the most densely populated in Europe, with the
result that everything is é&emely expensive and, no doubt, that will last for a while yet.

In the church the controversy continues. A minister from Groningen, Rev. Van Dyke,
traveled to America to get the churches on his side. He claims that anyone who has made
profession of fdh is a true believer, and it is terrible that a preacher dares to preach on
selfe x ami nati on. Our formularies talk about h
The times have gotten better. If only that were true!

Wishing you hearty greetingsa@lo d 6 s bl essi ngs,

H. Heersema
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TerNeuzen 18 July 194Qwritten in English)

Dear John,

Here is a foto for you. At the wedding day of our John we thought of you. You sent him
cigars and cigarettes. We could not buy them here and we thank you veryomuch f

them. We have had a pretty day in Rotterdam. John is married now, but he can not get a
house. Perhaps we all go to Nymegen. It is the only way to get a house other people in
our house en we all there. It is not as pleasant old ones and younggethsitin one

house, but it is the only way to come in Nymegen.

We have had this few warm days it is always wind and rain. It is not so pleasant, but we
hope that the beautiful days soon come. The summer is such a short time here.

| read in the newspapéhat millions soldiers are at work in America. Is striking over?

Here in the harbor of Rotterdam was also striking but many volunteers have helped to
discharge the ships. But now it is over. Many houses here are repaired and the streets are
cleanerhan in the time you were here. Painting a house is very dear. The fruits and
vegetables are also very dear. One must earn much money at this moment to buy
something. But the war is over and we hope that it is soon over in the East Indies.

And you are awork. | think it likes you better than in the army.

With many greetings, yours sincerely,

H. Heersema

The following letter 1is fr odhelbof#&yomihg, Johnods w
lllinois.

Sept. 23, 1946

Hi John,

| wasmore or less surprstoday vien | receive your packages. Just as soon as | seen the

return address, | knew what it was. Thanks a lot, oh kid.

We | | I t 6 s b exawe have seenregch athermBoy i we do, we surepwill

on a big one Anyhow, weaint over thersweating the bullets out. That means a lot to

all of us. Boy, | would like to see the old gang again. | bet we could really shoot the

bull. How about it, oh chap.

On the §' of Oct Iwill be out of the army. That was one of my happier days. If there

ever was one | guess you can say the same thing.

| sure have been getting around ever since |
giving me a hard time. But | can take it. How about you. | bet you are doing OK your

self.

Well John, how is thevorld treatingyou by this time? | have been rather busy since |

have gotten back. You know how it is, trying to keep up the night work.

|l just heard the | atest news. Oh, it doesné
better. How about it.

Well John, | guess | will sign off for now. | hope yoe @n the best of health. | hope to

see you in the next hundred years. So in th
Your old pal, Willie

P.S.Write when you have a little timd will do the same.
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Sunday, Oct. 20, 194@ranslated from Dutch)
Dear Hazenberg Family,

|l tds been some time already that we | ast

you, but because of the business | always postpone it until now because | am by myself
and it is a nice time to write you. How are you all doing? | must thank you for a nice
letter and the picture of your beautiful grandchildren, en? Are they all going to school
already? 1 still have a vague memory of how you all look. All are Dutdsfexcept

your sonin-law. He looks to be a foreigner.

(How funny! Nell Heersemss referring tomy
father,CharlesBoerema, whapeaks Dutch, and
isDutchasshé 6 m t he BORby,

Jan (my youngest brother) was married in June, s
and because die serious housing shortage is -~
living with us here. They have three rooms
upstairs, although his work is in Nymegen, so that he comes home every weekend.
Otherwise we would have been forced to take in other people because of the housing
shortage. It isnandatory for us to take in others, so others would be living with us, so it
is better that Jan and his wife are living with us because they are not strangers. The
houses are so full that it causes much quarreling between families. Construction of
emergncy housing is going extremely slow. | am enclosing a picture of the wedding of
Jan that we celebrated in Rotterdam. We are just exiting the church. Pete and his wife
who live in Rotterdam are in front, and behind them my sister Jantje and myself. Joh
will no doubt still recognize us. We had a nice wedding. They had invited all the
nephews and nieces, a total of 90 people. At city Hall we had to wait extremely long.
We stood for two hours in the line because 80 other couples were also waiting to b
married; ten at a time. That is a strange way of doing it. We are not used to that in Ten
Neuzen. Everybody seems to get married these days. Since they cannot buy any
furniture and housing is not available, | do not understand it.

