APO 757
2 Dacemuer 1947

Lt Crlonel Thomas J., Badger
Hietorical Division
Department of the Arny
Waghipngton 25, D,C,

Dear Colonel Badger:

In compliance with your request of 20 Ncvember 1947, herawith
a copy of the sketch relating to the defense of Metz which ie attached
ar an appendix to M8 B-042 (Skizze zum Boricht ueber d. Verteidigung
v. Yatz, MNasstab stwa 1:20000), which General Krause had wsritten at
Neu-Ulm, 3/4/44.

Sincerely,

H. E. POTTER
Golonel Infaniry
Chiaef Historivn
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General
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eding History
All reference material is lacking, conseqguently in-
. accuracy is to be expected, in regard to dates in the following report.
A1l details pertaining to dates, thereforce, are of an approximate
character and are not to be relied upon &s literally correct., The
above concerns the entire report.
On or aFout 20 Jul 44, 1 wes appointed as Commanding
Officer of trne 462 Livision (u training nivihinne. ileplacements and
training battalions that were under the jurisdiction of this division
were stationed in icorraine and Luxenburg; the staff in Metz, It was
. under the immediate command »f the acting XII General Command in

] 188 TER

/iesbaden (Commanding Ceneral: Lisut. Cen of the Infuntry SCHRUTH).

Juties and responsibilities of this division consisted of: the training
of new replacements, reorientation of newly recovered soldier patients,
training of non-condssioned officers, and care of released sick

unfit for combat, until their discharge from the .Jchrmacht. These units
were consequently not prepared for combat at. the front according to their
juality; their training had been directed toward an entirely different

Ll

aim. Comnission.d officers as well as non-comiissionea ficers, Lhe

¢ mponents of this training unit, were cither physically unfit veterans
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cr cver-age personnel, | Thelr condition, thererore, did not meet the
reguirements necessary for a combat soldier.,

At the end of august, from about 22 Aug onward. the
effect of the invasion and of the enemy successes wac very noticeabl
Increacing numbers of disorganized units and masses of dislocated
individuuls, as well as vehicles loaded with these elemente, arrived
from the west. The main contingent of these units consisted of air
corps personnel. Ground persconnel and signal troops of these
amounted to more than 505 of these rear columns.

(n or about the 24 aug, traffic flooded through letz
uninte ruptedly. I was ordere v Lelephoiie by the acting XIL
General Cocmnand, to take upon myself the responsibility for uwaintaining

order in lietz and for an efficient processing of retreating columns

from the West.

Situation in letz.

Metz was the seat of many liehrmacht installations,

o

d offices, waffen 55, offices of the state and the Party. Staffs

ehrmacht formations eventually tc be used tc defend the city,

so stationed there, concisted of the following
a, sehrmacht.
otaff of the 462 Divisi n and 2 infantry training

battalions.
I machinegun training unit, 1 artillery training unit;

I engineer training battalion.
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The .ehrmacht Headquarters Uommand, that had,
however, only limited control over the alr lorps and none whatev.r over
the waffen S5,

Ihe Cfficer Candidate Sc¢hool in lietz, strength approx
imately 1800 Ufficer candidates with a proportionate number of training
personnel, thc latter being mostly selected men. Lxperienced officers
whose wounds from combat had healed or were in process of healing, The

m

current course wvas scheduled to terminate ¢n 1 Sep. Those candidates who
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examinations on 1 Sep were promotcd to officer's rank
on this date. 1400 of thes: candidates became lieutenants, and 400
rendered services &as (nuatcr—s~rye”wtj officer candidates,

a hospital or dispensary for horses, the occupants of
which were mainly unsuitable for work.

Several medical institutions, munition depots of
various kinds, and a large munition plant which had suffered ;cuﬁvlf
from enemy air attacks.

vertaining to the air-corps: Cadets Staff of the air-
port (under command of general M, MLILR), the staff of an air corps
divigion, and of the Frescaty airport, which contained large supplies
of aircraft-parts of all kinds &s well as clothing supplies, etc., for
the air corps troops e¢ngaged on the west front.

b, parfen S3.: A sigmal school, strength of which

amounted Lo 2000 heads, whose commander discharged the duties of Post

commander-in-Chi f at thc same time,

c¢. The orpanizations and authorities of the Party and

state under the eye of Cauleiter Buerkl (Headquarters in Neustact on the




Haardt stream [hey did not pa ticips
any way.

