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Foreword

E0 TOLSTOY, IN THE GREATEST PIECE OF MILITARY HISTORY
yet to be composed, War and Peace, ably sketches the con-
fusion and uncertainties which have plagued every battlefield
from time immemorial. He points up the inexorable forces at
work which dwarf the decisions of men commanding at a time
when life and death are at stake. Tolstoy ably sketched how
legends grow up around certain men and incidents, and he
noted how these legends are compounded as a battle sinks into
obscurity. As one who recognizes the utter validity of these
criticisms of battle reporting, I approach with great humility
the task of outlining the greatest pitched battle on the Western
Front in World War II. No book of some two hundred pages
can adequately recreate the utter confusion and chaos which
gripped the forces that were locked in a titanic struggle in the
frozen forests of the Ardennes during the wintry weeks of De-
cember, 1944, and early January, 1945. I have humbly picked
and pieced together isolated bits of information which, when
fitted together, may offer some explanation of the cause and
effect of that chaos, knowing that true comprehension of the
myriad factors influencing such a gigantic struggle of over a
million men can never be adequately transferred to the writ-
ten word.
The origin of this book traces back to the early days of the
war when a group of farsighted historians, recognizing the in-
evitable weaknesses of official military reports, convinced the
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Chief of Staff of our Army, General Marshall, that some at-
tempt should be made to capture, for posterity, the accurate
story of our then-pending military operations. Out of that
meeting came a new historical section of the War Department,
charged with the responsibility of recording, insofar as possi-
ble, the complete history of our military operations. Faced ev-
erywhere with suspicion and lack of understanding, the his-
torians strugeled against overwhelming odds to convince Army
commanders, high and low, of the importance of their mission.
The effort was most successful in Europe, where each field army
bad an historical team attached to it. T was a member of such a
team in the Ninth Army, and in the course of my duties, I spent
much of my time with the 7th Armored Division. Free to wan-
der where I pleased, to sit in on such conferences as I could
find out about, to interview whomever I desired, T was able to
gather considerable material about this Divisions fights. Al-
ways viewed with suspicion by the soldiers who were being in-
terviewed, T was faced with a constant fight to convince them
they should tell the true story, to show them that I was pre-
serving the facts for posterity, and not for the dreaded Inspector
General. Those of us who were intrusted with this strange task
soon discovered the inevitable tendency to cover up mistakes,
to warp facts, to convey the impression that all went according
to plan. But the historians found that, despite these obstacles,
they could piece together adequate accounts of the operations
if they persisted in their searching.

About six o’clock on the evening of December 16, 1944, 1
was sitting in the office of the 7th Armored Division’s Intelli-
gence Officer, speculating with some of his assistants about the
meaning of a recent 12th Army Group Intelligence report
which said that the crust of German defenses was thinner than
ever before. As we were talking, the assistant operations officer
dashed in to say that the division was alerted for immediate
movement to First Army where they were to fight a small coun-
terattack somewhere in Belgium. Inasmuch as the division was
aoing 1o another army, I returned to Ninth Army headquarters
for new orders, unaware of the harrowing week which lay ahead
for the division. When I rejoined them six days later, the men
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of the division were many years older; they were just with-
drawing from a pocket in which they almost had been caught
by the Germans. Over half the equipment and nearly one-third
of the men were missing, as units of the division straggled back
through friendly lines. In the meantime, I had been wandering
from army to corps headquarters, listening, noting, and talking
with men who were attempting to stem this sudden German
tide. This was the beginning of my book.

During the next thirty days I interviewed more than one hun-
dred members of the 7th Armored Division, examined all
battle records, went over the ground where the fighting had taken
place, and finally pieced together the story of those six days. La-
ter, I returned to Paris, where T became a member, and then
Chief, of the Ardennes section of the Historical Division, Euro-
pean Theater of Operations, writing the official history of this
great battle. We spent eight long months poring over the records
from all units mixed up in the battle; we analyzed the reports
of various historical officers; we interviewed again, in written
or oral questioning, most of the Allied commanders; and several
of us spent weeks going through Germany, interviewing German
commanders who had led and planned this attack. Out of it
all came five long, detailed volumes describing the Battle of
the Bulge. From my notes, through access to these volumes
which are available in the War Department, from other unclassi-
fied documents now available, and from papers which I bhad
collected during this work, the factual basis of this story is gath-
ered. My interviews with Generals Eisenhower, Bradley, and
Hodges in the summer of 1946, when as a civilian I could more
freely question them, rounded out the factual analysis. The in-
terpretations are, of course, my own.