Since the middlef April | am working in a new office at a bank. Five of us girls work
there and 11 men, and weodre still short
and Saturdays, and only Sunday is off, giving us the only chance to write.

Our pastor went tbJlrum (Groningen), so every Sunday we have a different minister

preaching. Let s hope we will soon have

Ten Neuzen since it is so isolated. We
Sundays we have a lot of chpiractice and plan to do a Christmas concert. This is sung

all in the German language, eight part, accompanied by violinists. Do you have a choir in

Grand Rapids? We just love to sing here.

The sister of our bank director lives in Akron, OH. Have goer been there? Oh yes, |
forgot to write you | became an aunt in May. My brother Pete had a baby girl, a first
grandchild.

This summer we have very I|little sunshine

not cold yet. This winter we shoube able to get more coal. Living costs in Holland are
extremely expenge more than four times higher than at the beginning of the war. Last
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week we had a DuteAmerican visitor at the bank to exchange his money. He came
from Washington and will be hererfthree weeks. We had many conversations already.
His family lives here in Holland. Traveling is extremely expensive, so he is more than
ready to go back to America again. Jan and a friend started a factory in Nymegen for
bakery supplies. They boughtar to service their customers, and it makes it much
easier for him to come here because with a train it takes so long and they are always so
full of people.

In the meantime, it has become bedtime, and | will close my letter. | hope you all will
recave this letter in good health. A hearty greetings to all from all,

Nell

Ten Neuzen, Nov. 6, 1948 ranslated from Dutch)

Dear Friends,

| will take this opportunity to pick up my pen since we have not heard from you for quite
a while. My husband and MNevrote you some time ago, and | wonder whether you

received those | etters. How are you doing?
itds so easy to postpone writing. Our ol des
Oss. Butthisterriblehesui ng shortage i s awful. They don

and child live in Rotterdam and he travels back and forth every Saturday and Monday
from Oss (Brabant) where he is boarding. Houses are being assigned by lot, so they hope
that this year thy may get one. Credit rating is difficult to get, and if there is something

for sale often your credit is not good enough. My daughté&aw is extremely nervous

and afraid they wondét get anything. Last ti
We are extremely happy we are able to get so
OK with you, please |l et us know and we will

little available here; we have to borrow everything from each other and acquastanc

Nobody has anything. The little one of my son is still wearing the material you sent, but

we just have enough. What a world we live in! There is a great dissatisfaction without

taking into account what has happened. Just to have a house. Qusotdéan, who

knows your son well, wasarried in June, has a business in Nymegen, does not have a

house, so he lives upstairs of us. After all, they need a roof over their head, so Jan travels

back and forth every Saturday and Monday. The saddess plaat in three months they

are expecting a baby. To be separated a whole week would be very difficult. He is doing

his very best to get a house or rooms, so he went to the minister for advice because we

dondt have anyt hi ngrehabproviting eabypadkels aiyymdre. and t he
So | ask you if you are able to buy somet hin
leave you with the worst impression, so | hope you may receive this letter and we may

soon hear back from you.

With many greengs from all of us to all of you,

Family Heersema
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1947

The following two | etters were sent to Char|l
sent packages to the Netherlands. The letters were wnttemglishby a Jacobvan
Schelt and his 18ear old sisteSini.

Dordrecht, 28 January 1947

Dear Mr. Boerema,

| have received your letter of 18 October 1946 and | thank you heatrtily for your beautiful
postcards. You have beautiful buildgig Grand Rapids, all constructed on American

wise, but déone the Ctiege isDutch. Please, due to being busy, | neglected to write
sooner. The weather is very cold, the road is covered with snow, treatigdull with

ice. This an iccier winter here in Holland, but, | hope, that the cold has gone qtiekly,

coal is here scarce. The miner does his best and he works voluntary on Sunday. Do you
known with Dordrecht? It is an old town, founded in the Middle Ages. We have a
beautiful Church, very old. The name of this Church is Goe&. L. Vrouwen Chrch.