In compliance with the responsibilities plac
shoulders, and as a direct consequence of my appointment,
measures for the welfare of the refugee streams that flowe
nest, Llements of the fiecld-police and border patrel units
stationed about 20 km west and south of letz on the main highw

check the papers and bagrage of the oncoming personnel and vehi

Personnel of the wehrmacht meeting the reguirements of combat men were

selected, and amounted tc 10,000 men at the¢ start cf battle.

classified in accordance with their previous experience. appro

2000 men were allotted tc the formations in and around letaz,

trancportation fucllities were Just reguisitioned as well as
munitions for the troops in or zbout Metz,

The state of affairs regarding the defecnse of etz
wae as follows at this time: MNetz was at one time one of the strongest
fortified cities of Cermany:

Juring the trench occupation, which lasted
from 1919 urtil 1940, the factories had not maintained their defensive
qualities, at any rate, they had not been improved since their
from Cerman to French hands., Also, after their transi'er in 19Af
Germany, conditions had not improved. On the contrary, heavy artillery
which had been stationed there had been removed and sent to the atlantic
wall or the socalled ‘iest all. The fortification works had been

neglected, the electric installations in these works for light, ventilation,
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munition transpertation and general power were not in condition for

use. I was informed by the| Cclonel of the Engineers v, Platz, that

)
lietz should be dismant! 4, as military defense with these fortifica-

1

tion works was impossible, his notification proved to be partly

unreliable, as reconnaissance units of the Ufficer Candidate School
examined and found thzt in the southern adjoining battery attached to
the "Kronprinz Fort number 4," 10 centimeter puns under steel domes
could still be made ready for fire. Alsc the faiserin Fort contained
from 2 to 3, 15 Cm guns, the barrels of which could be recovered from
the gun carriages, Tne guns concerned were brought into usable con-
iition after three days of hard labor. Also here the guns proved

be in good combat order after the above measures had been taken. Fuses
and grenades as well as shells had been storcd ocutside of Mctz, which
also caused a delay in our prcpar: tions. The guns mentioned,could only

go into acticn after combat engarements with the enemy had begun on

6 September. Sighting devices were wanting on these guns, consejuently

they could be fired only directly at the enemy. The guns were manned by
cfficer Candiaates of the school in Netgz,

The defense of Metz n be based consejuently,
n the strength of the permanent works. The ficer landidate scheol
built some field works in ccenformity with the rejuirements of a war of
movement.. a network of deeply echelcned dug-outs was constructed by
these men, as the mein form of protection. Burbed wire entanglements
could not be constructed owing tc lack of necissary raterials and time.

The available works were used sclely as shclter for reserves u eld
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equipment. IXxXplosives tc demolish roads and bridges were

any avalilable source and put in place, and the spots fr

would eventually be det.nated\occupled. These lubors were continued
until actual engagements with the enemy commenced, and in some cases
th work was brought to completion.

The Commanding~ Ccnerel, vho happened to come te

Metz for a few hours on 28 Aup, expressed his satisfuction in regard

the prep ;ions proceeding and promised us supplementary supplics
and replacements.
In the meantime, the probability of an eneny
on Metz, becamec greater and grew stronger in the ensuing days
before 27 Aug. O(n this particular day, the enemy reuached the laas

near Verdun and !:.:'a?l'}‘_“,-d to build a small }'!‘i{lgﬁh\,all there, M-

munication with the troops engaged in cumbat there,

our front there only consisted of the very weakened Costz v. Berlichingen
5o Uivision which was not in a pesition to engage in 4 defensive battle
with much prospect of success,

the following units were assigned to the derense
of lMetz by the end of august, including sose troops that were then
still on the way up as reliefs which were then (when they did arrive),
all subordinated to the 462 Division: X

