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At the time of the first anniversary of the liberation of Verdun, on August 31, 1945, the Beaurepaire bridge was renamed "Legay Bridge", and a stele was then placed with these words:
"August 31, 1944 this bridge was preserved thanks to the poise, the courage and the spirit of sacrifice of Fernand LEGAY"
The speech of the then-Mayor, Gaston THIEBAUT, valorized "the heroism of one of its children who in September 1944 received the highest distinction of the US army"…

Since this date, the municipality, each year, honors this act of bravery.

Several elements however require that this episode of the liberation of Verdun be presented in a way more in conformity with historical reality, without in any way diminishing the bravery of Fernand Legay and the greatness of his act.
These elements are four:
-  research of the historian Claude COLLIN, published in "The Summer of the Partisans", published by the University Presses of Nancy in 1992,
- the testimonies published shortly after the Liberation, in particular by Est Républicain,
-  a letter from Mr. Schluck, one of the people who also contributed to the safeguarding of the bridge,
- and, especially, the documents produced in September 1944 by the 7th American Armored Division and found recently at the National Archives of the United States by Mr. Wesley Johnston.
All highlight the fact that Fernand Legay was not alone when he decided to prevent the destruction of the only still-intact bridge in Verdun.
1st element: conclusions of Claude Collin.
In his book "The Summer of the Partisans", Claude Collin recalls the account of the events which allowed the safeguarding of the bridge. He presents the action of Fernand Legay but also the context of the liberation of Verdun, and he concludes this, on pages 194-195 of his work:

"There is of course no question here of challenging the valor of the act of Fernand Legay, nor the courage he proved in achieving this action at the risk of his life, because German sentinels were indeed in the vicinity of the place where he operated. The truth requires all the same that one point out that he was probably not the only one to achieve this courageous act - in addition to Mr Germain Maucourt, quoted above, several other people have also claimed to have cut the firing wire, which extended, let us recall, nearly two hundred meters. Finally the order of destruction not having apparently ever been given by the German authorities, these actions, also bold and courageous that they were, were no less useful.
2nd element: an article of Est Républicain from October 10, 1944.
This article describes the action of Fernand Legay and shows him receiving the medal For Gallantry in action, the highest American distinction allotted to civilians This was given to him by General Bradley on September 5, 1944 in Verdun in front of the Victory Monument.

On the photograph that accompanies this article (cf. appendix 1), three men are at the side of Fernand Legay: Louis Hénon, and Mr. Evins and Mr. Schluck. All contributed to keeping the Beaurepaire bridge intact. All showed courage and audacity, even if only one was decorated by the Americans.
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From left to right : Monsieurs EVINS, LEGAY, SCHLUCK et HENON


Source : Est Républicain
3rd element: a letter of Mr. Henri Schluck to the widow Mrs. Hénon.
A document, a letter dated August 23, 1967 (cf appendix 2), attests to the participation of these four men - and not of solely one - in this memorable action at the time of the liberation of Verdun.
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4th element: document discovered very recently in the American archives (see appendix 3)

5 september 1944

Location : Verdun

Mr Fernand Legay was awarded the Silver Star at special ceremony  before the Verdun monument at Verdun, France. M. Henon, Mr. Evin and Mr. Schluck, all of Verdun, were publicly congratulated by the Division Commanding General for removing German mines from the bridge over the Meuse.
(Source: American National Archives, box 15548 of Record Group 407)
This document of the 7th American Armored Division, dated September 5, 1944, provides the names of the four heroes: Fernand Legay was the only one to be decorated. However the three other men, Hénon, Evins and Schluck, were honored with him to have contributed to save the Beaurepaire bridge. Obviously, these four men thus took part in this courageous and glorious action which facilitated the advance of the American army. Why more than 60 years later, does only one name remain in memories and the three other names are left in the lapse of memory?

WHY THIS FILE?
Indisputably, the safeguarding of the Beaurepaire bridge cannot be attributed solely to Fernand Legay anymore.
At the end of the passage which he devoted in his book to the action of Fernand Legay, Claude Collin put forth a hypothesis to explain the heroisation of Fernand Legay:

"One can wonder today why Verdunerss felt this sudden need to make Fernand Legay into a man of great humility and modesty, this true "knight without fear and reproach". Let us risk a hypothesis. Communities need, one knows, figures in which they recognize and project themselves. The town of Verdun, in these days of exaltation which accompanied the Liberation, undoubtedly needed a hero, whom it opportunely found in the person of Fernand Legay".

In this beginning of XXIe century, historical truth and work on Memory invite correction of the stereotypes forged from the Liberation.

This is not to devalue the action by Fernand Legay, tragically disappeared shortly after the war, but rather to evoke the action of the other men who engaged in the same action as him.

We wish simply that the speeches made in the future at the time of the ceremonies of commemoration of the liberation of Verdun insist not only on the heroism that Fernand LEGAY proved but equally that which Louis HENON, Mr. EVINS and Mr. SCHLUCK proved.
Marie-Claude HENON - RENAUD
APPENDICES
Appendix 1 : article of the Republican East into dated October 10, 1944
Appendix 2 : letter of Mr Henri SCHLUCK addressed to the widow Mrs. Louis Alfred HENON dated August 23, 1967
Appendix 3 : document of the American archives "Foreign Nationals Recognized Armored Division At Verdun, France September 5, 1944"
Appendix 4: testimony of Mr. Robert Dourches
"According to a Verduner testimony of the events, Mr. Dourches, team leader of the civil defense civil and assistant to General Lacroix, director of the civil defense at Verdun in 1944, the American authorities had only one medal to be presented. The three others would be later."
"As soon as our emotion was overcome, General Silvester, (of the American army), to whom I explained the action of the FFI to allow the crossing of the Beaurepaire bridge, asked me the names of the authors of this act of heroism. I quoted the names of those to him whose dedication I saw for myself: Monsieurs Legay, Hénon, Shultz and Evans. He promised four decorations for these brave men to me, but having only one medal, he explained me why one decoration would be given now and the three others a few days later. I announced this decision to the interested men who agreed so that one of them would benefit from this measure and they designated comrade Legay. During the official presentation, only Legay received the medal, and the three others received a certificate of congratulation, during an imposing ceremony at the foot of the Victory Monument, on Mazel Street in Verdun, on Tuesday September 5, 1944".