(Ooze Lieva VrouweOur Ladyo6s €maure offour townrfwjthout tNe

figure of the old tower. The changes in this church are from many signification. They
have very fine carvavork and ideas of bible pictures. Dordrecht is the birth ptétiee
BrothersJohan en Cornelis de Wit. We have erecked a statue and there is a statue of Ary
Scheffer a painter. | shall send you a little book of Dordrecht, here can you read different
particulars. This book if from 10 years ago. | hope that youread the Dutch

language. Many factories we have here in Dordt. who manufacturing such as locks,

| amps, and so on. Al so we have Hesods stor e,
distuuk d. (I 6 m n o tJacebwas searehim@for. T loweala costum, who

bought in the days of 10 Mei 1940. This costum | wear 6 years. There are new costums,
in the black market, but we cannot pay. The price is 400 Dutch guilders. What for
religion have you! | am from the Reformed Church. We get hereaapneeting, that

your Dutch forefathers 100 years ago went to America. Can you write about the festal?
Every American has an auto, but every Dutchman has a bicycle before the war. After the
war we have no bicycle and no bands. The bicycle factiake foicycles again, but for

the export we have necessary @sen. Our country is poor, and it shall be always long
time before we are mended of the 5 years war and German occupation. At the moment
Nederland is in tension, Our Princess Juliana expdzby | hope a prince, we have all

3 princesses, and then we get a king. Enclose, you will find a letter of my sister. | ended
this letter again, and | hope that this letter liked you.

Yours truly,

Jacob van Schelt



Dordrecht, 28th Jamuary 1947.-

DEAR MR. BOEREMA,

I will also write to you a little letter, but I camnot
very good the English langusge. For many words I must
llook in my dictonary ! So I shall only make with you
a little talk.

My name is 8ini van Schelt. My bearth-day is 19 Febr.

1928, so I'm now 18 years old.

' My trade is type-writer. I'm working in an office-book-
shop. I am & member of the Reform Church. '
Last yea.r'we have had Rere a qroat meating of The Youth
for Christ Rally. Spencer de Jong was speaking over :
Zaohells , the tax-official. Don Devos song for us accom-
panied on the piano by Douglas Fisher. It was very fine.
Many young people came to Jesus Christ ! One of the

beautiful choirs was t Jesus Christ is the way, Jesus
Christ is the Truth, Jesus Christ is the Life and he
is mine, mine, mine. THE YOUTH FOR CHRIST is an Ameri-
can movement and arisen in Chicago. It is edified by
Dr. Torry Johnson. Is this movement kwam to you?

It is very cold on the moment. On: all ditches and ponds
the young people(and also the old) are skating. All is
white of snow. It is & merry sight.

Dear mr.Boerema, now you know a little of me. I hope you
will write again, as soon as you have time !

With many greatings,

Abso -
. Lok van Kot
F m./ , 2 1gytent

Lo atrie dof
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18 April 1947 (nvritten in English)

TerNeuzen

Dear John, | thank you very much for what you have done. It was too much. Our John
en Bep are now in Nymegen. We will go next week and see where they are dwelling. It
was a beautiful town, but there is much damaged. The Englislaked XNymegen but

could not take Arnhem. And so the English in N. and the Germans in Ar. Both the towns
are damaged and a shortage of houses. It was very difficult to get a house or better a part
of a house. John has an auto and visites the bakewdliog is products. In summer it

is nice, but not always in winter. This winter the roads are slippery in much snow. Some
roads were much damaged and it was forbidden for heavy trucks. My brother in
Redlands will go to Chicago in June to by brothelain, not so far from you as

California.

We have now fine weather, the flowers begin to flower but all is very late. We have our
little farm behind our house with hens and rabbits. In the days you came here a cat had
eaten up all the little ones but orieo you remember it?