1. The Cfficers' Candidate iegiment, divided intc

two battalions with infantry guns and anti-tank companies. This regiment
consisted ol about 1500 men withdrawn from the retreating columns and

-

all drawn frc 4 all arme of the service. They were poorly armed. Their
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combut efficiency however rose noticeably after being distributed

among the officer candidates, whose influence was very markedly

4

favorable and enhanced their knowledge of warfare. all important

posts, such as|Squad-leader (Gruppen-fuhrer), gun aimer for heavy

weapons and light machineguns, dispatch-riders, etec., were occupled by

officers, bhkquipment, arms, and munition supplies were matters for
serious worry.

lhe Leplacement artillery Jetachment (which

was equipped with Russian 7.5 cannon) each 3 guns), censisted of 2

battalions. This repluccment unit wis non-mobile. The horses for

them had tc be taken from the horse hospital &nd the harness from the

supply depot. ihe adaptation of these animuls to their new work was
ifficult task. The detachment was reacy to march within 36 lhours. It

was pluced under the control of the dandidate wegiment and brought into

position in the Cravelotte district.

3. The 2 infantry replacement battalions,

stationed in Metz, were sent into action on both sides of the stream
that flows near lloveant and vorny, adjoining the (fficer Candidate Reg-

iment. The Heplacement kachine Gun volumn w:s placed under comaand of the

candidate regiment near ot., Privat. Cne company of the deplacement

Lngineer Dattalion occupied the hosel bridges, one company was sub-

ordinated to the command of the Candidate RQegiment for construction work
and preparation of vlaccment of explosive charges in the forvard area

ahe d of the front/, 1 company remained still available, All recplacement
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units weeded out their "undesirable for combat" who were then sent to
the rear. The efficiency of those actually sent into action was poor.
L. & security regiment, returning from I'rance
(the # 1010, under command of Lt., Col WICHTEL) was

signed to Metz. It lconsisted of 2 battalions, each of three companies

lhe total number of men amounted to, from 500 to 600 riinus heavy

. weapons. lach company possessed twio light machine guns. 'The personnel ]
of these units was made up mainly of over-age men and convalescent
veterans, who, under normal circunstances would have been unfit for
action. This regiment was assigned to positions located to the South of
9 st Frivat and north of the l'eve slopes, their front facing to the
E
worth.
5. Ln or about 29 AUg, the -.L,:t-‘].ﬂ,i All General
vommand Apny “Yorps sent reinforcements:
a. The XII army Corps NCU School (Commander:
. Colonel WaGNLR). These elements anounted to 1500 men, who had attended
Jifferent courses (rlatoon-Leader und Group-Leader cours.s, courses
; dedicated to the teaching of knowledge concerning heavy weapons, ete, ).
ihe above mentioned men had been enrolled ot this school at that time.
La

Due to the fact that it had been alerted fur combat and shut down at
such short notice, it was impossible to transform its personncl into an
efficient fighting unit on the spot and consequently the organization of
these troops had to await their arrival in Metz, their position-to-be.

vonbat value of the NCU regiments was

soon good and their efficiency enhanced; that of the Security negiment

was decidedly poor.
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b. Une leplacement Eattery, 10.5

guns), which was under comnand of the Candidate legiment, and who went
iubc position neur St Privat,

ihe action pertaining to a. an
ended approximately on 31 aug. The measures required for the reorguniza-
tion and\rehabilitation of these units consisted, morwver,. of sclection
of suitable personnel, thc¢ constructicn of dug-outs, etc. These duties
were commenced and continued during the entire period of my command.
Also here, muniticn supplies were matters of grave worry.

6. The anti-aircraft Securi y, for .lcl"l“;-‘ stationed

in Metz, was alsc brought intc play here against ground targets,

v -~

a small number of light batterics are concerned here | 2 ¢n

and cne light 8.8 cm detachment., The latter was brought into

ir the most threatened section c¢f the frent area, in the Cravelotile
district. These anti-aircraft dctachments were, in spite ny repeated
expressic: of oplnicn on the subject, selected and

act as security for the supply routes, on 6 Sep.