Like most returning soldiers I was thinking only of the fu-
ture, of the comforts of civilian life, that bright, crisp Decem-
ber day in 1945 when our small ship at long last swung into
New York harbor with whistles blowing. Farthest from my
mind was the thought of writing a book about any of the activ-
ities T had participated in, or worked on, while in Europe.
Most of us want to forget war and its horrors, but in our haste,
we are prone to forget that something was accomplished by all
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the discomfort, killing, waste. Too often we Americans throw
ourselves into various ventures where valuable lessons can be
learned, only to discard the precious knowledge in our haste
to return to normal. Too often we begin to carp about the mis-
takes of the other man, to blame our Allies for everything that
went wrong, forgetting that we, too, were not perfecl. These were
the compulsions which led me to hegin to recount the story
of the Battle of the Bulge during the hot summer months of
1946, when many Americans were complaining about shortages,
even though we Americans found ourselves in an oasis of plenty
in the midst of a desert of starving nations. If there is a theme
in this book, it is that we should benefit from the lessons of the
past, as we strive for the more perfect future.

My thanks are due to numberless people who offered advice
and assistance to me. First, I wish to express my appreciation
to Warrant Officer Meyer M. Cahn who on December 17, 1944,
forecast the importance of the Battle of the Bulge; Lieutenant
Colonel C. N. Jones, head of the Ninth Army Historical Section;
Lieutenant Colonel Hugh M. Cole, Deputy Historian, Euro-
pean Theater of Operations, and now with the War Department
Historical Division, for valuable suggestions and criticism;
Alfred De Grazia, James L. Cate, and Laura Bergquist, for
patiently wading through the various drafts of the manuscript;
and finally, Simon and Schuster, Publishers, for permission to
quote Captain Harry Butcher’s book, My Three Years With
Eisenhower (copyright, 1946, by Harry Butcher), the Arco
Publishing Company for their permission to quote from Eisen-
hower's Own Story of the War, and Harcourt, Brace and Com-
pany for permission to quote Ralph Ingersoll’s book, Top
Secret, and also for their permission to use the map on page 55.
All other maps in this book were drawn by Clarence Pontius.

A1l documents quoted, with the exception of those for ‘which
special credit has been given, are in the files of the War De-
partment. While I have not attempted to document the various
factual assertions in the book, all of the material is based on
these records, supplemented by personal knowledge.
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Dedicated to the memory of the men
who fought and died in those dark
December days, in the hope that
the lessons learned through their

sacrifice will be well remembered.
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DARK DECEMBER

as the Allies did not land troops on the Dalmatian coast behind
the German withdrawal.

Even the home iront gave Hitler cause for optimism. His
private “Gallup polls,” taken by swarms of probing secret
agents, indicated that the attempt onl his life and regime had
not aroused strong popular support. On the contrary, the im-

minent invasion of the sacred soil of the homeland from two
directions rallied the people behind the Nazis, as the most
ruthless purges and pogroms had failed to do. Love of home-
land swept aside personal feclings and antagonisms in a surge
of popular, emotional, nationalism. The German people, still
unconvinced that they were defeated, were ready to rally to the
last great stand. For this rcason, more sober analysts, both
Cerman and American, are prone {o agree that from the pros-
trated Germany of May, 1945, a healthier Germany will grow
than would have arisen from a surrendering, but still unde-
{eated, Germany with which we would have been dealing had

the July 20, 1944, putsch succeeded.

further sacrifices from his people: the V' olkssturm (People’s
Army) was formed, armed, and hastily trained; hundreds of
thousands of civilians were put to work building fortifications,
especially in the east, and inductions of younger men were
speeded. Although the Volkssturm were not used to man the
West Wall, as claimed by cich military commentators as Ralph
Ingersoll, Hitler put special units, such as the famous Stomach
Battalions, composed of men on special diets because of ulcers
and other stomach ailments, into the West Wall. Actually the
V olkssturm was never used as a military force, a partisan group,
and most of the “commanders’ surrendered to the first Allied
troops they could find. Thus, the German version of the Dritish
Home Guard failed to rise to the heights expected of it, but it
did build morale on the home front.

Most startling to Americans, who had overestimated the
effect of our air raids, was the continued vitality of German
industry. Despite censcless war in the air, Germany su¢
ceeded in maintaining production levels in many industries, and
even increasing it in the absolutely vital fields of artillery, air-

["" And so, in this summer of 1944, Hitler was able to exact
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out the war on the production front. These men were to be fitted

around the core of regular army officers and noncommis.
sioned officers, and the divisions were 1o be filled out with
ersatz infantrymen — pilots without planes, ground crews with-
out fields, sailors without ships — all of whom were to be given
guns, and told how to shoot and fight. Next, the divisions which
had been battered in the Battle of France were to be reconsti-
tuted and refitted as they lay in readiness behind the West Wall,
And finally, the coup de grace would be administered by a com-
Pletely new army, the core of which would be four of the élite
SS panzer divisions, which were to be completely refitted and
retrained deep in the heart of Germany. Christened the Sixth
Panzer Army, this STOUp was given top priority in men, equip-
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