What is your work now? All is better than being soldier. We have many soldiers in East
Indies. Now you are at home and Sunday you can go to church, but alle people speak of
peace but they think, it is possible that a war will cdor@®veen Russian and his friends
again America. | hope not.

God bless you and your family. Herrsema

April 18, 1947(Translated from Dutch)

TeMNeuzen

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hazenberg and Family,

It has been such a long time since we heard from you, butweoare ashamed because

all three packets and a letter just arrived. That is so much that we are embarrassed. We
are overwhelmed by your goodness. Hearty thanks for everything, but you are overdoing
it.

With us all is going well, fortunately. My wafhas a nerve problem in the arm. When

she lies in bed she finds it difficult to sleep. But we hope it will soon be better.

We had a terribly hard winter, the worst in 100 years, long and cold, but very little
heating coal. For several months we livedhe kitchen. Fortunately we were able to

buy a war surplus heating stove, a small little thing but you can burn everything in it, and
it kept us warm. The other rooms were cold, but we had no fuel. Oh well, the winter is
past and the last few days Wwad beautiful sunny spring weather. The farmers are busy

in the field again. For awhile it was too wet, too much snow and rain, but after a few
weeks of dry weather the fields are getting ready to be planted. You had a strong winter
too, we hear, but ftunately you had enough fuel. Here many people were totally

without it.

Jannie is busy with a puzzle but hasndt fini
that, but in the end it is beautiful. Friends of ours had a puzzle of the last supper on t
wall. It looks beautiful. The painter is Leonardo De Vinci, his masterpiece.

Much has been written about Michigan and Grand Rapids. Prof. Hyma spoke in our
country about Van Raalte at a centennial celebration. The first pioneers sacrificed a lot
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for their faith. It takes much faith and courage to remain standing against such hardships.
Thank goodness most of the people remain faithful to God and stand firm in their faith.
Fortunately the Gereformeede Church remained faithful after the cobiltaty the city

of Groningerthey lost many memberBut at the present we are just about at the same
membership as before the war.

In the big ciies Communism is on the risehey promise everything just like in the old
Roman times. Bre&dgames and theeople are satisfied. Fortunately we are

better off and know that at the end of this life it will be much b&ttarr heavenly
paradise. May our eyes be constantly focused on that!

With hearty greetings and best wishes,

H Heersema

April 18, 1947(Trarslated from Dutch)

TeMNeuzen

Dear Relatives, (or could be transl ated fDea
So itis my turn to write a few lines. What a surprise this week! Everything arrived and

it was so well packaged. | was so nosy | hardly had the patience to openkihgesad

wish | could shake your hand and hug you for all this. But thanks so much for

everything. We are now living in Nymegen, we love to see them and take it along. How

happy they will be. We wish you could be with us to share the occasion. Gefba

our oldest son will be orgearold May 23", and in July they expect a second one. And

Jan and Bep are expecting their first one in June. They both hope for a boy and name it

after their fathers. That would be Harm. My husband would be praiainfWhen you

write back again, it would be nice if your son and daughter would also write a few lines.

Everything is still bad here, and we can hardly buy anything because of the few ration

coupons available. What would we do without you? For thevillibe a real help to

have received so much from you. When the little one is born, we will let you know. If

we didndét do that we would be ungrateful. I
in my ar m. Nel | wr ot etimg. dan ana Beap lived witht us It ds b
upstairs for seven months. Now they are able to rent some rooms in Nymegen. Hearty

greetings from all of us and much thanks for your love.

Family Heersema

April 19, 1947(Translated from Dutch)

Nymegen

Dear Family Hazdmerg,

This week we received from mother the good news that your packages have arrived with
one for the coming baby. We are both so happy with the prospects that we cannot neglect
to write you a personal letter to thank you for it. Here it is hopelees.can stand in

Il ine for six hours and get nothing, and then
always get those.