7. The signal School of the malfen SS asccembled

cne battalion of four companies, which were to act as reserves for the
Jivision--left behind in Lutz.. vuring the course of the combat enguge-
ments following, to the occuth of Metz, it wac assigned to the Geetz v.
Berlichingen Division district and was later absorbed by this division.
This meant that it could not asslst in the defengse cof iLetz.
[The units mentioned in subparagraphs 1-6
those with which I defended letz. idecinforcements from the ficld army

not come up.




ihe beginning of the battle arcund Letz.

ithe enemy, as was mentioned before,
‘dver, neur Verdun un 27 aug. n about the night of
Army {High vomméand ( Commander in Chief, CuNihal V. U, I of
the infantry) arrived in Netz (The Verneville
reported to him immediately. The result <f our conference was: Metz
would be subordinated tc the 1. army High Command, and be placed under

F

command of the XLVII Army Corps (the commanding general was Ceneral Frhr

of the Panger troops, v. Funck). Uu: missi v {0 hold Netz under
all circumstances. ulements of the Goetz v, Derlichingen Division,
which wer? engaged with the enemy west of letz, were to retreat

backward towards Metz. Lh2 eventual aim would then be the absorption

of the G.v.u. Division by the (fficer Candidate regiment, upon it

arrival at the extreme western cutposts of above-named regiment. The 462

slon was from now on dependent upon its own strength i1n the battles

+

11 lletz. The Army High Command, transferred its cp

The staff of the XLVII Army Corps, which had arrived In

Metz on 28 aug, remained the command until about 2 Sep and was then

r

relieved by the LXAAII army Ucrps (vommander: Licut-Gen of the Artillery

~

SINNHUBER ). Metz was cdeclared a fortress town on
appuinted its com.inder and was ordered to hold Lhe city at all costs
-

by The Corps Headquarters transferred the ep to Urv

and was replaced by the staff of the 13 35 Fanzer Corps on approximately

6 Sep (Comaander: Lieut-Gen of the waffen 53 PRIESS). I moved to my

ille

]
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assigned command post on ;p in Fort aAlvenslet

wegiment moved to|icrt lianstein, an

degiment to Fort Zastrow. The command of the loselle Valley ne
hoveant and vorny was transferred to the Comrinder of the
battalions in Noveant,.

Ifrom the poin : of message comnunication, the
conncction with the subordinate staifs ; completely inade juate. C(nly
very seldom did a long-distance messape arrive at its destination.
Skilled personnel and the essenti.l materials were lacking. The close
lccation tc each other of the Candidate reglments and the Division

command post, proved geous bto the combat leadership.

reports coming from the Vcselle Valley were dela)

-l e
i -

ne Coetz v, Berlichingen Ulvision
from the enemy moving cut of Verdun, who was not exer
erable pressure, eventually to be drawn behinu security front
the Candiuate Hegiment during the night of 2/3 [he first eneny
activity wus detected on 3 Jep. an'enemy recon
slsting of from six to eight patrel cars followed by five tanks,
rolled forward in the directicn of Metz, along the idars La Tour road.
The patreol posts of the (fficer Candidate Hegiment allowed these
vechicles tc roll along undisturbed until they had crossed the bridge:

w Tl Sy

then demolished the latter behind them. Fire wus opened in the mean-

heavy and light infantry guns. e succeeded in capturing

the crews which included a conmander of & reconna’ssance regiment.

7]

Cn about 4 ocep the enemy started tc attack according to a clearly

L




defined plan, first with an armored division, followe

an infantry division, the (L{ficers Candidate:

heavy battles were going specially at St I'rivat .r and

&

north of Verneville, near Cravelotte and south of the vicinity

of Corze heavy combat engagcm 5 ensued.

St frivat was lost to the enemy next day and the slope

defenses, located euant ere transferred

enemy, apparently informed cbout the terrain
juently succeeded in penetr

iistrict around nezonville.