And so how are you doing? And how about John? Give him our hearty greetings,
because unfortunately he cannot read this lettieiciwis too bad. We often think of him.
Yesterday Bertha still said what experiences this boy has had so far from home and
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Godbébs hand spared his |ife. That he coul d s
age, he must have a Groningen heritageegre they stand strong just like my father.

Four weeks ago we moved to Nymegen. We are fortunate to be able to rent several
rooms near the business, although we were happy at my parents also. But it became too
difficult to travel by train every weelotNymegen, leaving my wife all by herself. That

is not good. Just like you are not married. When you are married you have to live with
eachotheot her wi se it doesndét wor k. Did you rec
with my letter? Did John stilecognize us on the picture? | am sure he laughed, just like
he could really always do.

We saw him so often and found it unfortundiatthe was transferred from N&uzen so
quickly. Just like that he was transferred to France, the country of the Gusisnu

although the Communists are getting a strong foothold here too, which is too bad in our
little Christian Netherlands. | am sure you hear about it; it is not like it used to be.

And now the secession in the church with Professor Schilder angribd,St is really

tragic, because with each succession we have people falling away and real Christian life
is lost. And so everything seems to go slowly backwards. The only thing we can do is to
continually pray and work, and take a firm stand agaireste worldly trends.

How is it in Grand Rapids? Better than here? Please ask John to write us a letter too
sometime, and a picture of him or all of you. We would really appreciate that. That sure
would be nice, since we live so far from each otleehdar from him. America always

has been a strong pull for me. Unfortunately emigration has been outlawed. It is too bad

t hat emigration is so difficult and | imited,
and it is overpopulated.
Whatworks John doing these days? He i s still w

getting acquainted with a girl? He was busy at it at the time he was here, | thought.
Here the relatives are all healthy. So | will end my letter, and again, hearty thanks fro
my wife and myself. Greetings to all.

Goddés blessing from your
Bep & John

J W Heersema

Van Oldenbarneveltstraat 15
Nymegen

Rev. Schildewisited Grand Rapids, Michigari947.
He is in front of Boere
703 Eastern Ave. S®hi ch was my d

13¢



De Here gaf ons grote vreugde door de

voorspoedige geboorte van ons zoontje

Harm

J W. Heersema
B. C. Heersema-Breedijk

Vijmegen, 7 Juli 1047
v. Oldenbarneveltstraat 15.

Birth announcement from Jan and Bep Heersema

December 16, 194(ranslated from Dutch)

TemMeuzen

Dear Family Hazenberg,

It has been such a long time since we last heard from you. Time has flown by and we are
already standing at the end of the year. It will be around New Years that you will receive
this letter. We hope God will bless you in the New Year.

Recently | was at the Hoving family. He is a notary and come from Oldekerk, although
originally from Nietap He did not know what the name of his wife was, but they were
neighbors. Nice people. They are Netherlands Reformed. Maybe you still know the
parents. How did the centennial celebration go? Did many old Hollanders come to visit?
| 6 m s ur eeautiftl time.a@ur newspaper had a short report on it. And how was
Prof. Schilder received in America? He started a church here, and is fishing everywhere
for members. It is not going too well with that church. They thought most of the people
from theold church would join, but that did not happen. Some are following the
teachings of Heyns, but then some of the ministers are trying to encourage splitting in
two. They would rather see everything broken up and act as martyrs. | cannot appreciate
therr approach. But we are in the middle of the church conflict and its results.

The situation in our country is getting better, but it is going slow. Thousands of homes
were destroyed during the war, and reconstruction is extremely slow. There ise peopl
explosion, but emigration is not possible, so the difficulties are just piling on top of each
other. They are busy here with construction, but there is not yet a single house ready, and
they are built so small they will accommodate no more than twdgedpour

neighborhood a number of small emergency houses were built, but they still cost 12,000
guilders. Who can pay that? (In 1947 that would etg&$72,000. The average cost of

a new house in the U8 1947was $6,600. TFEverything is so expeiv, for example,

milk is 21 cents per liter. | still remember that just before the war we could get it for four
cents a liter from the farmer. And so it goes. Certain things we can get now, for
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example, furniture, but we do not buy furniture every dayt you do need milk and

vegetables every day. And wedre still sett]l

a lot of money. If the Netherlands pulls back the whole country will fall to the
Communists. These days they have a lot to say, ariRubsans are even worse than the
Germans were. When the Russians would enter a home in Germany the first question
was where was the wife. The wife better be hidden or she would be raped by the rogues.
That 6s Russian cul t ur @nded. Hete was blessethwmitta o ur
daughter and Jan with a son. But they live so far away from us. We tried to move closer,
but that effort was not successful. The only way to do that was an exchange of home.
We hope to visit them at the end of the yéafell, my paper is full again. Receive our

hearty wishes and Gododéds blessings for the

H. Heersema

16 Dec. 194 written in English)

Ter Neuzen

Dear John,

We wish you a happy Neuw Year. lItis along time ago you came here in the evening to
talk. How are you? Always alone? Or have you found &figgnhd for your life. Tell us
something. Ourahn lives now aNimegen en he has a little boy of about half a year.

He is very proud of his son. Every week he writes how heavy he is en how laegian

With his truck he rides from one baker to another to sell his wares. It is in summer finer
than in winter, when the roads are slippery and all is covered with ice and snow.

We are glad that the winter is not strong. We have had no ice nor $idewave had a

very dry summer and therefore the grass was singed en many fruits on the field became
dried and small. It was not a good year for the farmers and the vegetables are dear.
What do think of the future? War or peace? It is good that Ruslanad yet ready for

the war, else it wood be war time within a short time. Man proposes, God disposes. We
dondt know what His plans ar e aBelivrateadhee t i
men Every day one can read in the papers, how for htibmey one has died en other
striking and revolution in France and Italy. Here the man are calm and we have in our
country not SO many communists.

You are always on the same office? Ibéiter than to be soldier sa faom home.

Now write us a letteand write about you en your family and the feast of Grand Rapids.
With hearty geetings also to your family. HHeersema

This is the lag correspondence that was saved by John and his familyF
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7" ArmdDiv Statistics

This 60 page book wasipted by the Army right
after the war ended and distributed to the fellows. It
outlines the history of thé"ZArmdDiv from the

beaches of France in 1944, to reaching the Baltic Sea
in northern Germany in May, 1945. The last few

pages are for autograpl@idJohn has a number of !
signaturesSee page 162. FROM THE BEACHES

TO THE BALTIC

ENEMY DIVISION
ARMORED VEHICLES DESTROYED . . . . . ... .. 621 MILES TRAVELLED . . . . . . . . .- 2,260
ARMORED VEHICLES CAPTURED . . . . . . . . . . . . e e
MISCELLANEOUS VEHICLES DESTROYED . . . . . . . 2,653 2 S50i057 ROUNDS
MISCELLANEOUS VEHICLES CAPTURED . . . . . . . 3,517 el 19,209 .
ARMAMENT DESTROYED . . . . ... ... . 583 PIECES 75 il e e 48724
ARMAMENT CAPTURED . . . . . ...... 361 PIECES G80Tcal s = 1267128,
(Only pieces larger than 50 mm included) R | [ S 540,523 "
BRISONERSITAKERY: & i e sovi w5 e g s 113,041 AAG eIV B L 9,367,966 .
AWARDS
CAMPAIGNS
¥ — BATTLE OF NORTHERN FRANCE S — BATTLE OF GERMANY
(14 AUG — 14 SEPT 1944) (15 SEPT 1944 — 2

THE ABOVE CAMPAIGNS HAVE BEEN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED. THE FOLLOWING CAMPAIGNS PARTICIPATED IN BY THE

DIVISION, HAVE BEEN UNOFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED AS SUPERCEDING THE BATTLE OF GERMANY. NO OFFICIAL REPORT