Gravelotte, almost parallel ) . yad leading to Ars. fort Kronpring

:1le Valley and the southwestern exd f Are were occupied
next. 'This front was held during the period of my command, by the
Cfficer dJandidate Regiment in spite of heavy attacks b; rong american
elements. The conduct of the Candidalte Regiment was cxemplan fhey

repeatedly threw the enemy back, partly in counterattacies fhe only

ma jor want was our great shortage of munitions for the artillery. The

eneny suffcred considerable losscs. Approximately 25 american

knocked cut, most of them with bazookas 0 soners

-
|

gluent also suffercd noticeal

’n about 12 Sep, the fighting on this front

diminish in fierccness. Heavy battlec had been raging here since

8 Sep, mainly fought by the Nen Comaiissioncd Cfficers icgiment in the

northern district. an enemy surprise attack r.osulted in his penetration




Yuring these same eng
Diedenhofen. From there he attacked wes
and Diedenhofen from the ocouth, Heavy attucks followed with the support
of heavy armored units. Mazieres was lost after an intense pattle.
Thie new cp was held temporarily, despite heavy enemy attacks hard south

~

of Mazieres, cne km north of Semeccourt and north of Feves. The

LA MR
I AV

Regiment fought bravely, although the combat efficiency of the Security
egiment left a lot to be desired., The light uachine Gunner Company

e

was sent to its support, It was taken from the right wing of the
Candidate Regiment for this purpose. Uespitc these meusures, critical
situations arose here frejquently iwaeserves of the I segiment wer
rescue .,
must have had serious casualties,
ks ceasged, len tanks were knocked

cut during these ) sasualties of the NCU Regiment were

bearable.

The intensity of the defense put up must have been the

reascn the cnemy attempted to bypass M

3 etz, alming at a forced crogsing

over the kosclle, south of the city. After the NJ(U ilegiment had

switched its front defense line to the Kronprinz fort and had bent it

back toward aArs, the enemy concentrated his powers on Gorze and aimed

toward Dernot, launching a surprise attaclk on 7 Ucp, with strong

assault troops, resulting in the crossing of the kioselle to the East,
™

Meanwhile, enemy elements were pushing forward to Voveant, The

yifﬁnmuntﬂL?tb:‘inn which was defending here held out one day and was
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then ferried to the right licselle bank.
[he enemy, crossing ne

single scntries on the right bank., Thece

in throwing his assault troops back. The

the : ight with approximately one battalion

the direction of the

t. behind by the

nd took

ilils dent in cur
a s.rious
fort in Maziere
mtnumbered us pre
of the Ccetz v.Berlichingen

scene with their artillerv. Thesc

1vy artillery counter

the latter troops succeeded in recov ring

was forced to withdraw

front on this bank was now w dra from the

The entire

sontrol of th

sion Command and was placed under command of the G.v.D. oS bivd

sion.

In addition tc the s rious shortage of personnel, also

the supply lines for artillery ammunition

3

blockage of the | lines. For example

4 column of american bridge building pioneer:

The vehicles could be cocunted distinctly but

ampered by

the morning
wWas Z{{ht': in the No

pen fire

rthwest.,
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on them for lack of artillery munition. This occurred on the road t

ornot.

a hund for the fir:st time in the fighting arainst Dornet, The recult

was freitful. The enemy's failure to cr t this point nay

. The ¢ nen continued to attack the front held by the ,62

Divisior, with varying strength,until 18 Cep, without achieving any
table successcs., abt this time the increusing activities of the enemy
air-force, which bombed the fortificat iorks almost incessant

vere felt very keenly, sceing that the defense was hardly in a positicn

units had been withdrawn further to the rear as cover for our suppl
rolumns .
In addition to this, the e¢nemy slowly transferred his
® '
center of gravity tc the south, aiming at lFont a uson and later
at Noveant, where he crossed the Moselle and was enabled tu expand his
strongpoints on the eastern bank of the river,
transfer to the ranks of the Fuehrer Reserves of tl
C.K.H. occurred on 18 Sej

Najor Ceneral Luebbe, received

from me a gstable defensce front on the w.stern bank of the Mcsell:s

(.Ji‘-'_n*. J) KRAUSh

jor Ceneral

o

P
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