HAS BEEN RECEIVED AT THE TIME OF THIS PRINTING AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THE DIVISION WILL BE GRANTED CREDIT FOR
HAVING PARTICIPATED IN THEM:

s — BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES A — BATTLE OF THE RHINELAND o — BATTLE OF CENTRAL EUROPE
(16 DEC 1944 — 25 JAN 1945) (15 SEPT 1944 — 21 MAR 1945) (22 MAR 1945 — ? )
DECORATIONS
(Personnel)
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS . . . . . . . .. ... 9
SIVERTSTARM SR Tl o R N 351
BRONZE STAR MEDAL: —

HEROIC SERVICE:. - - = . il - 888

MERITORIOUS SERVICE . . . . . . .. .. 1,047

PURPLE HEARTS = T 0 e S o

(NOTE: ABOVE FIGURE DOES NOT INCLUDE PURPLE HEARTS AWARDED BY NON-DIVISIONAL MEDICAL INSTALLATIONS AND
WAR DEPARTMENT)

A FEW DATES TO REMEMBER

BEACH LANDINGS — 10 AUG 1944 MEIJEL — COUNTERATTACK 27 OCT 1944
CHARTRES — 15 AUG 1944 y ST VITH — 17 DEC 1944 and 23 JAN 1945
MELUN — 24 AUG 1944 (Crossed SEINE River) REMAGEN (Breakthrough) — 26 MAR 1945

CHATEAU-THIERRY — 28 AUG 1944
VERDUN — 31 AUG 1944 EDERSEE DAM — 30 MAR 1945

METZ — 8 SEPT 1944 (Crossed MOSELLE Riv2r) MENDEN — 16 APR 1945
OVERLOON — 1 OCT to 8 OCT 1944 BALTIC SEA — 3 MAY 1945



EHATLAU
TragRRY

roeRsec

Ax.
VITAL STATISTICS
(The following figures apply up to and including VE Day only.)
The 7th Armored Division
(The Division travelled 2,260 combat miles.)
Jll’l)‘ll‘l/ \Decaraﬁa/w
Gasoline consumed -— | Distinguished Service
3, 127, 151 gallons Crosses 10
Ammunition expended — | Silver Stars 351
105mm 350,027 rounds | -Bronze Star Medals
76mm 19,209 ,, (1) Heroic Action 898
75mm . 48,724 . ,, (2) Meritorious
'S0Cal 1,267,128 1 . Service 1,047
45Cal 540,523 Purple Hearts 1,211
..30 Cal 9,367,966 " (The above listed number of
¥ Pu‘rple Hearts is exclusive of
2 those awarded by the War
Department and non-divisional
medical installations.)
=

DBadtile Jzacﬂci)zatian

Campaign of Northern France
11, August 1944 to 14 September 1944)

Rhineland Campaign
(15. December 1944 to 21 March 1945)

Ardennes Campaign
(16 December 1944 to 25 January 1945)

Campaign of Central Germany
{22 March 1945 to VE Day)

The Opposing German Forces

During the course of battle, the 7th Armored exacted
this toll against the opposing enemy formations — -—

113,041 prisoners captured
621 Armored vehicles destroyed.
89 Armored vehicles captured.
2,653 Miscellaneous Vehicles destroyed.
3,517 Miscellaneous Vehicles captured.
583 pieces of armament (larger than 50mm)
destroyed.
361 pieces of armament (larger than 50mm)
captured.




1 Combat in Continental Europe
(10 August 1944 8 May 1945)

France

1 1012 August 1944: most of 7AD debarks at Utah and Omahi
Beaches; 203 AAA Bn and 814 TD Bn attached to 7AD soon
after, for he duration of the war

I 14-15 August 1944: Rapid move to Chartres, France area,
Company B 23rd Armored Infantry Bn ambushed at
Marboué, France

1 1518 August 1944: Liberation of Chartres, France and
other nearby areas, including Rambouillet

1 1920 August 194: 7AD moves to Dreux, France to enable
5AD to support first Seine crossing

1 21-25 August 1944: Rapid move to Seine at Melun; crossing
at Tilly & Ponthierry

1 26 August2 September 1944: Rapid dash to Reims and
Verdun; Liberation of many places famous as WVI battle
sites

1 2-5 September 1944: Out of gas, except for feint toward
Luxemoburg

9 John joins the unit, 15 Sept 1944

1 6-25 September 1944: Bitter combat, with high casualties,

in greater Metz area

Through Belgium to Netherlands
25-29 September 1944: TApasses through Belgium into Netherlands,
to bolster corridor created by Operation Mari&trden

Netherlands

30 Septemberi 8 October 1944: Bitter combat with high
casualties at Overloon

9-26 October 1944: Attack across Deurne Canal by
Griendtsveen; aaal defense and patrols from Meijel to Ell
27-29 October 1944: Bitter combat, with high casualties,
defending against German attack at Meijel and nearby
areas from Nederweert to Liesel

30 Octoberi 8 November: Liberation of Ospel area with
significant casualties

1 November 1944: Gen. Robert Hasbrouck assumes comma
from Gen. Lindsay Silvester

9-22 November 1944: Reorganization and retraining of
Division

John is transferred to hospital with frozen feet 16 Nov 44
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Germany

f

23 Novemberi 16 December 1944Elements of 7AD,
attached to 84th and 102nd Infantry Divisions, in combat in
Gereonsweiler and Linnich areas of Germanypart of
Division remains in Netherlands or out of combat at Ubach

Belgium (second time)

1

f
f

17-23 December 1944: 7AD moves to Vielsah@t. Vith

area, to defend against German Ardennes Offensive (Battle
of the Bulge); St. Vith is the most critical strategic point for
German supplies in the entire front, and it is denied to them
far beyond their timetable, effectively dooming their entire
offensive and making possible the defense of Bastogne
23-31 December 1944: 7AD defends Manhay and
Grandmenil on the northern shoulder of the Bulge

1-19 January 1945: 7AD reorganizes aneageips, primarily

in the Verviers area

20-28 January 1945: 7AD reéakes St. Vith

Germany (second time)

Early February 1945 AD6s Combat Command R
Infantry Division for attacks on Strauch, Simmerath, Steckenborn,
and other towns in the area of the Huertgen Forestest of the

Division is out of combat

Belgium (third time)

Mid to late February 1945: When Germans blow their own dams to

bl ock Alliesdéd path, 7AD men are
Stavelot and Elsenborn; headquarters of 7AD remains in Germany

Germany (third time)

Late Febraryi 24 March 1945: move up to the Rhine River
between Cologne and Remagen

25-31 March 1945: Cross the Rhine River and rapidly move t
complete the inner southern envelopment of the Ruhr Pocket
1-17 April 1945: Attack west to reduce the Ruhr Pocket

John rejoins his outfit 20 April 1945

Mid-April 1945: Move to Dransfeld, awaiting further orders
late April 1945: Move north to the Baltic Sea in the
Ludwigslust area

early May 45: Task force moves far to the east to meet the
Russians

8 May 1945: VVE Day
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1 March 45: Germany, area of Mehlem and Bad Godesburg on west
bank of Rhine River

1 late March 45: Germany, encirclement of Ruhr Pocket along south
and east

1 early April 45: Germany, reduction of Ruhr Pocket
1 late April 45: Germany, north to the Bial
1 May 45: Germany: meet the RussiansE\Day

PostCombat: Occupation; Return Home
(9 May 1945- 11 October 1945)

1 June- 1 July 45: Occupational duties in Dessau and
Kdthen by the Elbe River, in the future Soviet Zone
of Occupation

1 1-3 July 45: Mwe to the U.S. Zone of Occupied
Germany

1 14 July 1945: Large contingent of lgpoint men
departs to train for invasion of Japan

1 John begins this training in the Netherlands

Two Bill Mauldin cartoons from WWII

By

(.
MAT iy

B v >
“Why ya lookin’ so sad? I got out of it okay.”

“I'd ruther dig. A movin’ foxhole attracks th’ eye.”
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Morning Report where John is kst as joining Company B, froB8rd Replacement
Depot, 15 Sept. 1944.
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Morning Report of 16 & 17 Nov 1944, Johnislistedlas bove 2 EM from sl i g
non battle, Div. Clearing Station, lost to Bvac. Hosp 16 Nov 1944.
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